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THE NEW NISSAN XTERRA. Today, it's a sturdy mount for your vidcam. But who knows what the Xterra will be tomorrow? Especially 


now that it's more capable than ever, thanks to an available supercharged V6 engine (210 horsepower does wonders for one's resourcefulness). 


Nissan, the Nissan Logo, DRIVEN and Nissan Model Names are Nissan trademarks. ©2001 Nissan North America, Inc. Tread Lightly!” Please. 
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Of course, you'll also find the heavy-duty truck frame and tubular roof rack quite handy as well. So go ahead, use it for whatever. 


For more info, call 1-877-XTERRA7, or visit NissanDriven.com. The new Xterra: Still everything you need, nothing you don't. 


DRIVEN. 





Roatan * Bay Islands « Honduras 


From Wrecks and Reefs... 


Dive the Bay Island’s largest shipwreck, El Aguila. Meander along our coral 
ledges and walls. Explore our eel gardens, snorkel along shallow coral 


reefs. Or take a remote island excursion for a chance shark encounter. 


To Rest and Relaxation... 


Enjoy fiery Caribbean sunsets from the privacy of your sundeck. Test your skills 
at beach volleyball. Or paddle the calm warm waters surrounding our private 
island paradise in a kayak or canoe. 


7 Night all-inclusive dive and snorkel 
packages from $599* per person 


To Close Encounters... the AKR kind! 


(]7-la0] oes (os-\-W- [ale el=1 acre) ar-] MY, 7i'amele) ame e)| ©) allalcmmnd(e(-male)e-1-1ey-(e1. querer -iiat-1 mela | 
secluded beach. Toast the sunset as the day unwinds. Dine under the 
stars, overlooking the water. “Romance” packages feature secluded room 
ravexoro)anlaareler-ltce)atcmelare masts laha=).4te- lop 
7 Night all-inclusive “romance” packages 
from $1,995* per couple 


Dive instruction in warm turquoise waters 


Take “Discover Scuba” lessons or become a certified Dive Master. From 
expert to novice, our PADI Gold Palm 5-Star dive pros will provide the 


highest quality dive instruction for every skill level. 
Stay up to 10 nights for only $600 pp 
when you complete your IDC at AKR. 


Dolphin Scuba Camp for kids 

While you enjoy your dives, they'll be snorkeling with dolphins, riding 
horseback, exploring nature trails, or learning about turtles. New SASY, 
Bubblemakers and Jr. Scuba Certification programs give them a chance to 
be just like their role models! Want more family time? Join them on the 
(oro) aler= Mall ars muni ams exst-\e1a M0) |(-)\20y-) |e lmme)amr-Mr- lanl |hyare(e)|elaliam-jaleele alii 


Summer 2002 
Ages 5 to 14, $600° per child 


For the perfect vacation call 
800.227.3483 * 954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.com 


www.anthonyskey.com 


All rates do not include 16% hotel tax. 


"$600 per child rate is based on maximum 1 child per adult, staying in the same room. 
“Rates are for a 7 night dive or snorkel package. Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 





oe~ 


IS aie netivey peat aes 


ie 
bad 























Versa Wrist Shown 





Versa Metalite Combo Shown 


Spaees eases eeadassansaaddvacsrsnsanssacesterccancaesessvsorettaentstatannaenaamactaeeateaaasttee 


Eitbecsbooncettioatties 


The New Versa Series... At Las 


Oceanic the leader in diving innovation, launches the latest in diving technology! 


Oceanic enters a new era in dive technology with the introduction of the Versa Series, the industry's first line of Personal Dive Computers. 
Now you are more in control of your dive than ever before. You see information how and when you want it. 
Now you have the Versatility... found only in the Versa Series! 


* Oversized Digits ¢ Diver Detined Metric /Imperial 


° Dive Time Remaining ° VARI’ Variable Ascent Indicator 
¢ Water/Diver Activated ° Pre Dive Planning Sequence 


° Time of Day ¢ Automatic Altitude Compensator 
¢ Three Ditferent Display Mode Options 


OCEANIC PERSONAL DIVE COMPUTERS 























Photography courtesy of Chris Newbert & Birgitte Wilms© All Rights Reserved 
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A Personal Dive 


Oceanic, already known for the clearest depth and time displays available, brings you the long-awaited and anticipated feature .. . Versatility. 
Gone are the days of hunting for a computer designed by an engineer with dive habits that might be similar to your own! 
Gone are the days of saying ... "I guess this will have to do”. 


Don’t settle for less Versatility, Innovation or Personalization than found in the Versa Series. 
lo learn more about the Versa Series or to locate an Oceanic Authorized Pro Retailer nearest you, visit www.OceanicWorldWide.com. 


° Diver Defined Display © Air /Nitrox Options ° Diver Detined Alarms ¢ Optional Extended Range Gauge Mode 
© LED Warning Light ¢ SmartGld Backlighting ¢ Advanced Planning Simulator» Desaturation /Pre-Flight Countdown 
° PC Download ¢ Battery Consumption Indicator - 24 Dive Memory /Log SD 


INVENTING THE FREEDOM OF DIVINCGOGCEANIC 
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flavor of Grenada’s local charm, waterfalls — 
and diving the Caribbean’s largest wreck, the 























Bianca C. | 
"7 CAYMANS’ SCHOOL OF THE 
PERFORMING ARTS 


MARTY SNYDERMAN experiences the Cayman 
Islands on their best behavior, with well-man- 
nered and extremely entertaining marine life. 


50 THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A SUPER-PREDATOR 
SIMON ROGERSON gives an in-your-face account of 
his time spent with Bull Sharks in the Bahamas. 
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- Often, it’ S the ae i things in life that really 
“matter, and as Bonnie J. CARDONE discovers: : 
in Bonaire, the same can be said for the 

- efeatures of thesea. 
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ABOUT THE COVER: 

Ist Annual Cover Contest Winner, Katherine 
Smith’s shot of Glassy Sweepers in waters 
near Matangi Island, in the northern 
section of the Fiji Islands. Congratulations! 


Background photo: 
Scenic serenity on one of Grenada’s beaches. 
Photo: Brad Doane 


Get it at Skin Diver Online 


www.skin-diver.com 


¢ Skin Diver 2001 Buyer’s Guide ¢ Check out the Bermuda Destination Guide 


© Copyright 2001 by PRIMEDIA Specialty Group, inc. All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA. 








BAHAMAS It’s like the Lifet 
“Intimate Portrait,” 


8s except Simon | 
Rogerson wasnt 
‘wim interviewing the 


sa © uy ale eee 
es Rh os 


' likes of Gwenyth 

Paltrow. Instead, he 
set out to Walker's Cay to get personal with 
“the most dangerous shark in the world,” the 
Bull Shark. Turns out Mr. Bull is rather shy and 
uninterested in man-eating our writer (page 50). 


ay 


BONAIRE Someone once said, “It's the small 
things in life that make life worth living.” And 

mig such is the case in diving, 
ra, (00. In Bonaire, spotting 
‘@ D seahorses, cleaner shrimp 
f %— and Secretary Blennies can 
certainly make a dive worth 
diving (page 61). 





CAYMAN ISLANDS Men could learn a few 
things from the Sergeant Majors in the Cay- 
man Islands. They build an impressive abode, 
swim figure-eights around their prospective 
mate and “chirp’.. 


very effective. The Cay- 





10 www.skin-diver.com 


time Channel's — 





mans just happen to be 
some of the best spots to 
pick up on the quirky behav- 
iors of marine critters. Learn 
the workings of the U/W 
society (page 47). 


DOMINICA Between mud baths and facials, 
Fred “F. Scott” Garth 
| and his assistant, 
Bo» Nevin, set out to 
find pure  ex- 
citement. With 
Nevins — envious 









Web surfing abilities and F Scott's infectious 
_ ST. VINCENT Two words: Frogfish Soup. 


need for adventure, the boys donned Rasta wear, 
got goosed while champagne snorkeling and 
pondered the fountain of youth. (page 58). 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC Hop on-board 
a Skiff in the Silver Bank 
and shove off. Can you 
smell it? Can you feel 
4 it? The skiff is seesawing 
‘and the air is thick with a 
* scent that means only one 
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~ thing: Humpback Whales. They rock your 


world, squeeze your heart and tickle your 
belly. Oh, what a feeling. If only they could 
bottle it (page 57). 


GRENADA Just jump in and let the gentle drift 

of Grenada’s blue 

waters take you past 

incredible corals, 

esiiiae Nurse 

m» Sharks and curious 

pufferfish. Then 

swim in hot springs, climb a mountain and 
dive the Bianca C (page 44). 





That pretty much 
Sums up what Deb 
fe. Fugitt and her 

Texan photo friends 
> recently ran into on 

St. Vincent. So 
many frogfish, they ran out of film and cried 
“Uncle!”. But don’t be fooled. There's much 
more to it: Red Banded Lobsters, Peppermint 
Shrimp, Teardrop Crabs...(page 54). 
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Recently christened Field Editor 
of Skin Diver, MARTY SNY- 
DERMAN has dived and pho- 
tographed nearly every molecule 
of water in the world’s oceans. 
With his column, Ask the Pro, 
Marty shares his secrets and sheds light 
on the inner workings of an award- 
winning underwater photographer. But 
sometimes we like to get him out and 
about. This month, Marty visits the Cay- 
man Islands, where he learns to appreci- 
ate not only the incredible wall diving, 
but the unique behavioral patterns of its 
marine life. Marty also checked in on the 
Dominican Republic, where he came face 
to face with the leviathan of the sea: the 
Humpback Whale. 


SHUOLNGIYINGD 


In a selfless pursuit of Grenada’s many 
natural splendors, GRANVILLE 
GREENE (left) and BRAD DOANE 
(right) immersed themselves in the 
mineral rich, clay-brown waters ofa 
natural hot spring inside the Grand 
Etang Forest Reserve (sounds like a day 
at the spa to us). There, they stumbled 
upon an American expatriate and self- 
proclaimed “Rastafarian” who had 
turned his back on suburban Florida 
and moved to the island he lovingly re- 
ferred to as “Greeeenada, mon.” 


Qe OR a te oe 
Ces im ae 


...1eaving weekly from Nassau 
to the Exuma Cays. 


NOOR OTNS 


Shawks, gvoupevs, painted walls, blue holes and wove. 
Nitvox, photo/video lab aboava. 22 passengers / || cabins. 
Searkayaking, fishing, bivdaing, beaching... 

...the ultimate escape on your own private yacht. 


PO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 * 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 
email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www.aquacatcruises.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 
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EDITORIAL 





September 11, 2001 


I AM STRUGGLING WITH THIS EDITORIAL BECAUSE OF THE DATE AND TITLE YOU SEE ABOVE. 
Due to lead times in magazine publishing, I am writing this two days after terrorists horrifically 
attacked the United States. We here at Skin Diver have wept for our countrymen and friends who 
were killed, been inspired by the heroism of the rescuers, and felt deep anger at those who assault- 
ed our freedom and nation. Frankly, I feel a little guilty thinking about white sand beaches, warm 


water and cozy resorts. And at the same time, I’m struggling with the question of how it will 


impact the world of diving. Because it will. The events of September 11, 2001, will forever change 


how we live and travel. But change does not mean stop. Diving is what we do, what we love and 
how many of us live. I think this is important to remember. Our lives should not stop. But as I 
write this, I have no clue as to the state of the world come December, the month this issue will be 
published. I hope that when this issue reaches your homes, we have—as a country, a world and 
individually—found resolution. 

We have a tremendous issue this month, and I truly hope it helps you think beyond—but not for- 
get—the terrible tragedy that has befallen our lives. It is a great honor and privilege to be 


American, and I am proud to know that our country has indeed, stood undivided. ** 


TY SAWYER, EDITOR 
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The Palau 
Aggressor Il is an 


“island hopping” live-aboard. 


Rock island hopping that is. 

Every week, the 106-foot 

catamaran Palau Aggressor II 
whisks up to 16 divers away on pampered diving adventures 
exploring the wrecks, walls and channels of Palau’s emerald, 
mushroom-shaped rock islands. 

Throughout the week, Palau Aggressor II guests are 
treated to thrilling dives in the shark-filled waters of Palau 
at sites such as Blue Corner, Ulong Channel and Siaes 
Tunnels. Weather permitting, you'll swim with stingless 
jellyfish in Jellyfish Lake and tour a WWII battlefield on 
the island of Peleliu. 


WORLD OF 


Fons » DION 
EES EE 


BAY ISLANDS CAYMAN ISLANDS 


akg, 


The Palau Aggressor II offers divers unparallel service 
and the finest live-aboard amenities, like nitrox, a hot tub, 
E-6 film processing and eight spacious staterooms each with 
private bath. One of the Aggressor’s most unique features 1s 
the hydraulic lift which allows divers to board the high-speed 
skiff at deck level. When booking your Palau Aggressor II 

adventure, ask us about _¢GRESSo 
our many specials y” 
including free spots 
for groups and Senior —w_ 
® 


Citizen discount. 
FLEET 


Take a “virtual tour” of PA handy inca 


Toll Free in the U.S. and Canada 


the Palau Aggressor Il on the iu c 
video page of our web site. 858 Oo pat 


AGGRESSOR FLEET 


_ (Nitrox 


KONA, HAWAII PALAU RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 » Fax: 985-384-0817 . PO. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 » E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 








1 
yable. 


Two large gear 
encompassing 
pockets keep all 
gauges and octo 
hoses out of the 
way and within 
convenient reach. 


Backpack: ergonomic core Revolutionary AirTrim 

of the h.u.b. system creates system features oversized 
perfect stability and balance inflation and deflation 

in all swim positions. buttons for easy use and 
A retractable handle to assure precise 
provides for easy transport. buoyancy control. 
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The professionals choice since 1954 


Dacor Corporation, One Selleck Street, Norwalk, CT 06855 www.divedacor.com 
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Beginner, Amateur, or Pro A\uto35 housing and Superview 35mm 
Film, Digital, or Video camer 


Start with point and shoot, when you 
want to expand your photographic 
Want to take underwater photographs? capabilities add the optional Macro Kit 


Ikelite has the tools to help you capture or Substrobe A35. 


the moment and turn it into an image 
that will live forever. Our Auto35 requires 
no experience, simply point and shoot for 


great prints. If You shoot with a digital Digital Housing Models for: 
Nikon 
Olympus 
Sony 


cameras, even those using preflash. The — Kodsk_ 
Canon 


camera we offer housings and digital 


strobes designed to work with digital 


Ikelite SLR-AF case houses some of the 


lkelite Substrobes: 
Substrobe A35 
Substrobe 50 
Substrobe DS50 
Substrobe IOO 
Substrobe D125 
Substrobe 200 
Substrobe 4OO 


ikelite 


underwater systems 
50 W. 33rd. Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317-923-4523 

DM 4200 is an underwater digital 


Se eT light and flash meter. Meter the 4 
worlds most sophisticated 35mm cameras available light so camera and strobes 


can be set to balance your lighting for 





ReipauithBl cleienaere and lenses. Our Substrobes and digital 


contact your local dive shop or spectacular color. 


Wale eter tneasentalte light meter help you achieve that perfect 
balanced lighting for spectacular color. If 
its underwater video you want, no one 


houses more models of video cameras 
Housings for over |OO 


than Ikelite. Add one of our video lights to models of Sony and 
JVC camcorders. 


capture the rainbow of colors found in the : 
Choose from 3 models 


underwater world. nat Ale 
of video ignting systems. 











You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 


at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 


© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations ° tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
© 3 dives a day © island exploration ° fishing © sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving ° lazy days 


Write or _ 7 
call: 2 






- CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ©(305) 888-1226 Fax (305) 884-4214 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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technical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 


Is required, . cos ee 
resulting in an a 
muscle 
fatigue not 
Only for 


beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which, 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 
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The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 
special 
blade shape 
Creates 
es oressure MUSTO 
| (lift) by 
Down kick @ generating 4 
pressure differential above and below the 
blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 
small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 


Lower-pressure 


aeronautical engineering in the water 
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Nature's Wing and Propeller-Fin are trademarks of 
Nature’s Wing Fin Design, LLC California, U.S.A. 
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A Lasting 
Impression 
Having just read 
the article in Skin 


Diver titled “WDHOF 
[Women Divers Hall of 
Fame] Members in the 
Navy” [Freeflow, Oct. 
2001], I was delighted to 
see a familiar face in the 
picture. Donna ‘Tobias, 
seated and being outfit- 
ted in the deep sea diving rig, brought back memories of one 
of the toughest and most rewarding five-week periods in my 
life. I met Ms. Tobias (then Petty Officer Tobias) while she 
was one of my instructors in the Navy Scuba School in 
Groton, CT, in the fall of 1978. I remember being instantly 
impressed with her accomplishments. I only had to see the 
Hard Hat diver pin on her OD [Olive 
Drab] green fatigues to know that we were 
in the company of someone very special. 

That was over 23 years ago, but I can 
still remember Ms. Tobias putting us 
through the morning PT [Physical 
Training], the 2-mile swims, the 
“buddy line,” the black-out drills, drown- 
proofing pool sessions and much more to 
ensure that those of us wanting to be a 
Navy diver could be one. Ms. Tobias’ grit 
and determination were contagious, and 
those who were fortunate to have caught 
it, went on to graduate. 

I must say that having inducted her into 
the Women Divers Hall of Fame lends a 
great deal of validation and credibility to 
the organization. Several of their accom- 
plished members I have met personally over the years, but to 
me there has always been one woman in diving that I have 
respected above all others. Congratulations, Ms. ‘Tobias. 

—Howard Alexander, via e-mail 


LETTERS 





Western Shores 
of the Americas 


Tribute to a Hero 

On September 11th, my brave cousin, Firefighter 
Christopher Mozzillo, entered the World Trade Center 
to save lives, doing upyenssnayges = 
the job he loved. (ijgiisilitessmees same 
We haven’t heard 
from him since, and 
as we all know, he 
died a hero. 

He was an avid 
scuba diver and a big 
fan of your maga- 
zine. Publishing this 





Sit, 
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The Glafiorous Life 
Become an Instructor-Dive and Get Paid 





Cocos, Sochfros and Galapagos 


Readers Speak Out 


letter in Skin Diver would be a nice tribute to a wonder- 
ful man and hero. Thank you. 


—Nancy Carrieri, Brooklyn, NY 


Reading Under the Influence 
After getting lost in Steve Alexander’s latest piece on 
Tahiti [““The Gray 
Gods of Tiki,” 
Around the World 
With Steve, Part 2, 
Sept. 2001] Ive 
been doing some 
serious reevaluating. 
This guy’s out on 
the open ocean, 
feeding sardines to 
stingrays, while I sit behind 3 feet of mahogany and a pile of 
spreadsheets. It’s just not fair! I’m now considering quitting 
my job, selling my house and kids (or per- 
haps just loaning them out), and trading it 
all in for a 60-foot sailboat and a Scottish 
terrier named Bull. It’s true adventure, 
man, that boils the blood! And I love a 
magazine that supports this thinking. 
Keep it up. 
—Travis Candill, Topeka, KS 





P.S.—I told my wife about my plans, and 
she’s holding you responsible. 


A Word from the Maldives 


Greetings from the crew of Manthin 
and the management of the company. 

We are shocked and outraged by the 
senseless acts of terrorism on the World 
Trade Center in NYC and the Pentagon 
in Washington, D.C.—unheard of crimes in these times of 
peace. September 11th will remain painfully etched in the 
civilized memory. This is an act of barbarism, not only 
against Americans, but against humanity. We Maldivians 
share America’s anger and sorrow. Our prayers are with 
the bereaved. 

Some of our clients and old friends have written us or 
phoned to ask whether it is safe to travel to our part of the 
world and Muslim countries. Maldives is a Muslim country, 
but we are a peace-loving people who abhor violence and 
bloodshed, a fact well attested by travelers, ancient and mod- 
ern. The country is peaceful and politically stable. There are 
no separatist groups or fundamentalist movements here, like 
those which are the bane of some of our neighbors. 

We would like to assure you that if there is one country in 
the world which is safe to travel, then it is the independent 
Republic of Maldives. 

—Ibrahim Hussain Manik, Galolhu, Maldives => 





WE'RE WATCHING 
OUT FOR*YOU 


DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN?) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 


TAA IA =lecy-l(clatalciii cela s@elge 


To join today, call 1-877-395-0625 | 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 
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Skin Diver's 1st Annual Cover Contest 


find the winner Is... 





SKIN DIVER READERS OVERWHELMED OUR MAILROOM WITH AMAZING IMAGES IN AN EFFORT TO WIN THE 1ST ANNUAL 
Cover Contest. Our staff selected five finalists, then the winner was chosen on Skin Diver Online by our readers. 


Runner-Ups 





Douglas Fisher (Ontario, CA) 
Anemone Clowntish 


EDITED BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 





Ernest Manewal (Sitka, AK) 
Spotted Cleaner Shrimp, Bonaire 






20 www.sskin-diver.com 








Masataka Takeda (Osaka, Japan) 
Silhouette of turtle 





Don Brown (Hilo, Hi) 
“Leru Cut,” Solomon Islands 


GIVING OPPORTUNITIES TO GRO\ 


WOMEN DIVERS BEGINNING IN 2002, THE 
HALL OF FAME” 


WDHOF will award four 
scholarships every March. 
¢ The WDHOF Scholarship: A 
$500 scholarship awarded to a deserv- 
ing female diver. This scholarship is to 
be used for any educational program in 
the dive industry. 


Katherine Smith’s image received 48 per- 
cent of the total votes, and graces the cover of 
our December subscriber issues. The contest 
yielded an incredible showing of brilliant 
underwater photography from around the 
globe. Congratulations to everyone; we hope to 
see more of your work next year! ** —THC 


Tst Place Winner 
Katherine Smith (Houma, LA) 


Glassy Sweepers, Matangi Island, Fiji 





¢ The Hillary Viders Scholarship: A _ 
$2,500 scholarship awarded to any 
female diver or non-diver who is 
enrolled in an accredited college level 
marine science program. | 


¢ The Lifeguard Systems (GS) i 


Scholarship: LGS, through their non- 
profit organization, RIPTIDE, will 
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SON, (HARDY 


YOU MIGHT NOT THINK IT, BUT 
twangy singin’ and great divin’ go 
together like biscuits and butter. And 
from August 2 through 11, the 
Cayman Islands hosted an annual 
event billed as “Cayman Country,” 
which brought a number of hot coun- 
try music acts down to the quintes- 
sential Caribbean paradise, where 
intimate acoustic performances were 
held for a handful of lucky radio con- 
test winners and visiting divers. 

This scuba and songfest has been 
held for the past three years, although 
under a different moniker. This year, 
the event seemed to find its stride. 
Nowhere was this more evident than 
on Seven Mile Beach, where singer 
Blake Shelton, regaled in tight denim 
and a wide-brimmed hat, released a 
frisky young Hawksbill from the 
Cayman Turtle Farm into open water. 
As waves lapped at his boots, Shelton, 
who also had his first number one sin- 
gle on the country charts that week, 
watched with almost parental concern 
as his selected turtle struggled down 
the sand and into the waves. 

Cayman Country featured a number 
of artists, including Rascal Flats; strik- 
ing twin sisters, The Kinleys; mother 
and daughter duo, The Bakers; as well 
as solo acts Chris Cagle, country pow- 
erhouse Travis ‘Tritt and _ others. 
However, the trio of the Wilkinsons 
was the group at the heart of this 
event. Passionate scuba divers all, the 


award unlimited omapets for a full year . 


to a qualified female diver. © 
« ‘The ISAM deat te hs 


Madi will award an annual $500 
scholarship to a female medical, — 


DAUMIN JOLS EOUNEE 















Clockwise from top: Releasing at 
Cayman Turtle Farm; the Wilkinsons in 
concert; divers get ready to go under. 


entire Wilkinson clan has been visiting 
the Cayman Islands for more than 
five years. While other acts stay at 
Grand Cayman’s more plush hotels, 
the Wilkinsons preferred the diver- 
friendly facilities of Sunset House. 
The Wilkinsons’ digs also put them 
right next door to the Seaview Hotel, 
where each night artists played open-air 
performances to a couple hundred salty, 
sun-burnt bubble blowers. All of who 
seemed to agree that the only thing bet- 
ter than listening to great tunes, was 
cruising the big blue. And what better 
place than the Cayman Islands, where 
turtles are as plentiful as midriffs at a 
Shania Twain concert. 
—Dary] Carson 
For information on the Cayman Islands 
and future events, visit www.cayman 
islands.ky. Cayman Country was spon- 
sored in part by PADI. For more infor- 
mation on PADI, visit www .padi.com. 


dental, nursing or other allied health _ ier 


professional student, 


to be used — 


toward ISAM Continuing Meuiat 6 ae 


Education meetings. 


The WDHOF' is an organization and i forma 
providing educational and financial visit wwmmdh 





Remembering 
Jon Hardy 


JON S. HARDY, A SCUBA DIVING 
pioneer, died after a short battle with 
cancer. He was 62. 

Jon started diving in the early ’50s 
and had over 10,000 dives under his 
belt. He taught diving on Catalina, 
was in the Navy, and eventually went 
on to join NAUI, where he served as 
their executive director, writing the 
NAUI instructor manual and assist- 
ing in the curriculum and instruc- 
tor-training procedures for SSI. 

Jon lived in Avalon, 
Catalina, since 1980, 
and was very active in 
helping develop the 
Catalina diving indus- 
try. He started his own: 
charter boat business , 
(Argo Diving Services), ™ 
was a volunteer crew member at the 
Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber, served 
various terms as President of the 
Catalina Island Museum Society and 
as President of the Catalina Chamber 
of Commerce. Additionally, in 1981 
Jon was co-founder of the Avalon 
Underwater Cleanup. 

Jon was well-known and respected 
as an expert witness in court cases 
involving diving accidents. He fre- 
quently shared his findings and 
thoughts through various mediums, 
including the monthly column he 
wrote for Rodale’s Scuba Diving, 
“Lessons for Life.” Jon was also direc- 
tor of Scubalab for Rodale’s. 

I first met Jon in 1980 when I was 
doing a crossover training course. 
During this course, Jon and I dived a 
quarry under the poorest conditions: 
no viz, no marine life. Over the next 21 
years, Jon would introduce me as “the 
guy who took me on the worst dive 
ever.” I will miss it. 

Jon is survived by a son, a daughter 
and a grandson. Donations in his 
memory can be made either to the 
Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber (P.O. 
Box 5069, Avalon, CA 90704) or to 
the Avalon Municipal Hospital (P.O. 
Box 1563, Avalon, CA 90704). == 

—Ken Kurtis 
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FOR SOME TIME NOW, I HAVE VOICED MY 
concerns over a new military technology 
called active sonar. 

The U.S. Navy has developed this technolo- 
gy to locate and track submarines 1n the oceans 
of the world. Typically, an array of speakers is 
towed from a ship, sending out low frequency 
signals to locate subs wherever in the world they 
may be locat- 
ed. The sig- 
nals are 
unimaginably 
potent. A sig- 
nal sent from 
California, 
for example, may be 
picked up in Japan. 

The problem is 
that this noise harms 
marine mammals. Fatally so. 

Last year, 16 whales were stranded along 
the coast of the Bahamas. Four different 
species were represented, washed ashore 
individually and in groups. Nine of these ani- 
mals returned to sea, but seven died. 
Necropsies on these whales revealed bleeding 
in the ears—signs of auditory trauma. 

Not coincidentally, a U.S. Navy battle group 
was nearby, operating a mid-frequency 
“active” sonar. A subsequent investigation 
demonstrated that the sonar had in fact caused 
the whales to strand, or even outright die. The 
entire resident population of Cuvier’s Beaked 
Whales disappeared during this event. 





ENVIRONMENT 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


iat 
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Yet despite overwhelming evidence that these 
technologies pose a direct threat to whale, dol- 
phin and seal populations, the U.S. National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the agency 
responsible for the protection of marine mam- 
mals, is poised to permit expanded use of low 
frequency active sonar (LFA) in US. waters. 

The Navy is seeking permission for an “inci- 


ale Song Silence 
Navy Sonar 


dental take” of a certain number of marine 
mammals while operating LFA—an exemption 
from the Marine Mammal Protection Act and 
its moratorium on harassing whales, dolphins 
and seals. Such permission 1s not automatic. In 
keeping with the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act, applicants for an exemption to the morato- 
rium must satisfy stringent conditions. 

According to the NMFS, the Navy has satis- 
fied these conditions. The Proposed Rule would 
allow the Navy to deploy LFA in the near future. 

But critics of LFA, including the Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDOC), believe 
that the Proposed Rule itself violates the let- 
ter and the spirit of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. 

The 1972 law states that such aya 
takings should be “infrequent, have caused significant 


miavurcable, Coneecidenktal 2 auditory trauma, and even 
@ death, to whales. 


Active sonar systems being 
developed by the U.S. Navy 







shams 






































RSC gi us} 


They should take place within a small 
geographical area and have a “negligi- 
ble impact” upon the species as a 
whole. What is negligible? According 
to the law, “so small...as to warrant lit- 
tle or no intention.” 

LFA clearly fails this test. 

The impacts promise to be frequent 
and intentional, and they are avoidable. 
The geographical area of LFA activity— 
the global ocean—is hardly limited. As 
for “negligible impact,” the Navy itself 
reckons on a yearly take of 10 percent of 
Beaked Whales in the Mediterranean, 12 
percent of Elephant Seals in the eastern 
North Pacific and 16 percent of Blue 
Whales in the eastern north Atlantic. 

The Proposed Rule is further riddled 
with inconsistencies, omissions and a 
bias toward the Navy’s position. 

For example, NMFS relies heavily 
on the Navy’s own scientific findings, 
not on independent, published, peer- 
reviewed literature. As a result, the 
agency underestimates the potential 
for auditory and non-auditory dam- 
age to marine mammals. It also 
ignores impacts on other endangered 
animals, such as Dugongs and 
Northern Right Whales. Partly, this is 
a result of ambiguous statistics that 
serve to underestimate the actual 
level and range of noise produced by 
active sonar. 

In some instances, the agency 
seems willing to warp its own 
_ mandate in order to approve 
| LEA. It raises the standard for 
“harassment,” so that LFA will 
™ pass muster. And the agency 
" fails to adequately explore 
alternatives to full-blown 
deployment of LFA. Such 
alternatives, which would 
_, diminish the damaging effects 
of active sonar, include turning 
* down the volume while main- 
taining effectiveness, relocating 


meee tests to “desert” areas known to 





be unpopulated by marine 
mammals, and using available 
advanced passive sonar devices. 
No one disputes the Navy’s 
genuine need to identify and track 
perceived threats. But many are 
beginning to question whether 
information gathering has to be as 
damaging as war itself. 
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. SwiDnt US-VENDS + LUOSTU LINVISVH) ISNV * 


~~ One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 


and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 
heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the 
romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with 
our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, 


St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation 


, ANSE CHASTANET RESORT SCUBA ST. LUCIA . 


. 


TRANQUILITY. ROMANCE “ADVENTURE 


868 -GO-LU GEA, (465 8242) 
P.O>Box 7000/* Soufriere, St. Laicia, West Indies 
Tel: (758) 459-7000 © Fax: any 459-7700 


Call us for our color brochure, contact your favorite travel agent or go to 
http://www.ansechastanet.com 


PAPUA NEW GUINE A* 


BEST DIVING 


WITH MIKE BALL 


“You will enjoy exceptional marine 
life biodiversity, estimated to be 2 
times greater than the Red Sea and 5 


times greater than the Caribbean.” _ |Mike Ball 
Mike Bal  (2ive Expeditions 


— =a 


Thi U.S. office hours: 
for Papua New Guinea’s Noon-9 pm PST, 3 pm-midnight EST 
best marine life biodiversity. 


© SD/AD 0112 


| |, Papua New Guinea’s Pelagic uss@aeBalanen 
Capital, for big fish and shark action. ww:itilidimeaiaceha 
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Strobe Arms: The Overlooked 


Component 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


Some friends advise me to handhold my strobe, others tell me that using some kind of 


flexible arm 1s the best way to go. What is your advice? —Allan J., Sacramento, CA 





a SM a <) 
.*s Usiny strobe arms that canbe postHioned, 
.- repositioned and locked in place makes 
; vereating propérly lit'images less of'a challenge. { 
4, ‘ ».* 








OddiIHLASY 


FOR MANY YEARS I USED A PAIR OF 
strobes that were mounted on arms for 
my macro work, and handheld a single 
strobe when creating wide-angle 
images. I was reasonably pleased with 
my macro lighting, but all too often I 
was disappointed with the lighting in 
my wide-angle shots. In trying to deter- 
mine the reason for my wide-angle 
lighting problems, I concluded that I 
often misaimed my strobe. I began to 
watch other photographers who were 
handholding their strobe, and it didn’t 
take long to see that I was not alone. 
Many photographers are not as accu- 
rate in aiming a handheld strobe as they 
think they are. 

The entire process was a great learn- 
ing experience for me, because as I 
watched other photographers, I soon 
realized that few actually looked away 
from their viewfinder to check on the 
position and lighting angle of their 
strobe. Instead, they positioned and 
aimed by feel and intuition. And for 
those that did bother to check the posi- 
tion of their strobe, they unintention- 
ally moved their strobe into a less 
desirable position as soon as they 
looked back into their viewfinder and 
began to consider other factors. The 
bottom line was that frequently the 
same folks that could easily shut their 
eyes and place food on a fork dead cen- 


ter in their mouth badly missed their 
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target with a wide-angle strobe. 

So for standard lighting situations, I 
became a firm believer that using high- 
quality, articulated strobe arms that are 
easy to position, reposition and lock 
into place is the best way to go. Allan 
might want to handhold a strobe when 
sidelighting and backlighting, but for 
standard frontlighting, I highly recom- 
mend using a strobe arm or arms. 

When creating macro images, I rec- 
ommend positioning strobes in close to 
your lens and subject. You want your 
camera system to be as compact as possi- 
ble and, at the same time, you want to get 
your strobes close to your subject in 
order to maximize the depth of field. 
When using a wide-angle system, I rec- 
ommend unfurling the articulated arms 
and positioning the strobes slightly 





Shorten Your Learning Curve...And Have Fun While You Do 


At the risk of sounding like the com- 
pany hack, I want to tell you about a 
great new way to improve your under- 
water photography and have a ton of fun 
in the process. I just returned home 
from The First Annual Roatan U/W 
Photo/Video Championship, and even 
at the end of a frenetic week in 
Honduras, I am still buzzed. Parti- 
cipants created some superb images, and 
there were great prizes awarded to those 
who produced the top photographs. 
However, the best part of the week was 
the shared enthusiasm for underwater 
photography, and the amazing photo- 
graphic progress made by the attendees. 

So what does this have to do with you? 
Well, this championship was the first in a 
series of photographic events that Skin 
Diver is sponsoring in various destina- 
tions around the world. Kona, HI, is 
scheduled for next spring and Roatan 
will host its Second Annual 
Championship next summer. While 


these destinations have their own unique — 
charm and appeal, the central themes of — 


all the events will be for everyone to share 
their enthusiasm for underwater photog- 
raphy, improve the quality of their 
images, go diving, enjoy some prizes and 






above and as far to the side of your sub- 
ject as possible. In addition, try placing 
your strobes a few inches behind the film 
plane in order to avoid unwanted flare on 
the side of a frame, which results from 
having a strobe placed too close to your 


...try placing your 
strobes a few inches 


behind the film plane... 


frame line. This positioning technique 
will help avoid ruinous backscatter. 
Using firmly locked down strobe 
arms will also help you edge light—a 
technique in which skilled photogra- 
phers try to light their subject with the 


have fun meeting other shutterbugs. 
During the week-long events, semi- 
nars will be given by a number of wide- 


Photographers sharing their work. 


ly known photo pros. Attendees will 
receive some personal photographic 
advice, have an opportunity to try some 
new gear and shoot lots of film. 
Ultimately, there is nothing that can 
help you improve the quality of your 
underwater photography more than 
shooting and evaluating a lot of film 
over a short period of time. That kind 
of opportunity can only be enhanced by 


inside portion of the light from their 
strobes, while not illuminating the out- 
of-focus particles that are between the 
film and the subject in order to mini- 
mize backscatter. When using high- 
quality, articulated arms such as those 
made by UltraLight Control Systems 
and Technical Lighting Control, you 
have the advantage of being able to lock 
your strobes into place underwater, then 
turning your camera system around so 
you can see exactly where your strobes 
are positioned and aimed. At that point, 
you can make any needed adjustments. 
When you then turn the system 
around again into the shooting posi- 
tion, you can have the confidence to 
know that your strobes will be properly 
positioned, allowing you to concentrate 
on composition and other things. ** 


having a photo pro around to bounce 
questions off of. 

In Roatan, participants stayed at a 
number of resorts, including Anthony’s 
Key Resort, Bay Islands Beach Resort, 
Coco View, Fantasy Island Beach Resort 
and aboard the Bay Islands Aggressor. 
Photo pros Rick Frehsee, David 
Fleetham, Jim Church, Steve Simonsen 
and I stayed at the various resorts, so 
each property had an attending pro to 
serve as a coach during the week. Local 
video pro, Tim Bland helped out as 
well. In addition, we all gathered 
together to attend photo pro seminars 
and ask them questions. 

It was great diving, mouth-watering 
food, the beauty and charm of Roatan 
and plenty of fun! Attendees were pho- 
tographers at various levels. All equally 
welcome, as the themes of camaraderie, 
fun and helping everyone improve their 


photography provided the ambiance. As_ 
will be the case at future events, we cel- 
ebrated the winners, but this wasn’t a_ 


“win at all costs” kind of event. 

If you want to shorten your learning 
curve and have fun in the process, join us 
at one of Skin Diver’s upcoming Photo 
Championships. Hope to see you there. 


WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists of nine 





26 www.skin-diver.com 


interactive classes taken at your convenience. 


PHOTO: TY SAWYER 
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asy Island Beach Resort 
any Bay Islands, Honduras 


Escape to Dive Specia 
From $553 Per person 
3 7 Nights 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

: accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 

snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 
3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ..and much much more. 











: mana ; T i | ee of Ww fost class beach resort, you might 
“i Chink you landed in the Medilervrancan. 
Chis wo Koalam with ll ils charm-and all 


Bay (alanis are famous for. 


In the U.S. call: Guha i: 
800/6762826 BEACH RESORT 
WWW-FANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM 












HammerHeads 
Enter the Fun 
Zone 


HAMMERHEADS TAKE PRIDE 
IN abiding by their own cre- 
ative rules and regulations, 
affectionately known as their 
“Sacred Truths.” 
Members 
demonstrated 
their passion for 
“Truths” at the 2nd 
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Annual Fun Zone Trip to the Cayman 
Islands, which took place July 21 to 28, 
2001. Following are just a few Sacred 
Truths that were clearly in place at this 
year’s event: 

Sacred Truth #1: Create fun events 
that encourage divers to get back in 
the water. 

The Annual Fun Zone Trip was cre- 
ated to encourage divers from around 
the world to experience some of the 
world’s best dive destinations. An 
exclusive airfare, hotel and dive trip 
package was offered to all members. 













For this year’s trip, 
Bob Soto’s provided 
the staff and ser- 
vices for the journey 
to Grand Cayman. 

Sacred Truth #2: 

Encourage diving through underwater 
imaging. 

This year’s Fun Zone Trip was 
sponsored in part by Kodak and Sea & 
Sea Underwater Photography. Kodak 
provided free use of film to all the 
members, and several took advantage 
of this offer by trying underwater 
photography for the first time. 

Sacred Truth #3: Above all, have a 
blast in all that they do! 

As part of their package, Hammer- 

Heads attended a number of fun 
theme parties, as well as a sunset 
cruise that divers agreed upon as “a 
complete blast.” 
For more information on the Hammer- 
Heads, contact Lydia Eldridge at 
(858) 616-6408, or check out www. 
h-heads.com. 


The Sea Divers 


THE SEA DIVERS Is A 
non-profit recreational 


scuba diving club 
based in Southern 
California. The club 


schedules 12-plus boat dives 
a year, offered at a discounted 
price. These boat dives include food 
and air fills, almost always make a min- 
imum of four dives, are limited to 28 
scuba divers, and reserved bunks/ 
staterooms for club members. 

The Sea Divers monthly general 

meetings are held at Round ‘Table 
Pizza in Torrance, CA. Meetings usu- 
ally feature a guest speaker. Upcoming 
topics are “Loving Dive Spots to 
Death” and “Everything You Wanted 
to Know About Free Diving.” Other 
activities include beach clean-ups and 
fundraising for one of the area’s hyper- 
baric chambers. 
If youre interested in _ learning 
more and perhaps joining the group 
on its trip to the Northern Channel 
Isles in December, visit www.tston 
ramp.com/ ~chilling. 


Yale Mole are lvl om alu aw ce 





allenr@emapusa.com. 
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- wpe ae fect dive vacation. 





cava edie 


i } er a ' : 2 : Surfacing is quite the indulging experience at the charming 
Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald Casino. 


Here, you'll dive into lavish luxury with 247 elegant guest rooms, 













Habitat Curacao is the home of diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days cach with'a spectacular private balcofiy oy tires Aird In 


a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat 
and beach dives daily, 24-hour unlimited shore diving & snorkeling 
and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest Rodale’s, the resort boasts an abundance of exhilarating amenities 
coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden 
and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette, and activities including four restaurants and a 5,000-sq.-ft. casino. 
telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant 
& bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! 


addition to being rated one of the World's Favorite Dive Sites by 


For reservations, call (800) 223-6388. Or, visit us at 


www.marriotthotels.com/curmc 
Tel. 1-800-327-6709 
Fax: 305-438-4220 
www.habitatdiveresorts.com Sey ras CURACAO 


6 Habitat Curacao 


Curacao, Netherlands Antilles ) thinkin g of you 





EACH RESORT & 
EMERALD CASINO 





"Mushroom Forest”, “Sponge Forest”, 
"Hells Corner”, “The Wall”, rare corals, 
exotic marine life, 150 foot visibility, shore 
e and boat access. Just a fewfGt the things 


that make our island ae@iing and snorkeling 

_ paradise unique in all the world. Marvelous 

hotels, casinos, nightlife, duty: ree shopping, 
| | Intemational cuisiné- Pristine Beaches; hiking, 


_ biking, historic architecture oat of course, 
our Dutch hospitality. Dive with us in Curacao; 
_ in the Dutch Caribbean. Bring the family 
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Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each 


month we bring you the 


BY KYLE FOSTER 


latest in diving media. 


THE BEST THING ABOUT 
Marine Life of the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans by Gerald 
Allen and Roger Steene 1s 
that it doesn’t make me feel 
the least bit stupid for not 


DIVER SLIBRARY 









AMPLIL RE SCOT IN 
DINE \ACATION®! 





Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire's 
Western Shore within minutes of the airport and 
town. 26 stylish apartments overlook lush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share 
amenities with the nearby Plaza Resort Bonaire 
or simply relax at your exclusive home away 
from home. 

Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com 


TRAVEL 


HahorHime oucan Diving 


PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE 
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knowing my marine critters or their 
appropriate names. Rather, the book 
reassures me with some friendly 
advice, “There’s no need to panic at 
the site of unpronounceable scientific 
names that appear in this book.... 
There is seldom agreement on their 
pronunciation, even among scien- 


Beston, Los Angeles, Miami, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Newark, JFK, Atlanta, Chicago, & Houston 
| R/T from Miami, 8 days/7 nights, Jr. Suite, 6 Days, - 1 Tank, Unlimited 
Shore Diving, Airport Transfers, Hotel Taxes & Service Charges. 


tists!” Hey, if scientists can’t even get 


it straight, then I’m doing fine. 


With this book to help me, words 
like Tubastraea faulkneri don’t intimi- 
date me. Because I can rest assured 
that they’re accompanied by a much 


PONK| Kot 


Plaza Resort Bonaire 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire’s premier luxury 
oceanfront resort with 200 spacious suites and 
villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI **#** Gold Palm 
Resort and NAUI/IDD *#*** Dive Center 

(with Nitrox, TEC/REC), photo and video shop, 
casino, spa and fitness center, tennis, pool, 
watersports, boat, car and scooter rental, 
activities desk, Aquakids, conference center and 
more! Great shore diving from our beach & pier 
24 hours a day. 

Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazaresortbonaire.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 
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friendlier term like Orange Daisy 
Coral. Now, that I can understand. 
And, I can reference the clear and 
bright picture above the term to see 
that, gee, it really does look like a 
daisy. How clever. The book also 
explains what a 7Joxopneustes pileolus is 
and why the scientist who first worked 
on it almost 
lost his life. He 
was apparently 
too busy with 
the long scien- 
tific name and 
didn’t have this 
book to tell him 
that what he 
was working 
with was a 
Toxic Sea Urchin. 

Not only is Marine Life of the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans informative, but 
amusing, too. Sidebars with names like 
“The Wonderfully Weird World of the 
Assfish” offer opportunities for a child- 
ish giggle or two. And the photography 
takes the reader on a most fulfilling 
dive, all without getting wet. The book 
is an all-around success, as it has beau- 
tifully captured the exotic animals and 
plants of this region, their proper iden- 


Marine Life of the 
Pacific and Indian 
Oceans 
by Gerald Allen, 
photography by 


Roger Steene, 
Tuttle Publishing, 
$16.95, (617) 951- 
4080, www.tuttle 
publishing.com 





PeRiPLus NatTuge Guines 


Marine Life of 


THE PACIFIC 


and Indian Oceans 


al 
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tifications and still finds room to be 
interesting. The intriguing and brilliant 
photographs and light, colloquial lan- 
guage of this book make it easy and fun 
to learn about the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans’ marine life. And I learned that 
I can be just as smart as any scientist, at 
least now that I’ve read this book! 


For information on how te submit a 
product for review 1n Diver's Library, 


contact Kyle Foster at 
fosterk(@emapusa.com. 








The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribbean... 





As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
VAUR'T- ese el Bo TAN) 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, ambi- 
ence, and world famous 
shore diving that will 
knock your booties off. The 
24/7 shore diving is guar- 
anteed incomparable! 
Some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the 
bar.” 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, TV, 
and all the amenities of a 
first class beach regeft, 
you just might be fagjed, 
into thinking you landed"In 
iUaTemiCcrelhclaeslalcrsliMm olene 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
scuba diving the island is 
relereletsm le 


Your Specialtist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 | 





Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge 
is the Caribbean’s SRI sanc- 

_ tioned whale shark research 

\ field station. 8 oceanfront, 
air condiigned rooms with 
private porch or balcony. 
Spectacular boat-diving 
includes sea mounts with 
sheer walls, delicate blue- 
bell tunicates, and a real 
opportunity to see rare 

whale sharks. 


international: 352-588-4132 








It's time to look them under! 
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Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 


HEL MELULCUUEICIMAIIE 





This red box contains the only dive equipment in the world 
that turns 
ordinary recreational dives 
into extraordinary recreational dives! 


Still diving color blind? 
Log on to aquacolormask.com 





Entire Aquacolor” Story; 
Dealer Near You; Dealer Site 


Aquacolor® products are made in America. 
"Support the American economy! Call your favorite dive shop today for your own Aquacolor® fogless mask. 


_ Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 800-382-0158 Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 800-274-0424 






















Theories abound regarding 
the whereabouts of old 
Saint Nick in the off-season. 
Its believed that. much like 
AY FeV(0) sam cers (OL 0 Comm pyetcel oval | Mamma le 
holds a series of training 
camps to ramp up for the 
loy(emersyy4 






Fortunately, one of Skin Divers secret agents (all the best magazines 
have them) got a tip that Claus might be doing his dive-gear distri- 
bution training on Santa Catalina Island (no relation), off the coast of 
Southern California. Like CNN during the Gulf War, the Skin Divercam- 
era crew showed up on the beaches to document the event. We found 
Claus tooling around in a decked out golf cart, bestowing gifts on the 
local bubble-blowers. When asked why he wasn’t using his reindeer 
and sleigh, Claus cited the foot and mouth disease scare, saying he 
didn’t want to place Rudolph and the gang at risk. Skin Diver did, how- 







4 by Daryl Carson ever, get to peek inside Santa's dive duffel, and what we found were 
~ & Ryan Allen the hottest of holiday gifts. 
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3. Suunto Mosquito Dive 
Computer $399, (800) 775- 
3483, www.aqualung.com. 
4. Oceanic Cyberskin $119.95, 
(510) 562-0500, www.ocean 
icww.com; Sea & Sea NX100 Pro 
Housing (for Nikon F100) 
$2,795. As pictured with YS350 
strobes, sync cords, dome port 
& extension ring $6,939, (760) 
929-1909, www.seaandsea.com. 

















2. Draeger Dolphin Semi-closed Rebreather 
6. Oeeanic Al Baskpaci 
7. DiveeAlert SubDuck 
lusa’s Platina Evolution BC 


Shortie Z mm Wetsuit 
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8. Sea Quest 
Aeris Atmos XT 


more ¥ 
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9. Oceanic Shadow Mask 4° 
562-0500, www.oceanicww.com. 





1, Atomic Tl Titanium Regulator 
(7/14) 375-1433, www.atomicaqua 
‘ors @y Gressi-sub Big Eves Mask 
$74, (201) 594-1450, www.cressi 
cube ont Qe Seubepre MAZU/S600 
Regulater fof; ei fires 
WWW.scubapro.com. = | © 
Computer eat euch 
Wwwdivedacor.com. = 


$9 to 40, Contact: Peter Stone 


Co., USA Inc. (302) 436-0200, 


WONT iene, a IRONLe AULO du 
$160.00, (317) 923-4523, www.ike 





lite com Ze Armor Stealth Luggage #5 
Set $552 (Lg $261.95. Med $204, Sm 
$156), (813) 764-8844, www.armor 
coo ou Bs Farallon Mk7 DPV 
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(As show with 
DP115 domeport and 
45° swivel piece, 
$3,761), (305) 451- 
3737, www.stephen 
frink.com. 


ndon D. Cole 


bite a af ts (eigen ut 4 iS: 


‘Bra 


Come dive with our Big Buddies aboard the luxury 
live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver 
in every stateroom and air conditioned throughout. 


THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


Diving ip on 


Provided eqs ay? 
by ey 
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www. amigosdelmar.com 
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Henderson Hypersiretch 7/5 mm Wetsuit 


Scubapro Twin Speed F ing 


PHOTOS: DARYL GARSON/BERNICE GUEVARRA 





































bea Watson s 
Undersea Adventures 


Delivers the Experience of Diving 





NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 












_ World's Scuba Depth and Distance Record Holder 


WALKER'S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 





Walker’s Cay Undersea Adventures, Abaco 
Bahamas — The world’s hottest shark dive. 
Haareloliatcmanlelacm tarslanm neleme)t-(e1.qu]emm@r-Valeler-r.la 
reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks 
swirling before you as they feed on the 
famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected 
marine park. A private island resort. 3 day, 
2 night packages starting at 396.00 pp. 





A} GM OM AANVAWANUAALSY-UAN EC URSOLUMOLOLORTAW CLL Cc] RSM ATEORT 
Email: walkers@nealwatson.com 


WALKER’S CAY, ABACO, BAHAMAS 





SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 


~ 
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Scuba Bimini Undersea Adventures, Bimini 
Bahamas — Just a few short miles across 
the Gulfstream, but a world away. Wrecks, 
reefs and walls, tons —~ _ 
0) outstanding paw ~ 
Marine life, located at —- a * 
SEOUL E ane 
3 hotel with restaurant © fea 
= and bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 3 
day, 2 night packages starting at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.htm| 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 








BIMINI, BAHAMAS 








XANADU 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 








re 7 : ; - 
Experience the best in diving right now. Xanadu Undersea 





. s ‘ : Adventures, Freeport 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. Bahamas - Offers up to 
In the US and Canada Call Toll Free at OS haeracae cu ala 


Tale night —_ dives, 


1-800-327-8150 wrecks, hand feeding 


sharks, walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy 


(954) 462-3400 or (954) 462-41 00°FAX ) our private beach, pool & tennis. We’re 
a | on minutes from golf, casino & shopping. 3 
PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 Hehe riahtiouckatae’startingiat’165:00 pb. 
E-mail_us: info@nealwatson.com 
ane www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
Get information 24 hours.a day at Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 














FREEPORT, BAHAMAS 
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Breathe confident, Breathe MAX-AIR ° 


Compact, lightweight, 
and truly portable 
> 4.2scim* working pressure 4000psi 
Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi 
in 19 min** 
e Tri-chem air purification system 
e Weight: 85 lbs 
Size: L28” X D138” KX H15" 
Comes ready-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 
e Low maintenance 


Stationary, | 
Continuous 
Duty Units 


Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 
for all breathing 
air applications! 
Continuous duty capability 
e 10.8scim* working pressure 5000psig 
> Tri-chem air purification system 
® Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


e Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


e Air storage system compatible 
Fills an 8Ocft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


° Hectric 7.5hp, 220/440 volt - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 hz 


Teer Sapa 
: pie, es 
Sears i, Aaa, . 
Cy, ee AA, SP a ee OE: 
ae oe" Vea 


Phone: 830¢°257¢5006 Fax: 830¢257¢3720 ¢ 
2807 Peddler Lane ¢ Kerrville, TX 78028 U.S.A. 


WWW.max-air.com 


*Based on charging an 80cft cylinder from 500psi to 3000psig 
**Time required to fill 80eft cylinder from SOO0psi to 3000psiy 
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‘BLUE ADVENTURES 


IMAGINE YOU’ VE TAKEN THE FAMILY 
out to the local buffet every night for the 
last three months. You're sitting around 
the table one evening, rolling your peas 
from one end of the plate to the other, 
maybe feeling a little fat and restless, 
when a strange idea pops into your head. 
For no reason at all, you suddenly an- 
nounce that tomorrow you're packing up 
for an 8,000-mile swim down to Mexico. 
That might sound crazy to you, but 
for thousands of California Gray 
Whales, it’s an annual ritual. (Well, ex- 
cept for the part about the peas.) From 
late December to 
May, the whales 
leave their sum- 
mer home above 
the Arctic Circle, 
north of Alaska, 
for the warm 
waters of Baja 
California for 
their breeding 
and calving sea- 
son. This migra- 
tion is one of the longest by any mam- 
mal in the world. After months of gorg- 
ing themselves in the rich feeding 
grounds of the north, the whales are fit 
and strong enough to make the treach- 
erous journey south. En route, they’ll 
find little, if anything to eat, and will 
subsist on energy stored in their muscle, 
blubber and body fat. A month earlier, 
on the other side of the country, Hump- 
back Whales in the North Atlantic un- 
dertake a slightly shorter migration to 
the birthing grounds on the Silver 
Bank, a marine sanctuary north of the 
Dominican Republic. The migration of 


| whales to and from these places pre- 





Humpback Whales have much to teach us. 


C2 


BY WYLAN D 





sents an incredible opportunity for fam- 
ilies—human families, that is—to 
spend a few moments among these gi- 
gantic creatures and experience their 
beauty and gentle nature. 

To me, there is probably nothing more 
fantastic than seeing a whale in its natural 
habitat. I saw my first whales in the wild 
when I was 14 years old, and the experi- 
ence changed me forever. I had been 
standing in waist-deep water in Laguna 
Beach, CA, when two enormous barnacle 
encrusted backs broke the surface a few 
hundred yards offshore and spouted right 

before my eyes. 
| felt as if I was 
_ seeing a living di- 
_ nosaur. Anyone 
who has shared a 
similar experience 
will understand 
what I’m talking 
about. Fortunate- 
ly, as more charter 
boats offer reason- 
able rates on whale 
watching excursions, these close encoun- 
ters of the whale kind are now available to 
most any family that can get to the ocean. 
The charter boat captains have a good sys- 
tem for locating whales and, in most cases, 
a thorough understanding of whale be- 
havior, which makes the day at sea educa- 
tional and memorable. 

There are also a few things you can do 
beforehand—like reading books, study- 
ing photos and watching films—to make 
the experience more engaging for your 
children. Then, once you’re onboard, 
have them look for the blow or spout com- 
ing from the water. Challenge them to 
identify different types of whales by their 


PHOTO: MARTY SNYDERMAN 





spouts. For example, California Gray 
Whales have a V-shaped spout because of 
their double blowhole. Teach your chil- 
dren the different diving patterns, too. 
Gray Whales surface to breathe two to 
four times before they take a deep dive, af- 
ter which they’!I stay under for about five 
minutes. And don’t forget to point out 
that the dolphins, which are commonly 
seen riding the bow wake of the boat, are 
actually a small, toothed species of whale. 
If you’re lucky, you can simply stand 
back and watch in amazement some of 
the more spectacular behaviors like 
breaching. There is no sight in nature 
that can be compared with the image of a 
40-ton Humpback Whale catapulting 
out of the water, then falling back to the 
surface with an enormous splash. I once 
saw a Humpback off the coast of Maui do 
this 40 times in a row—right next to our 
boat! We still don’t know why whales en- 


Wace Watcu 

Charter boats are a great way to see 

whales on their annual migrations. 

But if you should try to venture out 
in your own boat, here are a few tips 

to > is éncounter. a “a RG 


_ the whale’s course. 
e Remember that Federal Law 
Seidelaiielimwar-le-+S3igle Maat-lalalomasrelene 
mals in U.S. waters. 


gage in such acrobatics, but our lack of 
knowledge does nothing to diminish this 
incredible sight. Maybe they’re showing 
off. Maybe they’re taking delight in the 
successful completion of another long 
journey. Or maybe they’re just happy 
thinking about those big delicious meals 
that await them at the end of their next 
trip. The truth is whales still have much 
to teach us. But by learning more about 
them and sharing your experience with 
others, you can be part of ongoing con- 
servation efforts to ensure that they re- 
turn again and again. 

For more information about whale watch- 
ing and for more ocean adventures with 
kids, visit www.wyland.com. 
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Discover Our Diversity 


700 Islands, 2 Oceans, Thousands of Dive Sites... Only Minutes From Miami! 


BAHAMAS DIVE Visit our on-line dive guide at: 


Visit Our Official 


Association Website 
and Request our FREE | 
i ee SRF nos. Soe Bahamas Diving Association 
Bahamas Dive Guide RO gs ebay 
or CD-ROM Diving AW oos Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 


Bahamas OW ei, Wt dalamastiting.con 


1-800-866-DIVE e Intl. 305-442-7095 


Brochure. email: info@bahamasdiving.com 


BAHAMAS Dive GUIDE Photo Credits: Stephen Frink. © 2001 Bahamas Diving Association/CLINE, SD9/01 
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DISCOVER OUR DIVERSITY AT ONE OF THESE 
BAHAMAS DIVING ASSOCIATION Dive OPERATORS: 


ABACO 

BRENDAL’S DIVE CENTER INTERNATIONAL......WWW.BRENDAL.COM .ccccosccoscesscesscecscecsccescess 800-780-9941 
DIVE ABACO LID. .:xexsecrzexserseerzerzerrzexxesrs WWW. DIVE-ABACO.COM sarxzexsersexreexzexrerxzerx2xx:000-247-5338 
FROGGIES Out ISLAND ADVENTURES LTD......WWW.OI.NET /FROGGIES ...sscsssoseseossss ane 242-366-0024 
WALKERS CaY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES ....... WWW.NEALWATSON.COM vrrsersarrsersnerserseerseeses 800-327-8150 
ANDROS 

ANDROS UNDERSEA ADVENTURES ..2+<2<2ex2xex WWW.NEALWATSON.COM / ANDROS.HTML cxerarseeee 800-462-4100 
SEASCAPE INNsssescsesescsssceccasssaseassceceaase)WWW.SEASCAPEINN.COM sssscsscsessessesssecscssaccae 242-369-0342 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE veresrresrerrserroeeaes WWW. SMALLHOPE.COMssrrsversrrscerearerersrereseers 800-223-6961 
BIMINI 

Bitt & NOwpLA KEEFE'S BIMINI UNDERSEA ..WWW.BIMINIUNDERSEA.COM evecrserszerrsereee wer1272 000-348-4644 
SCUBA BIMINI ssssscsccsssscsnsccascsaccesszacazaass WWW.SCUBABIMINI.COM ssascssasssaccxensseszczsacezs 800-848-4073 
CAT ISLAND 

GREENWOOD DIVE CENTER & RESORT......<..WWW.GREENWOODBEACHRESORT.COM wssasssssssass.2427942"3053 
ELEVUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND 

VALENTINES DIVE CENTER, ...ssesessscsccsesacsean WWW. VALENTINESDIVE.COM scsssscsesssasassasecsessae2 42"333"2000 
EXUMA 

Exuma Dive CENTER & WATERSPORTS........WWW.BAHAMASVG.COM / EXUMADIVE.HTML....-..000-874-7213 
EXUMA SCUBA ADVENTURES .2xeszerecxeccecrecre WWWeEXUMASCUBA.COM ecrarxncceerersersexaexereeex600-525-2210 
PEACE & PLENTY w.ssscessssases eit: saaseaasan. WWW.PEACEANDPLENTY.COM sessesssecaasaceseassseae 800-525-2210 
LONG ISLAND 

STELLA MARIS INN,....cccsnssseceacsescscccesoacce WWW.STELLAMARISRESORT.COM cacecssesee eungasted 800-426-0466 
CAPE SANTA MARIA BEACH RESORT .«+2-+e-s- WWW. CAPESANTAMARIA,COM serersersererserxernex22600-663-7090 
SAN SALVADOR 

RIDING ROCK RESORT vexzexx«-2« See ote -WWW.RIDINGROCK. COMecreceverexceesersrexeernersexx1 00-27 2° 1492 
GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 

GRAND BAHAMA SCUBA ceeeexerreerexreereexzere WWW.GRANDBAHAMASCUBA.COM xxexxeexzerzexxexx:000-7 53-7282 
SUNN ODYSSEY DIVERS.......000.. PLES) TRS WWW.SUNNODYSSEYDIVERS.COM ..scscssssssssacceaen 242-373-4014 
UNEXSO (Unperwarer EXPLORERS SOCIETY) ...WWW.UNEXSO.COM sareversnersersereverserne pasteles 800-992-DIVE 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, .:s1s:22::01<.WWW.XANADUDIVE.COM scassscssasecsaees azasazaasaxas00-327-8150 
NEW PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 

BAHAMA DIVERS LTD ..ssssssssssecsassescascacas WWW.BAHAMADIVERS. COM sessssesssscssasszaseaseass 800-398-DIVE 
CUSTOM AQUATICS LID. .srecssersersresersversesnererersersenseeeserserererserenesrersrereereneserrererereeees 242302" 1492 
DIVE DIVE DIVE .sxssxcsasncecancxxecsazanecoxcacezs WWW.DIVEDIVEDIVE.COM saszazssaczaxraaxzexxaax20xx21000°368-3483 
DIVER'S HAVEN ...soscessecrsesveres tetaicuss WWW. DIVERSHAVEN.COM ..evsresvevcesveeveccneresrees 242-393-009 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE crxsaxecarsxazssxazzcxxzaxx,WWW.DIVENASSAU.COMexsazserxraxzcxxazazcxzzenzzxx11800°32/°O 1 50 
STUART COVE'S DIVE BAHAMAS jecesccssesseoeeWWWeSTUARTCOVE.COM ccccsccessessecccsceosessescsesOO"/ OO" 2000 


DIVE LIVEABOARDS 

AQUA CAT CRUISES,..csccosececsososersccosecere »WWW.AQUACATCRUISES.COM ..sscecsesescecsecereoees 888-327-9600 
BLACKBEARD'SCRUISES .<x2:x2xx aerererexateeerrexe WWW.BLACKBEARD™CRUISES. COM sxsrxezezexexexxxxx11000-327-9600 
BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES.......cececesseseses - WWW.BOTTOMTIMEADVENTURES.COM......csecesesee 800-234-8464 
CAT PPALU CRUISES .cssvserssrsesereeserersereeee WWW. CATPPALUCRUISES.COM ssrserersrrexererserers 600-327-9600 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES, .sesesssssssssssesesnas WWW.NEKTONCRUISES.COM sessssessssacacssasasezes 800-899-6753 
OCEAN EXPLORER, INC. ...csreseeserererereeseves - WWW.OCEANEXPLORERINC.COM .esersrsrerseserererer 800-338-9383 
SEA DRAGON ccscsssracaxsssxexcxcxcaxaxexexsxcaxazs WWW.SEADRAGONBAHAMAS.COM srxzasszazazax2x22229 94-9 22-0161 
SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES.....cscscesesesesees WWW. SEAFEVER.COM seveeseoecscsceresereseceseseseres 800-443-3837 


Find more information on these members, 
plus recent articles, reviews and our on-line 
Bahamas Dive Guide at www.bahamasdiving.com 





Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE 
Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 7 

Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com ¢ bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com ¢ www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M 

Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway cities 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 
Shopping and Kodak film processing center 
unexso.com 





Riding Rock Inn 
800-272-1492 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com ¢ www.ridingrock.com 





800-426-0466 
954-359-8238 


Dive famous Shark Reef. 
Pristine Conception Wall. 
World’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 
1-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, 
sailing, biking. And more! 

smrc@stellamarisresort.com ¢ stellamarisresort.com 


Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas Stettn Maris 





Valentines Dive Center, 
Harbour Island, 
Bahamas 


877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 
World’s best beaches. 


info@valentinesdive.com ¢ www.valentinesdive.com 
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A diver eases into the current as a large 
gorgonian sensually undulates in the flow. 
Inset below: A fisherman caught in 
contemplation of the setting sun. 
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| Grenada’ Ss laid back and rough- -around- the- -edges atmosphere lures savvy 
divers.to this lush Caribbean outpost. ‘text sy GRAnvitte GREENE * PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRAD DOANE 
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pon top of Belair Hill on the 13 square-mile 
island of Carriacou, Ricky Neckles sings a song 
to me. 

welcome to Car-ri-a-cou, welcome 


Welcome, mon, 


stranger, welcome to de West Indies, mon...yeah, oh ye-heh= 
heh, yeah, yeah, oh yeah, mon! 

He knocks fists with me in the traditional Grenadian 
greeting and wanders back to his shady spot-béneath 
the flowering Kokioe tree, bursting red behind us. A trio 
of sleepy-looking donkeys nibble the grass nearby, and 
the little town of Hillsborough spreads out below.Just 
beyond it, a pair of rocky guano-drenched«islands: jut 
from the water, the Two Brothers. ei 

A couple of-hours earlier I was. immersed in the 
waters off the Brothers with Max, the German operator 
of Carriacou Silver Diving. Carried by Strong currents, 
we slipped over swaying branches of black coral and tri- 


descent green sea sponges, with shimmering schools of 


tiny bait fish mingling .in massive clouds above. us, 
before darting into the surrounding blue just as quickly 


as they had come together. We also came upon a pair of 


Nurse Sharks nestledtn a lair beneath a rocky outcrop- 
ping, and spotted two large pufferfish and a sea turtle. 
One of themost appealing reasons to dive off Grenada 
is the languorous drift diving. On most-dives, I position 
myself afewfeet over the coral, claspmy arms across my 
chest ..and -slet 
gorgeous fields ef healthy coral. I slipped into the sea 
above'a dive'site called Kohani, off of Indigo Bay on the 
southeasterriside Of the island, and at 45 feet below the 
surface, a strong current Sweeps me over low coral reefs, 
where I. sight blue 
sponges, Spotted Morays, puffer- 
fish, rays and.grouper. Boss Reef, 


the currents” carry me. over 


vibrant 


off of Grand Anse, alsovoffers a 
number of fanta$ti¢ dive sites for 
drift diving, including one called 
Northera Exposure, wheré at 50 
feet down’ I spot several Jarge 
grouper and more moray eels. 
Back in Hillsborough, a. young 
fisherman’ plays with a 4-foot 








GRENADA 


Southern Stingray off the end of the pier. 
As he brings in the ray, a group of chil- 
dren crowd around him, screaming with 
delight. A large, gold-toothed lady, hawk- 
ing soursap fruits nearby, cackles with 
delight as the sun sets beyond. 

While Carriacou has only 6,000 or so 
people living upon it, its big sister, 
Grenada, feels only slightly more cos- 
mopolitan, despite being much more 
populated. Most of Grenada’s residents 
live in seaside towns filled with historic 
colonial stone buildings and veranda- 
fronted wooden structures, but the cen- 
ter of the island is relatively unpopulat- 
ed. A working horn and good brakes are 
essential along the narrow, twisting 
roads that wind you up and round the 
curvy sides of the towering, green- 
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cloaked peaks 

dominating the 

21-mile-long 

island. ‘There the 

waterfalls, rivers 

and hot springs are tucked amid lush, 
dripping forests of nutmeg and gargan- 
tuum fern, and giant bamboo creak in 
the soft wind blowing in from the 
Caribbean Sea. 


A crowd of Fether Duster Worms filters 
micro-organisms in a frenzy of feeding. 


swim beneath the pounding torrents of 
the 7 Sisters waterfalls. Other gorgeous 
falls to visit are Annandale and Mount 
Carmel, and from the crater lake in gor- 
geous Grand Etang National Park, you 
can make your muddy way along a trail 
for the three-hour hike to the falls, crash- 
ing down above Concord. 

Grenada’s underwater attractions are 
as alluring as its topside activities, and are 
also just as spectacular. As I zip past the 
glittering white sands of Grande Anse 
Beach with a group of divers in a well- 
equipped craft operated by Eco Dive, I 
never would have imagined that the 
largest wreck in the Caribbean is lying in 
the water, 160 feet below us. The Bianca 
C is an enormous, 600-foot-long Italian 
cruise liner that was sunk here in 1961, 
after a fire ravaged its way through the 
ship. These days, the Bianca C is 
Grenada’s premiere diving attraction, 
luring divers from all over the world who 
want to pen the dive in their logbooks. 

As we make our way to it, the current 
is so fierce that I feel like a signal flag 
flapping from a line of rigging during a 
squall. We head down until a large 
shape below reveals itself to be the 
Bianca C. Since her interior is crum- 
bling, it is only considered safe to swim 

over the length of 
her decks, and I 
soon find myself 
doing a somersault 
in Bianca’s now 
overflowing swim- 
ming pool. Sea fans 
have replaced deck 
chairs around its 
edges and gently 
flutter in the current. 

We swim the length of the ship, and 
when I finally surface, it feels like Pve 
been down for much longer than 20 
minutes. Back on the boat, I can’t help 


You can hike to the top of the 2,757-foot Mount St. Catherine, 
soak in the jungle-nested hot spring near...Bylands and swim 
beneath the pounding torrents of the 7 Sisters waterfalls. 


You can hike to the top of the 2,757- 
foot Mount St. Catherine, soak in the 
jungle-nestled hot spring near the 
mountainside village of Bylands and 


but grin as I look back at the mist- 
shrouded peaks of the “Nutmeg Isle” 
—I have just experienced yet another 
of Grenada’s delights. 











‘Cayman’s 


School of 
Performing Arts 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 
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..after 30-plus years of diving, we had to send Field Editor Marty Snyderman to 
the Cayman Islands to learn some good behavior. 
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CAYMAN 


@ n the distance, I saw a milky cloud 
i billowing upward. Little white 
lM puffs near the origin of a long tail 
@ dissipated as it rose. As I swam 
closer, I realized that the origin of the 
cloud was a spawning basket sponge. 
The whitish cloud was a mixture of 


sperm and seawater. 

When I was first certified, | may have 
swam right past the sponge. Like most 
newly certified divers, I had learned that 
the Cayman Islands are world-renown for 
spectacular wall diving. However, with 
30-plus years of diving under my weight- 
belt, I think of the Caymans as a great 
place to see and photograph animal 
behavior. And each time I pause to really 
look at a specific fish, I’m pleasantly sur- 
prised and entertained. 


Clean Hygiene 

Cleaning can be seen during almost 
every daytime dive on every Caymanian 
reef. Common cleaners such as juvenile 
Spanish Hogfish and Pedersen’s Shrimp 
typically let potential clients know 
they’re open for business by swimming 
erratic patterns or waving antennae in an 
exaggerated fashion. Fish such as ‘Tiger 
Groupers, Nassau Groupers, Spotted 
Morays or Green Morays line up like 
cars at a car wash to have unwanted 
ectoparasites, dead tissue, fungi and bac- 
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teria plucked from their bodies, mouths 
and gills. 

These cleaning stations are typically 
located at prominent places along a reef 
such as atop coral heads, around sponges 
or near anemones, especially corkscrew 
anemones. When you discover a station 


it’s best to stop 8 or 10 yards away and 
then approach slowly. Fish may maneu- 
ver a bit to keep some distance, but usual- 
ly you can get close enough to watch this 
fascinating process. 


Chew With Your Mouth Open 

On most shallow reefs, if you stop, 
close your eyes and listen, you will 
soon hear the crunching noise of par- 
rotfish feeding on corals. The fish 
don’t really want to ingest the coral, 
they’re hungry for the algae that live 















inside the coral. The undigested coral 
bits are eliminated by the parrotfish 
and end up as sand that forms 
Cayman’s magnificent white beaches. 


Build the Perfect Love Shack 

The small damselfish known as 
Sergeant Majors utilize marine algae in 
another way. The male cultivates an algal 
patch in which he makes a nest. He then 
struts his stuff in order to encourage a 
female to deposit her eggs in his nest. 
While color and his figure-eight swim- 
ming antics play a role in wooing a mate, in 
reality, size determines his success. When 
a female nears the nest, the male “chirps” 


















by vibrating his swim bladder to attract 
her. More alluring, lower frequency chirps 
come from the larger sized males. This is a 
case where size truly does matter. 


Know Your Neighbor 

If you encounter a_ school of 
Silversides, stop and look around. These 
smaller fish are sought after by many 
lightning fast, predatory fish such as 
groupers, barracuda, jacks and tarpon. 
Where there are Silversides, you will like- 
ly find predators on the hunt. 





You can also observe the clever trum- 
petfish using groupers or other fish as 
“moving blinds” in a form of hunting 
known as shadow stalking. And don’t let 
the trumpetfish’s small mouth fool you, a 
trumpetfish can expand the opening of 
its mouth as much as 50 times its original 
size to gulp down unsuspecting prey. 


Enjoy a Free Ride 

There is plenty of great behavior to 
observe in sand communities as well. It 
is quite common to see eagle rays and 
Southern Stingrays grubbing through 
the sand in search of food. In somewhat 
of a pied piper scenario, the rays are 
often accompanied by Bar Jacks, 
Yellowtail Snappers, goatfish and even 


they feed on plankton above their self- 
made burrows. During spring and early 
summer, the male broods fertilized eggs 
in his mouth, which resemble tiny brown 
marbles. He’ll hold his babies until they 
hatch almost four weeks later—Mr. Mom 
if there ever was one! 


School's Out, Lunch is Served 

Cayman’s newest “behavior” 
encounter results from a direct interac- 
tion between diver and fish. Off Grand 
Cayman’s East End, Ocean Frontiers 
takes divers through an informative pre- 
dive classroom session on sharks, shark 
behavior, shark feeding and shark eti- 
quette in preparation for an ultimate 
behavior experience. Afterward, divers 


A diver checks out a Spotted Eagle Ray foraging in the sand. Above right: A Sergeant Major hopes to woo a potential mate with the 
size, location, color and shape of its oh-so-impressive purple algae patch. 


triggerfish that compete for food over- 
looked or unwanted by the rays. 
Hogfish, snapper and even trunkfish can 
also be seen blowing jets of water into 
the sand in an attempt to uncover prey. 
Closer inspection of patches of sand 
and rubble may reveal Yellowhead 
Jawfish, which ascend and descend as 


jump on the boat and head to a shallow 
reef to enjoy a controlled, close encounter 
shark dive with some of the toothy 
locals—up to 10 Caribbean Reef Sharks 
that frequent the twice weekly feeds. 
During a recent trip to the Caymans, | 
observed all of these incredible marine 
behaviors as well as a variety of others. 


Years ago, I may have missed them, but 
experience has taught me to stop and 
smell the roses...and Cayman has some 
of the fishiest roses you’ll encounter. 


Special thanks to Paul Deegan and Squire 
Dodd at Dive ’N Stuff for providing 


diving and assistance for this article. 
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In the shallows of Walker’s Cay, divers 
“ys. % can get intimate with what some consider 
ape the most dangerous shark in the world. 
Why, you ask, would you want to do that? 
For the privilege of course. 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIMON ROGERSON 


n an age when a revisionist, sym- 
pathetic view of sharks is gradu- 
ally entering the mainstream, 
the Bull Shark is still playing the 
villain’s role. Marine biologists 
describe the species as being “more 
dangerous than the Great White or 
Tiger Sharks,” while sober guide- 
books warn that it “will eat almost 
anything it can capture.” 
So why do we want to get in the 
water with them? Why do we want 
to swim up to a 12-foot shark with 


The 
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rap sheet that makes Charles 
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son? Why? Because there’s just a 
chance—if we behave ourselves— 
that it might accept our presence 
and go about its business, giving us 
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a unique insight into 
the private life of a 
super-predator. 

It seemed to me that 
this was a risk worth 
taking, so I joined a 
small trip run by 
the English shark 
expert, Jeremy 
Stafford-Deitsch, 
with the hope of 
coming face to face with this 
maligned fish. Jeremy has 
devoted much of his life to 
shark conservation and has 
published several highly- 
regarded books on the 
subject. Tall 
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and aristocratic, his voice is so deep 
it is sometimes hard to understand 
what he’s saying. He also has an 
alarmingly dark sense of humor. 
‘When I remarked that I was looking 
‘forward to doing some organized 
shark dives, he just looked at me 
and bellowed with laughter. 
The point I think he was making 
(in his own rather rude way) was 
that although we know a little 
about shark behavior, most of 
our responses to sharks are 
instinctive. For all our blus- 
ter and research, no one 
really knows’ what’s 
going on _ inside 
a shark’s primi- 

tive mind. 







Bull Sharks are by no means rare, 
but they are seldom encountered by 
divers. Given their reputation, you 
can understand why most people 
would prefer to give them a wide 
berth. But this is an animal that is 
sometimes closer to us than we 
she ov-t:4 baCommm Op eb le pute) hme: beeteyetcmmus Commo tes 
predatory sharks, it can tolerate 
fresh water, and has even been 
found 1,750 miles up the Mississippi 
river. Still, it is rarely encountered 
by divers, so when Jeremy heard of 
a place where Bull Sharks gather, we 
began packing our bags. Our desti- 
nation was the tiny but famous 
island of Walker’s Cay in the north- 
ern Abacos. 

Just an hour’s flight from Fort 
Lauderdale, FL, this Bahamian 
jewel has rightly become a legend in 

the world of shark diving. 
The celebrated “chum- 


sicle” dives run by Gary Adkison 
often draw more _ than _ 100 
Caribbean Reef Sharks, which feed 
with obvious enthusiasm on the 
trash can-sized lump of frozen fish. 
These feeds (which carefully elimi- 
nate humans from any direct con- 
awlolenulove mcemaslcmcelere most tted maciele MK) 
attract Caribbean Reef Sharks, 
Nurse Sharks and Blacktips, while 
larger predators like the Bulls and 
Great Hammerheads are only occa- 
sional! diners. 

While visiting divers have been 
happily chugging off to the chum- 
sicle site, Gary Adkison has long 
kept quiet about the Bull Sharks, 
which congregated at a quiet bay at 
the end of the landing strip. For 
years, fishermen have cleaned their 
catches in this bay, and the Bull 
Sharks took to feeding on the dis- 
carded scraps. 


A Bull Shark slowly glides through the 
shallows in the late afternoon light. 
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At any given time, there can be 
between eight and 16 sharks ghosting 
the shallows. On the day of my arrival, it 
was a packed house: there were 15 Bull 
Sharks and a very big Lemon Shark, all 
visible from the shore. At this point, the 
group of shark lovers accompanying me 


This was it, | was alone...facing the quarterbacks of the shark world with only a battered 
camera housing for protection. Then, without any warning, fan-fare or fuss, | was among them. 


found it necessary to begin a series of 
careful equipment checks: no mean feat 
when all you have to worry about are 
mask, fins and snorkel. We prepared a 
bait cage and flung it into the shallows, 


Sharks tended to linger close to the bottom. 


but to tell the truth, the sharks were 
already coming right up to the shore. 
“Are we really going to do this?” asked 
Dan, a mild-mannered accountant who 
had an annoying habit of talking good 
sense. “And do we really need to use all 
that bait?” Apparently so. Jeremy pro- 
duced a handful of fish parts and tossed 
it into the water. “Who wants to go in 
first?” he asked, looking directly at me. 
I glanced at a tree. The other so-called 
shark aficionados were still making 


“gmportant” adjustments to their 
weightbelts, but I was _ suited 
and booted. A lawyer friend of 


mine, Derek, was also ready to go. “The 
sharks won’t bite me,” he said with 
a confident smile. How © sor 
“Professional courtesy.” 

I slithered down the rocks to the 
water’s edge, and splashed clumsily into 
the shallows. “Very elegant,” Jeremy 
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During the first part of the interaction, the Bull 


commented, with customary sarcasm. 
The visibility in the shallows was terri- 
ble, so I slowly finned out into deeper 
water, trying to exude confidence. A few 
yards out, the visibility improved, and I 
was able to take stock of my surround- 
ings. The water was about 8 feet deep, 


and there was a rocky bottom, strewn 
with rubble and old pipes. About 20 
yards from shore, a lush expanse of sea- 
grass stretched into deeper water. The 
water was milky, but clear enough for me 
to see several 
large sharks glid- 
ing into view. 

This was it, I 
was alone (Derek 
was still fiddling 
with his mask by 
the water’s edge, 
curse him), fac- 
ing the quarter- 
backs of the 
shark world with 
only a battered 
camera housing 
for protection. 
Then, without 
any —— warning, 
fan-fare or fuss, I 
was among them. In water that was still 
only a few feet deep, a colossal shark 
swam right under me, the peak of its 
dorsal fin brushing my chest. Its move- 
ments appeared relaxed and, to my sin- 
cere gratitude, it didn’t seem remotely 
interested in me. 

I have a fair amount of experience 
with large marine animals, but Bull 
Sharks have a presence that is all their 
own. In the first instance, they are 
incredibly bulky—some people mistake 
pregnant Caribbean Reef Sharks for 
Bulls, but they’re barely a third of the 
size of an adult Bull. The largest of the 
sharks at Walker’s Cay is a particularly 
rotund female who has been christened 
Bahama Momma (being a classy lady, 
she was named after a rum cocktail). She 
is 8 feet from nose to tail and weighs a 
good 800 pounds. 

I found I could swim quite peaceful- 
ly among the giants. Occasionally, I 
found myself on course for a head-on 





confrontation, but on each occa- 
sion, the shark gently gave way, 
angling its muscular body and 
changing course with a flick of 
its tail. They did not want to 
bump into me. Apparently, people 
have tried using scuba equipment 


to dive with the sharks, but it 
spooks them, making it harder to 
get close. 

As I grew more confident, I 
tried diving down to take some 
face-to-face photographs of the 
sharks. Obligingly, they ap- 
proached to within a few feet, fix- 
ing me with fathomless eyes before 
veering away. Once, while duck- 
diving to photograph one of the 
females over the seagrass meadow, 
I bumped into another shark that 
had moved in from my blind side. 
It was like swimming into a wall of 
flesh; the shark simply flicked its 
tail and sped off, appalled by my 
uncouth behavior. 

Some simple rules had to be 
observed to keep the Bulls in this 
serene state. Small pieces of dead fish 
were periodically thrown into the water 
to maintain their interest, but the intro- 
duction of injured or struggling prey 
would have radically altered their 
behavior. The sound, smell and energy 
emitted by a stricken fish would con- 
vert them instantly from scavengers to 
hunters. Color was another important 
stimulus—anything white attracted 
immediate interest. I wore a black wet- 
suit, hood and gloves, as well as a black 
mask, to cover every inch of my pasty 
skin. The ensemble lent me a sinister 
appearance, but it succeeded in keeping 
the sharks placid. 

As the day wore on, the sharks 
remained relatively calm, so we decided 
to raise the stakes. The snorkelers 
retreated to the shallows, where the 
water was deep enough to float without 
stirring up the silt and lay in a line fac- 
ing the open sea. Then, Gary began 
pitching large pieces of fish into the 
water, a few feet in front of us. 
Emboldened by the splashing and sud- 
den abundance of food, the sharks 
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each other as they competed for the 
scraps. Still, their feeding was ritualized 
rather than frenzied; the larger sharks 
set the agenda and quickly established 
their dominance over the others. There 
was absolutely no hand-feeding of the 
sharks, so they didn’t associate the 
snorkelers with the bounty of free food. 
“They think you’re simply another 
predator trying to feed,” Jeremy said. 
“Just don’t give the impression that 
you're going to reach the fish before 
they do.” 

As if to test his theory, he threw a 
piece of fish into the water, just in front 
of my face. Every muscle in my body 
tensed as a shark appeared from the 


murk and zoned in on the fish. I hoped 
I was doing a good impersonation of an 
assured predator who wasn’t interested 
in feeding. The shark swooped up and 
took the morsel in its jaws with a gentle 
grace. Gasping into my snorkel, I 
turned around to see Jeremy grinning 


mischievously. “Did you see the 
shark?” he asked. Sometimes, they 
came even closer. 


became excited and thudded against 
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Bull Sharks are still considered by 
many to be the most dangerous sharks in 
the world. Their opportunistic diet and 
ability to thrive in fresh water has led to 
attacks on humans in rivers such as the 
Ganges, the Zambezi and the Amazon, 
where a Bull Shark was once found a 
staggering 2,300 miles from the sea. 
They are said to kill more people than 
Great Whites and 
Tigers combined, and 
were implicated in the 
spate of attacks along 
New Jersey in 1916, 
which inspired Peter 
Benchley to _ write 
Jaws. Their name is 
synonymous with fear 
and death, but at 
Walker’s Cay, I came face to face with a 
shark that confounded my expectations. 
Yes, Bull Sharks are imposing predators. 
But you can’t spend a week snorkeling 
peacefully with them and still claim they 
are relentless maneaters. 

To swim freely and unharmed with an 
untamable animal in its own environ- 


‘ : ; 


Large Bull Sharks regularly approached divers to within a few feet. 





ment is a remarkable privilege. Sharks 
are the only major predators with which 
we can interact with such intimacy. Can 
you imagine going for a stroll among a 
pride of lions in the Serengeti or taking 
a dip with a saltwater crocodile off 
Northern Australia? You’d probably be 
torn to shreds, and people would say it 
served you right. Sharks are altogether 


Bull Sharks are still considered by many to 
be the most dangerous sharks in the world. 
..but you can’t spend a week snorkeling 
peacefully with them and still claim they 


are relentless maneaters. 


more selective about what they choose 
to attack, as the Bulls of Walker’s Cay so 
clearly demonstrate. 


The author would lke to thank Gary 
Adkison of Walker's Cay and feremy 
Stafford-Deitsch of the Shark Trust for 
their advice and help. 
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A Hapless Band of Texas Photographers Cry for 
Mercy and More Film in St. Vincent’s Prolific Waters 
TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DEB FUGITT 
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lease Sarah, no more 
frogfish!” I begged on 
the final day of diving 
with our group of 
Dallas Underwater Photographic 
Society photographers. Sarah’s 
expression wavered between a “she 
must be teasing” smile and a more 
serious “this gal is nuts” raised eye- 
brow and frown. 

“We are sick to death of froggies. 
Can’t you take us to a site where we 
won't find any?” Tony pleaded with 
a twinkle in his eye and a crosswise 
glance at the other divers aboard 
Dive Fantasea’s sleek new dive boat, 
Get Wet. 

“Yes, please don’t show us any more 
of those darned froggies,” the others 
chimed in, all aware that they would 
be finning in place waiting their turn 
to shoot any frogfish discovered on 
the next dive. “Unless it is pink,” a 
voice echoed faintly from somewhere 
in the bow. 
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Frogfish Soup 

The sea was “Frogfish Soup” dur- 
ing our too short week of diving 
among the rocks and reefs of St. 
Vincent. While the pea-soup green 
visibility was some of the worst I'd 
seen in 17 years diving the area, the 
critters didn’t care, and it had very lit- 
tle impact on our macro photography. 
White, green and black frogfish; yel- 
low, orange and beige frogfish; gray, 
algae-textured and somewhere-in- 
between green and red frogfish; yawn- 
ing, fishing and kickboxing frogfish 
were everywhere this trip. 

Frogfish spend their days, and it 
appears nights as well, trying (very 
successfully) to look and behave like a 
sponge, and there are plenty of 
sponges in St. Vincent. On our side 
were Dive Fantasea’s divemasters, 
Sarah Bourne and Wayne Gregg, both 
experienced critter spotters who were 
quick to distinguish a pseudo-sponge 
frogfish imitation from the real thing. 


A Cryptic Teardrop Crab at Hans Reef. 
Left: The rare Red Banded Lobster at 
Harbor South South. 
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Density and Diversity 

St. Vincent, in the southeastern 
Caribbean’s Windward Islands, is a 
superb destination for critter-loving 
divers and has long been in my list of 
top three “Best Critter Diving” spots 
in the world. There is something 
miraculous about its location, the black 
sand, rock formations and proximity to 
deep water that creates habitats and 
food for a huge quantity of diverse 
species of marine life. I was thrilled at 
the prospect of showing off the area to 
divers from my Dallas, TX, photo 
club. It did not disappoint! 

On this trip, one of the most produc- 
tive sites was Hans Reef. Life is abun- 
dant on this offshore reef—a shallow 
plateau of jumbled rocks and sponges 
surrounded by a series of deeper ledges. 
The density of life in and around the 
sponges that blanket the area is extra- 
ordinary. Every bit of the plateau is cov- 
ered with life. Hans is the worm and 
brittle star capital of St. Vincent. 
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Christmas Tree Worms, feather duster worms and 
millions of Split Crown Worms adorn the sponges 
and tickle the noses of Goldentail, Chain, Spotted 
and Viper Moray Eels. Bristle worms are everywhere. 
Their nightmarish cousin, the 10-foot-long “Bristle 
Worm from Hell,” an iridescent red eunicid poly- 
chaete worm, ventures out only at night to be seen by 
those quick enough to spot it before it swiftly retracts 
like a 10-foot tape measure back into the rocks. 


White, green and black frogfish; 

yellow, orange and beige frosfish; gray, 
algae-textured and somewhere-in- 
between green and red frogfish; yawn- 
ing, fishing and kickboxing frogfish 
were everywhere this trip. 


Reef Scorpionfish, common denizens of St. 
Vincent’s sponge-covered reefs, are easy to spot 
head-down on the barrel sponges at Hans. These 
sponges made an amazing recovery from the 
blasting they received in November °99 from 
waves spun off by Hurricane Lenny. Around 
every other rock, Red Banded Coral Shrimp, 
Pederson’s Shrimp and giant-sized arrow crabs 
congregate en masse, often stepping on each 
other. Basket star, hermit crabs and file clams nes- 
tle in the dark recesses of the rocks. With the 
background of sponge and coral colors of yellow, 
green, orange, red, blue and purple, this site is a 
photographer’s delight. 


Crustaceans 

Day or night, they are everywhere! Wayne, at 
our request, produced a Bullseye Lobster on our 
very first daytime dive at Anchor Reef. This beau- 
tiful lobster, identified by its brilliant red color and 
the target painted in white on each side, is plenti- 
ful in St.Vincent, as are spotted rock, spiny, spanish and 
sculptured lobsters. During our first night dive at Orca Point, 
those five lobster species strolled in the moonlight around and 
between giant boulders. A sixth species, the Copper Lobster, 
ducked under a rock just beside the mooring on that same 
dive. Divemasters routinely find the rare and strikingly col- 
ored Red Banded Lobster in deep reefs here as well, but not 
at Orca Point, which is a shallow dive. 

Golden Coral Shrimp often hide on the pink-colored sponge 
and hydroid bouquets in the sandy areas. In fact, one clump of 
sponge would often house four species of shrimp and three 
species of small crabs. Aggressive pistol shrimp stay deep with- 
in most of the corkscrew anemones until something comes near, 
then dart out, giant claw drawn, ready to attack with a “pop!” I 
found Scarlet-striped Cleaning Shrimp, spotted anemone 
shrimp and the Peppermint Shrimp routinely during the day. 

Even in the sandy lifeless-looking areas, we could find tiny 
Gnathophylloides minert shrimp on the undersides of West Indian 
Sea Urchins and white Pea Crabs on the Red Heart Urchins. 


56 wwwsskin-diver.com 





“Ain't | purdy!” An algae-textured Longlure Frogfish. 


Night Dives 

At night, decorator crabs are in their element. With the 
abundant sponge species available, no two crabs look the 
same. The largest ones, a species of spider crab which we 
named the “Anemone-butt” crabs, adorn themselves with 
Carmen Miranda-looking sponge headdresses and place gor- 
geous tall anemones on the rear of their carapaces. ‘The look 
is something like Las Vegas showgirls gone all wrong. 

At Harbor South South, I watched a sponge crab clutch- 
ing a four-inch square piece of orange sponge covered with 
golden zoanthids jump off the wall and parasail into a black 
spiny sea urchin where it clung to the spines. Red and purple 
Cryptic Teardrop Crabs were as thick as confetti after a New 
Year’s Eve party. 

“So, please Sarah, don’t show us any more frogfish! Pm seri- 
ous. My right hand aches from repeatedly pressing the trigger 
on my camera, and I live in fear of developing carpal photo syn- 
drome. Show mercy! The mere thought of running out of film 
yet again is too much for this photo-loving soul to bear. ** 





rom 
the deck of a 
150-foot-long 
mother ship, 
Humpback Whales 





swimming nearby 
look big. From a 25- 
foot-long skiff that is 
within 20 yards of the 
same whales, the ani- 
mals seem huge. You 
can smell the whales. 
You feel their presence. 
Not only do you hear 
deXconMoyucrinobbetmmolelmma sts 
sounds are so loud that 
you can’t talk over them. 
Your skiff rocks and 
rolls from the waves 
they create. The differ- 
ence between the two 
vantage points is pro- 
found. On the mother 
ship, your heart skips a 
beat with excitement, 
but on the skiff, your heart 
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Nimble giant: A curious Humpback 
Whale hangs out with the author. 


jumps into your throat. 

At the Silver Bank, off the 
Dominican Republic, you 
have a chance for the “heart 
in your throat” kind of 
encounter taken one step far- 
ther. Due to special permitting, 
it is possible to snorkel with 
Humpback Whales, animals 
that reach proportions of 60 feet 
and 100,000 pounds. 


A few vears ago, I was at the 


Huge — 
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Silver Bank with my Longe pat iis That same day we had already 
Steve Drogin, and we were thinking . struck out more times than we 
about taking a midday ley were when; “seared to. remember, so we didn’t 
a pair of Humpback | Whales, a “have high ¢ expectations. This time, 
female and an™ escort, surfaced te was on our side. Almost as 
about 30 yards away. cf recall telling: soon as we enterédthe water, the 
gies aR te fen: aale t turned toward us. 

to the: ~“F soon | found myself bobbing, on 
e tine surface only three feet above the 
female’s head. So much for my abil- 
ities as a prognosticator! The whale 
was so close that when I looked 
through the viewfinder of my wide- 
angle lens, all I could see was a “slab 
of whale.” I swam to my right to try 
to get a better perspective, but the 







that we aioe as well § | 
water and give ema try beca . 


would never see a whale when we z 
are belly up to the 


Swimming eyeball to eyeball with 
a creature that is 500 times my 


size was awe-inspiring, humbling, 
thrilling, educational, personal and 
intimidating all at the same time. 


Humpback turned as I did. So I went 
left, and once again, the whale 
turned with me. Then it hit me— 
: this was a game, and I was the object 
isin of the whale’s curiosity. I thought 
the game worked the other way. 
Moments later, the whale shot 
past me and disappeared in a wall of 
whitewater and bubbles. As the 
Welcome (e-sacemelcaver-nem Bla irleae 
- i at each other in private disbelief. 
ae | Soon the Humpbacks returned, 
= : and we spent the next several hours 
: swimming with them, often having 
. » the female approach to within a 
* few feet of us. The whales’ body 
control is amazing. Several times I 
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was within inches of the female, 
but not once did she touch me. 

+ “ax x. y The memory of that dive will 
: eae. “eh Ege > live with me for a 
ae Swimming eyeball to eyeball 
with a creature that is 500 times 


lifetime. 


my size was awe-inspiring, hum- 
bling, thrilling, educational, 
personal and intimidating all at 
the same time. 


Close Encounters on the 
Dominican Republic’s Silver Bank 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 
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Fred “F. Scott” Garth ag 
dives into Dominica with 
his trusty assistant. 


ou know the grind. Same old 150-foot 
viz, Whale Sharks on every dive, luxu- 
ry yachts, private jets and Chateau 
Lafitte Rothschild °63 with seven- 
course dinners. Major yawner, right? Who 
wouldn’t be bored with this life? And so, as I sat 
on my veranda overlooking my prodigious 
estate, I knew I had to get some dirt under my 
fingernails and find a little natural excitement. 

Naturally, my quest for an earthy thrill led 
me to the laptop, where I connected the high- 
speed satellite uplink and did an expansive 
search on the Web. Well, actually, my person- 
al assistant, Nevin, did the dirty work. But I 
watched attentively over his shoulder, while 
attempting to spear an olive. 

After an excruciating 30 minutes of waiting, I 
left Nevin and retired to the high-board to prac- 
tice my swan dives. 

“How does champagne snorkeling sound?” 
Nevin called out to me across 
the courtyard. 

Ive bathed in fresh 
strawberry juice at Palm 
Springs and once coated my 
tender skin in_ vanilla 
yogurt. But snorkeling in 
champagne sounded simply 
exquisite, not to mention 
positively tingly. 

“What’s it all about? Tell 
me quickly.” 

“You don’t actually swim 
in champagne,” Nevin 
snipped at me. “lhe bub- 
bles come from under hot 
volcanic rock. It just seems 
like champagne.” 


A legion of Blackbar Soldierfish at Scott’s Head 
Arch. Inset: Like a glass of the finest bubbly, 
champagne snorkeling. 
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“That’s good enough for me,” I said. 
“Where is it and when can we go? Call 
the chauffeur, post haste.” 

“It’s a small island in the Caribbean 
called the Commonwealth of Dominica,” 
Nevin informed. “Their website calls it 
the Nature Island. It claims many stun- 
ning waterfalls and 365 rivers.” 

“Oh, one for each day of the year I 
gather,” said I. 

“If you say so, sir,” Nevin yawned. 

So we cleared the spa and country 
club schedule, loaded our Guccis and 
warmed up the jet. 

On the flight down, Nevin poured 
through the documents he had printed 
about the island, while I struggled with 
which hat to wear upon our landing. 

“They’ve got a boiling lake,” Nevin 
said. “It’s called, well, Boiling Lake.” 

“TI suppose no snorkeling, eh Nevy?” 

“Correctamundo, sir,” he said. “It’s 
hotter than Hades. It steams, bubbles 
and boils, and is the second largest of its 
kind in the world.” 

“Stunning,” I hummed. 

“Actually, in geologic terms, it’s a sol- 
fatara, as in the volcano near Naples and 
derived from the Latin noun su/fer.” 

“Nevin, have you been mainlining 
ginkgo biloba smart pills again?” I asked. 
“Honestly, how will we ever find a hat to 
contain your large brain?” 

Nevin ignored my rambling and went 
on to tell me about Dominica’s myriad 
mountains reaching beyond 3,000 feet of 
altitude, the highest being Morne 
Diablotin at 4,747 feet high! 

“Nevin, tell me you brought my hik- 
ing boots.” 

“Of course,” he groaned. Then I saw 
a rise in his left eyebrow and the slightest 
hint of emotion cross his face. 
Something grandiose had to be afoot. 

“Now, this is interesting,’ Nevin 
blurted. 

“What is it?” I demanded. “Do they 
have a fountain of youth as well?” 

“Indeed, they must.” 

“Come again?” 

“Well, it seems the world’s oldest 
human person lives on Dominica. She’s 
126 years old!” 

“Balderdash,” I spat. “You’re joshing 
me.” 

“It’s true. Her name is Elizabeth 
“Pampo” Israel, born January 27, 1875 
on Dominica. And there are many more. 



















This island is 
Centenarian 
central. There 
is Evalina 
Charles and 
Louisa Joseph, 
both born in 
1889 and both 
112 years old. And 
Rose Peter, 118 years old, 

born in 1883.” 

“Sign me up!” I chirped. “Nevin, we 
must find these people and beg the secret 
of their longevity.” 
“Checkmate, sir.” 


The World Creole Music Festival. 


We landed amidst raging festivities, 
the World Creole Music Festival to be 
exact, held every October. Fortunately, 
Nevin had neatly packed my Rastafarian 
T-shirt and dreadlocks wig. I, of course, 
fit right in. After a spirited jiggle down 
the parade route, we split the festival for 
the bubbly snorkel. And what a wonder- 
ful plunge it was. Far better than any 
yogurt salve. Champagne, as the dive site 
is aptly called, slopes to 60 feet with nice 
encrusting corals and sponge growth. 
There’s also wreckage of a 17th century 
ship with a couple of visible cannons. I 
frolicked in shallows where the warm 
bubbles tickled up a serious urge to sub- 
merge. Next stop, Soufriere Bay. 
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Nevin and our dive guide (in Dominica, 
diving with a dive shop is required) led us 
to the extreme southwestern tip of 
Dominica at Soufriere Bay, where there’s 
underwater drama even Shakespeare him- 
self couldn’t have scripted. A submerged 
crater extends westerly from the bay along 
a spit of land toa rock called Scott’s Head. 
Calm conditions, sensational dropoffs and 
climactic pinnacles have shaped this area 


oe. 
She 


into the island’s most popular diving. Dive 
sites like Scott’s Head Wall, Drop Off and 
Pinnacle (one of the island’s most famous 
dives) are fraught with crevices and tun- 
nels, and blanketed in healthy corals and 
sponges. Farther west, Crater’s Edge 1s 
just that, a steep sloping crater with stun- 
ning pinnacles. Along the bay’s northwest 
shoreline is more underwater theater. 
L’Abym wall drops from 30 feet straight 
down past 1,000 feet. Just to the north is 
Dangleben’s, an island favorite that, like 
L’Abym, drops off into the blue abyss. 
Nevin and I were overwhelmed by 
the diving and it took us several days to 
scour these “must-see” sites. But the 
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rewards were plentiful. ‘The bright col- 
ors reminded me of my Peter Max 
period back in the ’60s. Another popu- 
lar diving area we visited is midway up 
the west coast at sites like Whale Shark, 
Nose Reef, Rodney’s Rock and Rina’s 
Hole. For the most part, these were 
kinder, gentler dives than the steep 
dropoffs and sheer pinnacles around 
Scott’s Head. But all the same, they 
were fabulously rich in sealife 
and bathed in 80-foot viz. 

After a few days, I realized that 
the intrigue about Dominica 1s 
that very few divers visit this 
island, leaving the reefs relatively 
untouched. And the waters yield 
sightings of the strange and 
unique. (Of course, Nevin and I 
are both into that.) For instance, 
we stumbled upon frogfish and 
seahorses on most every dive. 
Even Nevin shivered when he 
spotted a bright yellow frogfish 
at L’Abym Wall. 


Tunnels, swim-thrus and 


caves are everywhere, lobsters are 
plentiful, Harlequin Bass, 
Longsnout Butterflyfish, soldier- 
fish and Spotted Drums are 
unusually prolific. Barrel sponges, 
tube sponges, black coral and 
multi-colored encrusting corals 
add to the healthy marine popula- 
tion. Dominica, it is safe to say, 
has a robust marine environment 
and visibility nearly 100 feet most 
of the time, sometimes better. 

I was happy to find that spearfishing 
is not allowed, nor could we take any 
marine organism of any kind. Al- 
though, Nevin smuggled a sea urchin 
barb home that was hopelessly imbed- 
ded in his left buttock. 

Hard rock substrate prevented growth 
of tall stands of coral, but Nevin remind- 
ed me that Dominica is volcanic like 
Hawai, with corals that encrust large 
patches of rock rather than growing high. 
Also, the numbers of large fish were 
scarce, although we saw dolphins on the 
way to several dives. Then Nevin told me 
about the whales, and I almost wet my 





pants. Numerous whale species pass 
Dominica, especially toothy Sperm 
Whales, mostly from November until 
March. I was disappointed to find that 
swimming with them 1s prohibited, but a 
whale watching charter (all the dive oper- 
ations run them) proved fruitful. We were 
so close to one pod, they blew a spout of 
fishy whale mist all over poor Nevin’s new 
safari hat. ‘The smell never came out. 


After a few days, Nevin and I had fall- 
en into lockstep with the Dominican 
routine. Spectacular diving in the morn- 
ings and steep nature hikes in the after- 
noons. We toured the twin falls at 
Trafalgar Falls just 15 minutes from the 
road, but never made it to Boiling Lake 
(I'd have died on that five-hour, one-way 
hike). Iwo of our favorites spots were 
Emerald Pool (the name doesn’t lie) and 
Middleham Falls. ?'d gotten back to the 
taste of the earth on the Nature Island 
and discovered resplendent diving along 
the way. Our time was spent, but I knew 
we'd plant our feet upon Dominica’s rich 
soil again in the future. 

“You know, Nevin,” I said the day we 
left, “we never even searched for Pampo 
and our merry band of Centenarians.” 

‘True, sir.” 

“But, I think I understand why they 
live so long.” 

“Why sor” 

“They need at least a hundred years to 
absorb everything this island offers the 
senses.” 

“Well said, sir,” Nevin agreed. 
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PHOTOS (TOP TO BOTTOM): BONNIE J. CARDONE; PHYLLIS BLACKBURN 


Smaller critters were the focus of my first few years as an 
underwater photographer, and they're still my favorite subjects— @pa 
which is why | fell in love with Bonaire on my first dive. CMa 


Ithough this little Dutch 

island is famous for its sea- 

horses and frogfish, many 

other small critters abound 

here. I don’t know of any other place in 

the Caribbean where they are so abun- 
dant and can be found so easily. 

While you may be one of those peo- 

ple who, from the very beginning, has a 

knack for finding small things, most 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
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A cleaner shrimp tucked away in a giant anemone. Lower left: Dwarf Frogfish. 


divers have to develop an eye for it. It 
helps to know where to look. If you 
don’t already have it, buy the Paul 
Humann and Ned DeLoach book Reef 
Creature Identification and study it. 
You could even be the one who dis- 
covers a fish or creature that’s never 
been seen in Bonaire before. In 
August, a scientist doing a fish survey 
found a tiny blenny that no one knew 
lived in the island’s waters. It may even 
be undescribed in scientific literature. 
While looking for small creatures, you 
may find something totally unexpected: 
Locked in my memory (and captured 
on film) is one very special night dive on 


Calabas Reef. It was there I came across 
an octopus sitting in a rocky depression 
with one arm wrapped around an open 
Polar beer can. Thinking about it still 
makes me smile. 

Many of the creatures mentioned 
here are easy to find if you know where 
to look, but I still rely on my favorite 
dive guide to show me where the sea- 
horses and the frogfish reside. ‘They are 
well-camouflaged and quite hard to see. 

The trick to eyeballing these minors 
is to know where to look and for what. 


Giant Anemones 
Nearly every one is home to one or 
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various species—and perhaps an 
arrowcrab. These anemones are found 
growing on rocks on shallow sandy bot- 
toms. Sites on the south side of Klein 
Bonaire, such as Bonaventure, Rock 
Pile, Joanne’s Sunchi, Capt. Don’s Reef 
and South Bay, will yield lots of them. 
You'll also find anemones 1n the shallow 
areas of nearly every site off the main 
island, including ‘Town Pier, which has 
an extraordinary abundance of all kinds 
of marine life, big and small. 


Soft Corals 

These animals host Flamingo Tongue 
Shells (the gastropods eat their polyps) as 
well as tiny fish that sit on and hide 
among their branches. Basket seastars 
curl up in a ball in them during the day, 
extending their multiple arms to feed at 
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night. Soft corals grow in shallow water 
on many Bonaire dive sites. ‘They can 
range from the familiar purple sea fans 
(excellent habitats for Flamingo Tongue 
Shells) to sea whips and sea plumes. 
Seahorses are often found 
with their tails wrapped 
around a soft coral branch, 
though they also like rope 
sponges and even staghorn 
coral. I’ve seen seahorses 
on Tory’s Reef, Carl’s Hill, 
the Town Pier, Mi Dushi and Karpata. 


They seem to like the shallows. 


Rocky Crevices 
These are the dens of a variety of 
creatures, including  arrowcrabs, 


Banded Coral Shrimp, Spotted, Green, 
Goldentail and Chain Morays, not to 
mention spiny lobster, slipper lobster, 


octopus and file shells. Nearly all 
Bonaire sites have rocky areas 
beginning at 40 to 50 feet. 


Hard Corals 

Look for Christmas Tree and 
Feather Duster Worms along with 
holes that harbor tiny Secretary 
Blennies. Hard corals are especially 
common on (but not limited to) sites 
on the north side of Klein Bonaire 
and the north side of the main 
island (Old Blue, Country Garden, 
Rappel and Karpata, for instance). 


Sponges 

These are the dwelling places of 
frogfish. These little fish, four inches 
max, off Bonaire, are able to change 
their body color to match that of the 
sponge upon which they perch. The 
fish’s lumpy body and camouflage 
coloration make it very hard to see. 
Sponges grow on rocky areas of reefs 
and come in many different colors 
and shapes. Any of them could har- 
bor a frogfish, but, as a general rule 
of thumb, look below 40 feet 
(although I found my first one in less 
than 12 inches of water on a Town 
Pier piling). There was a frogfish in 
yellow tube sponges off Pink Beach 
one year, and two lived on Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges at Something 
Special last year. 





Sandy Bottoms 

Look for snake eels, various kinds of 
shells and heart urchins. Since most 
sites off Klein Bonaire and the main 
island are sandy from the shoreline to 


DEVELOPING THE EYE 


if you set a relaxed pace, you'll see more: The small trumpet-- 
fish that school in a gorgonian, looking very much like one of the 
branches, or an eel enlisting a cleaner shrimp’s service by mak- 
ing eye contact and opening its mouth. 


40 feet, there’s many chances to come 
across these animals. 


On your next trip to Bonaire, use this 
article as a guide, slow down and discover 
the thrill of ferreting out the creatures of 
the small kingdom. Happy hunting! = 


Special thanks to Bruce Bowker’s Carth Inn. 
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The Bahamas 

GETTING THERE: fairly inexpensive flights regularly depart from Florida and the 
east coast of the United States. A $15 departure tax is applied when leaving the Bahamas. 
American Eagle (800) 433-7300 www.im.aa.com * Bahamasair (800) 222-4262 www.bahamas 
air.com * Continental Connection (800) 231-0856 www.go-abacos.com/gulfstream * Discovery 
Cruise Line has round trips to and from Freeport (800) 937-4477 www.discoverycruise. 
casinocity.com FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: For Bull Sharks, the best 
time to go is between December and March. General diving is excellent year-round. 
Topside Climate: 72°F in the winter; mid 80s°F in the summer. Water 
Temperature: Averages 79°F. Exchange Rate: $1.00 U.S. = 0.975 BSD. 
Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time. LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE 
OPERATORS: Walker's Cay (800) 925-5377 www.walkerscay.com RESOURCES: 
Bahamas Diving Association www.bahamasdiving.com » The Bahamas Tourism Centre (213) 385- 
0033www.caribtourism.com/go/bahamas ° Lonely Planet Guide to the Bahamas www.lonely 
planet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


Bonaire 

GETTING THERE: Bonaire is less than three hours from Miami. American Airlines 

has flights from New York to Aruba. From there, ALM runs connecting flights to Bonaire. 

ALM Airways (800) 327-7230 www.airalm.com © American Airlines (800) 433-7300 
www.aa.com FACTS & TIPS: Most diving is shore-based, and sites are marked with 
yellow-painted rocks at the side of the road. All divers must pay a $10 marine park fee 

to dive, and a $10 exit fee at the airport. Best Time To Visit: Year-round. 
Topside Climate: Dry, 90+°F during the day; 80°F at night. Water 
Temperature: Average 80°F in summer; mid 70s°F in winter. Exchange 
Rate: $1.00 US = 2 Florin. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time. 
RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: Belmar Resort (800) 992-2015 www.belmar- 
bonaire.com * Black Durgon Inn & Scuba Center (011) 599-717-5736 www.blackdurgon.com * Bon Bini 
Divers (O11) 599-717-5425 www.bonbinidivers.com * Bruce Bowker's Carib Inn (O11) 599-717-8819 
www.caribinn.com * Buddy Dive Resort (011) 599-717-5080 www.buddydive.com * Captain Don’s Habitat 
(800) 327-6709 www.habitatdiveresorts.com © Dee Scar's Touch the Sea (O11) 599-717-8529 
www.touchthesea.com Dive Inn Bonaire (011) 599-717-8761 www.diveinn-bonaire.com * Divi Flamingo 
Beach Hotel (800) 367-3484 www.diviresorts.com * Great Adventures (800) 868-7477 www. 
harbourvillage.com * Lagoen Hill Bungalows (800) 992-2015 www.lagoenhill.com * Plaza Resort Bonaire 
(800) 766-6016 www.plazaresortbonaire.com © Port Bonaire (800) 766-6016 www.plazavillas.com * 
Sand Dollar Condominium Resort (800) 288-4773 www.sandollarbonaire.com or www.discoverbonaire.com 
° Toucan Diving (800) 766-6016 www.toucandiving.com * Yacht Club Apartments (011) 599-717-7424 
e-mail: yachtclubapartments @ bonairenet.com TOUR OPERATORS: Caradonna Caribbean Tours 
(800) 328-2288 »* Caribbean Adventures (800) 433-DIVE * Great Southern Island Adventures (800) 748- 
8733 www.bonairepros.com © Island Express (800) 439-0300 * Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327- 
6709 RESOURCES: Bonaire Tourism Corporation (800) BONAIRE www.infobonaire.com * AquaQuest 
Books www.aquaquest.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Bonaire www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online 
www.skin-diver.com 


Cayman Islands 

GETTING THERE: Cayman Airways flies daily from Miami and Houston to Grand Cayman. 
Island Air offers numerous daily flights from Grand Cayman to her sister islands of Cayman Brac 
and Little Cayman. Cayman Airways (800) 422-9626 www.caymanairways.com Island Air (345) 949- 
5252 www.islandaircayman.com. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. Peak 
season is Winter. Topside Climate: May to August: 80°F average; September to April: mid 
70s°f. Water Temperature: 78 to 82°F. Exchange Rate: $1.25 US = | Cl 
Dollar. U.S. Dollar accepted. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus one hour. 
RESOURCES: Cayman Islands Department of Tourism (800) 346-3313 www.caymanislands.ky ° 
Cayman Islands Tourism Association (Grand Cayman) (345) 949-8522 e-mail: CTA@candw.ky © Sister Island 
Tourism Association (Cayman Brac & Little Cayman) www.sisterislands.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Cayman Islands 
www.lonelyplanet.com ° Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


Dominica 

GETTING THERE: There are no direct flights into Dominica from international carriers. Many 
U.S. carriers fly into nearby islands, and from there, local carriers fly between the islands. American 
Airlines (800) 433-7300 www.aa.com FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: November 
through April. Topside Climate: Tropical 80°F year-round. Water Temperature: 
Averages low 80s°F. Exchange Rate: $1.00 US. = 2.69 Eastern Caribbean Dollars (XCD). 
Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus one hour. RESORTS & DIVE 
OPERATORS: Anchorage Hotel & Dive Center (800) 934-DIVE e-mail: anchorage@tod.dm ° 
Anse-A-Liane Lodge & Dive Center (888) 868-6827 www.ansealianedive.com * Castaways Beach Hotel/Dive 
Center (888) CASTAWAYS www.divecastaways.dm ° Castle Comfort Lodge (888) 414-7626 www.dive 
dominica.com * Dive Dominica, Ltd. (888) 414-7626 www.divedominica.com * East Carib Dive (767) 
449-6575 www.eastcaribdm ° Fort Young Hotel (800) 544-7631 e-mail: fortyoung@ tod.dm 
RESOURCES: Dominica Tourist Office (888) 645-5637 www.dominica.dm * Lonely Planet Guide to 
Dominica www.lonelyplanet.com © Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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Dominican Republic 

GETTING THERE: The Dominican Republic occupies about two-thirds of the island of 
Hispaniola; Haiti takes up the other third. It is approximately a two-hour flight from Miami. FACTS 
& TIPS: Best Time To Visit: The period of January thru March is the best time to see 
Humpbacks. February and March give the best chance for in-water encounters, while January is best 
for surface displays and breaching of big males. Topside Climate: Average 80°F in winter 
and 85°F in summer. Water Temperature: Average 75°F in winter; 85°F in summer. 
Exchange Rate: $1.00 US = 16 pesos. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time 
plus one hour. LIVE-ABOARDS: Peter Hughes Diving Inc./Wind Dancer (800) 9 DANCER 
www.peterhughes.com * Turks & Caicos Aggressor (888) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com * Bottom Time 
ll (800) 234-8464 www.bottomtimeadventures.com RESOURCES: Dominican Republic Tourist Board 
(888) 374-6361 www.dominicana.com.do ° Lonely Planet Guide to Dominican Republic www.lonely 
planet.com * Moon Handbooks: Dominican Republic www.moon.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


Grenada 

GETTING THERE: There are frequent flights from the U.S. via Puerto Rico and occasional 
direct flights from Miami and New York. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year- 
round. Carnival, the island’s biggest festival, falls on the second weekend in August. Topside 
Climate: Grenada is balmy and rainy year-round. Water Temperature: Average 78 
to 80°F. Exchange Rate: $1.00 US = 2.70 Eastern Caribbean Dollars (XCD). Time 
Difference: EST plus eight hours. LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: st 
Spice Divers (473) 444-1126 www.spicedivers.com * Carriacou Silver Diving (473) 443-7882 www.scuba 
max.com ° Dive Grenada (473) 444-1092 www.divegrenada.com * Eco Dive (473) 444-7777 
www.scubadivegrenada.com * Sanvics Scuba & Watersports (473) 444-4753www.diveguideint. 
com/p0824.htm * Wandering Gecko Ltd www.thewanderinggecko.co RESORTS: Ade’s Dream Guest 
House (473) 443-7317 www.grenadines.net/carriacou/ade.htm ° True Blue Bay Resort (473) 443-TRUE 
www.truebluebay.com * Laluna (473) 439-0001 www.laluna.com * La Sagesse Nature Centre (473) 444- 
6458 www.lasagesse.com RESOURCES: Grenada Board of Tourism (800) 927-9554 www.carib 
surf.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Grenada www.lonelyplanet.com ° Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


St. Vincent & the Grenadines 

GETTING THERE: There are no international flights into St. Vincent & the Grenadines. 
Travelers must fly to a neighboring islands, then take a prop plane connecting flight from there. 
There is a $20 departure tax from St.Vincent. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: 
Year-round. Topside Climate: January to May is the dry season. July is the wettest month 
and April is the driest month. Average of 78°F year-round. Water Temperature: Averages 
80°F. Exchange Rate: $1.00 US = 2.70 XCD. Time Difference: Eastern Standard 
Time. LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: City Seahorse, Inc. (underwater photo 
tour) (214) 691-1730 www.dive-st-vincent-scuba-diving.com * Dive Fantasea (784) 457-5560 
www.divefantasea.com * Dive St.Vincent (784) 457-4928 www.DiveStVincent.com RESORTS: Lagoon 
Marina & Hotel (784) 458-4308 www.lagoonmarina.com * Sunset Shores Hotel (784) 458-4411 sun 
Shore@ caribsurf.com © Young Island Resort (784) 458-4826 e-mail: y-island@ caribsurf.com 
RESOURCES: St Vincent and the Grenadines Diving www.scubasvg.com * St.Vincent and the Grenadines 
Department of Tourism www.svgtourism.com © Lonely Planet Guide to St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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Cayman Islands Department of Tourism 


Grand Cayman « Cayman Brac ¢ Little Cayman 


With no dive site more than a few minutes from 
your resort, diving is fun and easy in the Cayman 
Islands! Dance with sea turtles, stingrays and 
other spectacular sea life at some of the world's 
most renowned dive and snorkel sites. Whether 
your preference is Caribbean casual or modern 
luxuries, there's adventure to be had in the 


Cayman Islands. 1-800-346-3313 . 
website: www. divecayman.ky 


Rei: et eS 

diving specialist 
joins the newest resort on the island, Cobalt Coast 
Resort. Dive Tech offers a full-service dive center 
with dive packages, daily boat trips, night dives, 
shore dives from Cobalt Coast and Turtle Reef. The 
complete dive experience at the intimate ocean- 
front resort. 1-800-992-2015 or 345-949-1700. 
websites: www.cobaltcoast.com or 

www.divetech.com 
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Central Caribbean 


Southern Cross Club, Little Cayman 


The Southern Cross Club’s 11 air-conditioned 
beachfront cottages are spread over 800 feet of 
white-sand beach. World famous diving, sport 
fishing, outstanding cuisine and a great interna- 
tional staff complement this rare and beautiful 
resort. Maximum of 12 divers per dive boat. Spoil 
Yourself, you deserve it. US Reservations: 800- 
899-2582 * 619-563-0017 

website: www.SouthernCrossClub.com 


Little Cayman Beach Resort 


Little Cayman’s premier resort complimented by 
Reef Divers’ award-winning dive operation. Dive 
legendary Bloody Bay Wall, enjoy friendly staff and 
wonderful meals at the Caribbean's #1 rated, full- 
service dive resort, Little Cayman Beach Resort. 
Call 1-800-327-3835 or 813-323-8727. 

email: bestdiving@reefseas.com 

website: www. littlecayman.com 


Cayman Airways 


Cayman Airways 


For warm and friendly Caymanian service and more 
flights to the Cayman Islands there is only one 
choice, Cayman Airways. We offer the most flights 
from Miami, Tampa, Houston, Orlando & non-stop 
service to Kingston, Ja & Cayman Brac. For more 
information or reservations call your local travel 
agent or Cayman Airways @ 1-800-G-CAYMAN. 
website: www. Caymanairways.com 


Sunset House-Grand Cayman 
Dive right off shore, day or 
night, and see Sunset 
House’s beautiful 9-foot 
tall bronze mermaid. Her & 
arms stretch out protect- 
ing Sunset Reef, making it 
one of the most talked 
about dive sites in the 
world today. Rebreathers 
and Nitrox are available. 
Take an all-day 3-tank trip 
or half-day 2-tank trips. Everything you need is 
here: Sunset Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, “My 
Bar” and Cathy Church's Underwater Photo Centre. 
Tel: 877-854-3228 © Fax: 345-949-7101 


E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm 


Ocean Diver, Cuba 
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Ocean Diver, the only luxurious live-aboard in 
Cuba, diving the South coast, departing weekly 
from Cayo Largo. Incredible pristine diving. 
Americans welcome. phone: 345-949-5551 

fax: 345-949-8729 

e-mail: ailgem@candw.ky 

website: www.oceandivercuba.com 





Western 
Caribbean 


Aqua Dreams Travel 
Your Caribbean Specialists. Low cost Ses 
S, 
3 } 


airfare from your city Rainforest treks 
and land adventures. From Aruba to 
the Bahamas, Belize to Dominica and 
everything in between. We have the 
Caribbean covered! 1-888-322-DIVE 


e-mail: Info@aquadreams.com 
website:www.aquadreams.com 


Roatan Charters 


Free Bay Island Resorts video. 
Roatan Charter, 1-800-282-8932 
PO Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576 
Roatan Charter Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 
1981. 800-282-8932 ext 301, Fax: 352-588-4158 


website: www.roatan.com; 
email: fantasyislandresort@bonnebeach.com 


Bay Islands Beach Resort 


Families, divers, non-divers love our 45-acre paradise 
in the Marine Reserve. Small, informal, guest-focused 
resort operates its own restaurant and dive operation. 
Package includes A/C rooms, 3 boat dives daily, 1 
night dive, 3 meals daily, airport transfers, Historic 
Village, Natural Aquarium Buoyed Snorkel Trail, and 
more. Call 1-800-4ROATAN. 


E-mail: bibrusa@aol.com; www. bibr.com 


Anthony’s Key Resort — Bay Islands 

Dive the world’s 2nd largest barrier reef on our modern 
custom dive fleet under the supervision of our PADI 
Gold Palm 5-Star dive pros. Enjoy fiery Caribbean sun- 
sets from the piu of your sundeck. Ride horses on 
secluded beaches, or play volleyball during our tropical 
beach picnic. Paddle the calm warm waters surround- 
ing our private island paradise in a kayak or canoe. Our 
all-incl. dive and snorkel pkgs. offer many amenities 
other resorts charge extra for. 800-227-3483. website: 
www. anthonyskey.com 


Laguna Beach Resort-Bay Islands 


Utila’s most exclusive. Private peninsula, secluded 
emerald beach, fringing coral reefs, 9 waterfront 
bungalows, ocean front restaurant, gift shop, cus- 
tom dive boats, world-class diving, bone fishing, 
diving, snorkeling, diving, kayaking, diving, relaxing 
on the palm-fringed beach. “The whale sharks make 
Utila waters their playground, why don’t you!” 
Phone: 1-800-66-Utila, fax: 337-893-5024 

email: awhite@utila.com 

web: www. utila.com 


Located within 300 yards of the famous dive and 
snorkel haven known as “Mexico Rocks,” this fab- 
ulous Belize beach resort highlights world-class 
reef scuba diving and fishing activities. Avalon 
Reef Club is the essence of sun, surf, sport, and 
Spacious white sand. Toll free 1-800-770-6844. 


Gaz Cooper’s Dive Belize 


Exclusive dedicated 

dive resort offers you 

luxury beach accomo- 

dations, personal div- 

ing with just 6-8 

divers max per boat, 

diving the best of 

Ambergris Caye and 

beyond. If you're 

looking for personal 

service and to escape the crowded dive boats then 
this small exclusive resort is for you. For the best 
packages available call us at 888-772-9937. 


e-mail: Gaz directly at gaz@btl.net 
website: www.divebelize.com 


Rae or 


Lose yourself in the island accommodations at 
Ramon's Village Resort in San Pedro, Belize. 
Stunning thatched roof cabanas hidden beneath 
coconut palms, air-conditioned and fan cooled for 
idyllic comfort, await you. 

Splash in the cerulean waters of the Western 
Caribbean from our white sand beach and view 
the largest barrier reef in the Northern 
Hemisphere just one-half mile from our resort. 
Dive two rare and breathtaking atolls, plus 
Jacques Cousteau's famous Blue Hole, aboard our 
Pro 42 dive boat The Miss Gina. 

Discover Ramon's Village....A wonderfully 
intriguing vacation resort. 

Call 1-800-MAGIC 15 for a free brochure! 

email: info@ramons.com 

website: www.ramons.com 


WAAR ss anaes sho dreary 


Located on the Sunbreeze Hotel, offers best in 
diving. PADI Resort Facility equipped with 43' 
boats departing daily to Blue Hole, Turneffe Atoll 
and 4 local dives. Special dive packages available 
from $599.00. Call now 800-641-2994. 

E-mail: aquadives@btl.net 

Website: www.aquadives.com 


Manta Dive-Belize 


MANT 
RESORT 


BELI 7 F ‘t 


Dive and snorkel at Manta Resort on Glover's 
Atoll, designated a UN World Heritage Site for its 
unspoiled reef system. Full and 1/2 week pack- 
ages include SCUBA diving, snorkeling and 
kayaking from our palm covered Island. 12 air- 
conditioned cabanas line the lagoon. Call today. 
800 326 1724 

e-mail: info@mantaresort.com 

website: www.mantaresort.com 


Turneffe Flats-Belize 


Diversity and flexibility describe TURNEFFE FLATS 
diving. With over 80 dive sites logged on the 
Turneffe Atoll itself, you will not dive the same 
dive site more than once unless you want to! Our 
experienced dive staff believes in providing divers 
as much flexibility as possible. Inexperienced 
divers will receive the individualized attention they 
may require, and more experienced divers have 
the flexibility they desire. 

Uncrowded is another good _ description. 
TURNEFFE FLATS caters to small dive groups with 
a maximum guest capacity of 16. Call for further 
information/ reservations at 800.815.1304. 

Email: tflats@rapidnet.com 

website: www.tflats.com 
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Eastern Caribbean 
Windward 
Fort Young Hotel-Dominica 
Overlooking the Caribbean Sea, cradled in the 
majestic beauty of Dominica’s mountainous 
landscape... is the Fort Young Hotel. Enjoy breathtaking 
views, superb cuisine, world-class scuba diving & snor- 
keling with Dive Dominica, whale watching, hiking in 
the rain forest! 7 night (land only) dive packages from 


$799pp/d.o. (800) 766-6016/ (781) 821-6016. 
website: www. fortyyounghotel.com 


Bermuda 
North 
Caribbean 


Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute 


Reefers and Wreckers Dive Shop-Barbados 


Unforgettable wreck diving 
awaits you in Barbados. 
Dive in small groups 
and receive personal- 
ized service from a 
friendly staff. This 


Where land ends & 
exploration begins. Ever 
wonder what's it's like 

to be 12,000 feet below 


northernmost dive shop 

is located at a beachfront 

resort on beautiful Barbados 

and is just minutes away from the 

island's premiere dive sites including Northpoint. 
Receive a free night dive with any five dive 
package. Phone/fax: (246) 422-5450 


email: scubadiving@caribsurf.net 


Castle Comfort Lodge 
Adventures Destination-Dominica 


Poe 


Whale & dolphin safaris. Dive packages with the 
first and only dedicated dive lodge. Nitrox pack- 
ages. Delicious banana pancakes. Clear, warm 
water diving. Hot bubbly underwater springs. 
Boiling Lakes hike. Waterfalls excursions. 
Relaxing hot tub. Call now! 

phone: 767-448-2188 

toll-free: 888-414-7626 

e-mail: dive@ewdom.com 

website: www. divedominica.com 
www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com 


Anse Chastanet Resort-St. Lucia 


One of the Caribbean’s most romantic hideaways 
amidst a 600 acre estate with two beaches in the 
heart of the marine reserves. 49 rooms, 2 
rest./bars, SSI Platinum/PAD| scuba centre, spa, 
art gallery, boutiques, mountain biking center and 
trails, tennis and watersports. Tel 758-459-7000 
Fax 758-459-7700, 1-888-GO LUCIA. 

email: ansechastanet@candw. Ic 

website: www.ansechastanet.com 


Hightide Watersports, Barbados 
Offering the most personalized service in Barbados. 
Our 32' boat carries a maximum of 8 divers with 2 
dive masters to over 24 sites. Reef, wreck, drift, night, 
buddy and computer diving along with free pickup are 


just a small part of what we offer. Hotel/Airfare pack- 


ages (800) 513-5763, (246) 432-0931 
email: hightide@sunbeach.net 
website: www. divehightide.com 


Dive Guide 
Specialists 


Dry Tortugas/Florida Keys Live-aboard — 


Diving the secluded pristine reefs located 70 miles 
west of Key West is a trip you will not soon forget. 
High coral formations, large swim troughs and a 
huge variety of marine life make diving this 
Ecological Reserve a great experience. Our 60’ 
yacht offers 3 to 6 days to enjoy a memorable 
diving vacation with groups of less than 11. 
For more information call (305) 744-9928 or 


website: www.seaclusive.com 


mem 


BELIZE ACCESS 


Affordable live-aboards adventures in Bay Islands, 
Belize, Cayman Islands and Turks & Caicos starting at 
only $1,095! www.aggressor.com. 888-348-2628 


Sea level? 

See the wonders of 
underwater exploration — 

all without getting wet!  _# 
The Ocean Discovery 9a 
Centre at the Bermuda — 
Underwater Exploration 
Institute. ere . 
Open daily 9am to 5pm except Christmas Day. 
Telephone (441)297-7314 or Fax (441)236-6141 
website: www. buei.org 
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Northern 
Caribbean 


Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 


Dive famous Shark Reef. ° 
Pristine Conception Wall. Steltn Maris 
World’s deepest Blue 
Hole. Wrecks. Reefs. 
PADI/SSI courses. Ask 
about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! 
Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 1-2-3 & 4 Bedroom 
cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, sailing, biking. 

And more! 800-426-0466 * 954-359-8238 


email: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
website: stellamarisresort.com 
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Oasis Divers-Turks & Caicos 


Amazing wall diving 
in Grand Turk and 
Salt Cay. Swim with 
stingrays at Gibbs Cay 
and go whale watching 
in the winter. Complete 
gear handling and superi- 
or divemaster services. 
Now offering re-breather / 
certifications. 
Dive/accommodation 
packages available. 
800-892-3995 or 649-946-1128. 


e-mail: oasisdiv@tciway.tc 
website: www. oasisdivers.com 
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South | 
Caribbean 


Aqua Dreams Travel, Inc. 


From Whale Sharks to Beaches. Rainforests to 
Reefs. Let us take you to your favorite Caribbean 
Island. 1-888-322-DIVE 


e-mail: Info@aquadreams.com 
website:www.aquadreams.com 


Pelican Adventures-Aruba 


Wreck Diving Capital of the Caribbean! PAD! Gold 
Palm 5 Star Dive Center - Modern Dive Center w/ 
custom built boats and top quality equipment. 
Variety of Packages from 5 dives for $160 to unlim- 
ited diving for $325.For More Info: 011-297-872-302 
e-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw 

website: www. peiican-aruba.com 


Plaza Resort Bonaire & Port Bonaire 


“Dive into...Bonaire’s luxury oceanfront resorts 
that have it all! Share 5 star amenities, 224 spa- 
cious suites and villas overlooking a private marina 
& beach. 3 restaurants / 3 bars, Five Star PADI Gold 
Palm, NAUI & IDD dive center, casino, spa & fit- 
ness, tour desk, water sports, fresh water pool, ten- 
nis and more! (800) 766-6016 / (781) 821-6016 / 
e-mail: info@plazaresortbonaire.com / info@plazavillas.com 


websites www. plazaresortbonaire.com 
www. plazavillas.com 


Eastern Caribbean 
Leeward 


Trimarine Boat Company- 
British Virgin Islands 


For an unforgettable 
liveaboard experience, 
we offer the ultimate in 
hospitality, luxury, diving 
and relaxation - Cuan 
Law in the BVI. These 
beautiful islands, our spacious boat, our numer- 
Ous activities and our caring crew will delight your 
non diving partner too! 

800-648-3393 

email: cuanlaw@surfbvi.com 

website: www. bvidiving.com 


British Virgin islands 


$.C.0.R.E./V.1. Divers 


St. Croix, U.S. 
Virgin Islands 
Specializing in 
small groups scuba 
diving, deep sea 
fishing, and flats 
fishing trips. PADI 
resort and TDI/SDI 
Training Facility. 
Call toll-free 
1-877-773-6045 
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SAINT CROIX OCEAN RECREATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
“Cartebeoans Best Above and Below The Water” 


Web: www.scorevi.com 


Young Island-St. Vincent & The Grenadines 


Hidden within most of us is the fantasy of someday 
discovering an uncharted island, surrounded by 
clear waters, unspoiled by man and his industries. 
An island where fruits, flowers, birds and fish 
abound ... all in a climate of absolute perfection. 
RESERVATIONS ® 1-800-223-1108 

Website: www.youngisland.com 

E-mail: reservations@youngisland.com 


Goldenrock-Statia 
Praised for its ecological diversity Goldenrock offers 
all the amnenities you would expect from a diving 
destination, without the crowds. Statia is a dive 
travelers paradise. While on the island, enjoy the 
Sincere hospitality of Golden Rock Divers and T 
he Old Gin House. 1-800-311-6658 or 011-599- 
318-2964. 
website: www.goldenrockdive.com 


Dive St. Vincent 


Veteran dive guide Bill 

Tewes and his staff will 

amaze you with the vari- 

ety of unique marine life am 

in St. Vincent, the critter Be 

capital of the Caribbean. % 

His premiere scuba diving & > se Sh 
operation, Dive St. Vincent, specializes in hosting 
underwater photographers. 

Main Office: 784-457-4928 

Fax: 784-457-4948 

email: Bill2s@DiveStVincent.com 

web site: www. DiveStVincent.com 


Florida Keys/ 
Northern 
Caribbean 


Florida Keys 


Islamorada Special Keys Package includes 20% 
Discount on our dive trips, boat/air on premises, plus 
free use of kayaks. An intimate resort directly on open 
water with famous Florida Key’s sunset. Quiet family 
atmosphere. 800-870-1772 Lookout Lodge Resort 
website: www.lookoutlodge.com 
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IDS» SUNSHINE SUITES/GEORGETOWN. VILLAS 


i BASED SPECIALS | 


ROATAN [audi 
7 Nights, all-inclusive 

starting from 

$66 5pp, db! 


CURACAO 
7 Nights, 12 heat dives 
starting from 


$87 Opp, dbl 


| BELIZE 
F 7 Nights, 10 beat dives 
starting from 
$78 Spp, db! 


BONAIRE 
? Nights, unlimited shore 
’ starting fram Peter Hughes 
646pp., bdrm hie] ae blelsie = 


CAYMAN ISLANDS PNG 


4 Nights, 6 boat dives 
eenrting nd 


SPECIALS! 
20% off 


Peter Hughes 
Sea, Wind & 


_ Wave Dancer, 
relate Mattel g=34 


Jan. - March 
(Select Dates Apply) 





IVEABOARD | 


Antares Dancer, — 


2nd Person $999 _ 





BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Gear Up for the 
Holidays 


IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR 
again. Time flies, doesn’t it? A 
few months ago you were on a 
dive vacation, swimming in the 
ocean daily, swapping dive sto- 
ries after a day of diving and 
thinking about the next ray you 
might encounter. The only 
thing on your wish list was 
another day in paradise. 

But now that the holidays are 
here, other things come to 
“=e mind: that leaky mask you’ve 

.. been wearing for two years too 
fe long or the wetsuit that didn’t 

keep you as warm as you want- 
ed it to. If you’re like most people who 
always want more, you just HAVE TO 
HAVE that dive light you saw your 
buddy using on your last night dive. 

The holidays are a perfect time to 
put together a wish list for those who 
don’t know what to get the guy who has 
everything. Once you’ve given your 
wish list to a loved one (or fellow 
diver), they may need a little guidance 
on where to start. Tell them to start at 
Skin Diver Online’s Gear Guide at 
www.skin-diver.com. 


Skin Diver 2007 
hi Ys 


, 6 


inn 
oer 
mal 
aor 
as 
(robes 
bebe 
me 





The guide is categorized into easy- 
to-find sections: Masks & Snorkels, 
Fins, Primary Gear, Suits, Lights, 
Accessories and Photo Gear. You can 
view various colors and styles from top 
manufacturers. Website addresses on 
each product make your shopping even 
easier by enabling you to check out the 
manufacturers’ other products. 

You never know, you may find some- 
thing for yourself. Or maybe you'll dis- 
cover a destination for next year’s dive 
trip through our ‘Travel section, 
Custom Destination Guides or Live on 
Locations. Just another thing to add to 
your wish list this holiday season. 












BONAIRE | 


“FISH CAPITAL OF THE CARIBBEAN” ‘ee 


BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and PADI **** * Gold Palm Resort 
offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, dock-side gear 
storage, and instruction. New 2001 programs include the Sea-Lab Adventure for kids and 
Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house Reservation Service to book all your 
on-island needs. Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5425 + Fax: 011 (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com + Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 














BUDDY DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI ***%*%* oceanfront resort known for its casual atmosphere, 
personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity Center offering a 
unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and more! Buddy Reef is a 
giant stride away, as are the dive boats and rental trucks. 

Reservations: Caradonna Caribbean Tours (800) 328-2288 

Email: Info@buddydive.com * Website: www.buddydive.com ° Tel: 011 (599) 717-5080 















CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet off our 
shore. Praised as a diver’s paradise by beginner & experienced divers. Choice of cottages, 
deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. Overlooking our reefs, Is our ocean- 
front restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A PADI *%*%*%** and Instructor Development Center. 
Reservations & Information: Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327-6709 : Tel: (305) 438-4222 
Fax: (305) 438-4220 * Email: info@maduro.com + Website: www.HabitatDiveResorts.com 
















HARBOUR VILLAGE BEACH RESORT 
A PADI ***** Gold Palm IDC Resort & NAUI Dive Facility at one of the Caribbean's top 
beach resorts. Offering dive packages from $738pp (7-nights), personalized and friendly 
service, 4 state-of-the-art-dive boats, and a photo & video shop facility. Amenities include: 
1/4 mile beach, spa & fitness center, 4 restaurants, pools, tennis, shops, marina, and more. 
Reservations: U.S. & Canada: (800) 868-7477 : Tel: (305) 567-9509 = Fax: (305) 567-9659 
Email: reservations@harbourvillage.com - Website: www.harbourvillage.com 










SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


Experience the luxury of a hotel and the advantages of a condominium, with all studio, 1, 
2 & 3 bedroom units overlooking the water. Discover Bonaire above & below with Nature 
Tours, Bicycling, Kayaking, Guided Snorkeling, Diving and Complete U/W Photo & Video 
Services. Sand Dollar is family oriented with programs for kids. SSI, NAUI & PADI kkk ** 
IDC center. Tel: 011 (599) 717-8738 + US: 1 (800) 288-4773 » Fax: 011 (599) 717-8760 
Email: info@sanddollarbonaire.com * Website: www.sanddollarbonaire.com 


American Airlines/American Eagle, Air Jamaica and Air ALM serve Bonaire from the U,S, 


Bonaire, the Easy Vacation Island...We're Closer Than Vou Think 


WWW.INFOBONAIRE.COM &@& @ I1-800-BONAIRE 














‘is close to the very best dive sites on 2001 editorial index 
Roatan, and offers excellent diving for 


individuals or smaller groups. Experience of Hond uras 


the excitement of diving in one of the | . , 
‘underwater wonders of the world with us. FROM FLASHBULBS TO DIGITAL by Jim Church, 


> Seas pg. 64 
. ’ Sl : ne be et 

Si “S y 

a : F ¥ tiitin, q 


SOATANS WIE @ UANGHT ULUB EE Discover the = Dive I 
Our esort and 4- Star Hotel Bay islands : C 


BECOMING ONE WITH THE SEA by Nick Icorn, pg. 78 
ON THE PULSE OF DIVING FOR 50 YEARS by Eric 
Hanauer, pg. 58 

STARS IN OUR EYES by The Editors, pg. 85 
FAMOUS ALUMNI by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 88 
JOHN STEEL by Eric Hanauer, pg. 94 

THE ORIGINAL SKIN DIVER and accompanied article 
by Zale Parry, pg. 98 

THE TRAVELING DIVER by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 
102 

THE “LAST PINUP”—MEETING BETTIE PAIGE by 
Ellsworth Boyd pg. 110 

The magic of Latin America... BIRTH OF THE C-CARD by Al Hornsby, pg. 153 

the warmth, pride and passion of TACA... | 

at your fingertips.... 


www.taca.com | BACKLIGHTING BASICS, pg. 35, Jan. 
POOR VISIBILITY, pg. 27, Feb. 


Our 1100-foot white sand beach is nearby © RU PO- COMPOSING POWERFUL PHOTOGRAPHS, pg. 25, 


and totally yours to enjoy. Mar. 
7-night dive sunlenes are from $ ai eh AC A % : rg TAKE ADVANTAGE OF NEPTUNE’S MAGIC HOUR, pg. 
person, incl. 3 meals, 11th person is free 1A (kal DANG Rae SEATS Sige AEE sa a se oh 

Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras For reservations and information | TO HOUSE OR NOT TO ROLE ee June 
Telephone from USA (011) 504 455 5407 24 hours a day | CREATING A LENS PACKAGE FOR AN SLR SYSTEM 
E-mail: mh@roatanyachtclub.com 1-800-535-8780 
www.roatanyacntclub.com be | 





pg. 25, Aug. 

CREATE YOUR OWN PHOTOS, pg. 25, Sept. 

PORTS FOR SLR HOUSINGS: FLAT VS. DOME, pg. 
23, Oct. 

WIDER IS NOT ALWAYS BETTER, pg. 24, Nov. 
STROBE ARMS: THE OVERLOOKED COMPONENT, pg. 
25, Dec. 





HAVING CHUM FUN, pg. 76, Aug. 

WHAT FLAVOR IS THAT JELLYFISH?, pg. 90, Sept. 
FEAR OF SHARKS, pg. 54, Oct. 

SNORKELING SENSE, pg. 62, Nov. 

RETURN OF THE WHALES, pg. 40, Dec. 


ry elcom e io the 
ais ae Aruba/ Bonaire/ Curacao 

es 9 1/2 WEEKS ON BONAIRE by Bonnie Cardone, 

pg. 60, Apr. 

MOONLIGHTING IN BONAIRE by Ty Sawyer, 

pg. 42, Aug. 

ARUBA’S WRECK RODEO by Karl Shreeves, 

pg. 56, Nov. 

CURAGAO IN THE BLOOD by Karl Shreeves, 

pg. 86, Nov. 

KINGDOM OF THE SMALL (BONAIRE) by Bonnie 

Cardone, pg. 61, Dec. 


Bahamas 

BAHAMAS DIVE GUIDE by Michael Lawrence, 
pg. 52, Sept. 

THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A SUPER-PREDATOR 
(BAHAMAS’ BULL SHARK) by Simon Rogerson, 
pg. 50, Dec. 


Belize 
AN ATOLL AFFAIR—BOUND FOR BELIZE by Rick 
Frehsee, pg. 56, Feb. 


fool i MYcolel mi (eleelMiceh-lmelel-lal 
or 1-800-G-Cayman or visit 
www.caymandairways.com TEMPLES ABOVE AND BELOW by Rick Frehsee, 
pg. 51, Apr. 
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ON AORN ERE x TOLL R BELIZE 
www.blackbirdresort.com 


Compo Packages 


@ Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean or Koya Mayan 

¢ Minutes from Hundred’s of Dive Sites & Hundred’s to be Discovered : > \ESORT & SPA 

© Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover’s Reef Atoll | Pampered Adventure 

e 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach A Resort of Casual Elegance Surrounded by 
~ @ Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing Tropical Jungle in the Heartland of the 


¢ Instruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO ‘ : Ancient Maya. 
1 $0 0 6 1 94 F-  \. Cultural & Ecological Discovery 
a -320-17 | 4 | in Beautiful Western Belize! 
www.mantaresort.com ¢ E-mail: ifs Girmceeatieore (= =] | » sPax: 306.069 


Ramon's 
Village Resort ... 
sixty-one 
chdeceoci roof 
air-conditioned cabanas 
hidden beneath 
coconut palms and 
lush tropical foliage 
Located on the beautiful sland of of 
Ambergris Caye, Belize. i BP AVAL TALTAT Vide, 
Sie ame odes Summer aig, ets Sc ae eee inf : ‘ ill 
ive packages starting at : Anil: 
ot es | ie Hirrioe Rest UH Wu I 


Occu Pa NCcY ; 


Ramon's Village... 
d wonderfully Intriguing 
vacation resort! Gy Ut 


Reservations & Information 
info@ramons.com or For more information 
3 2 contact the Belize Board of Tourism at 
Galt | B00 MAGIC 10 1-300-624-0686 or visit us at www.travelbelize.org/diving 
www.ramons.com 

















Jean-Michel Cousteau 


a) ISLANDS 


RESORT 


JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 

team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L’Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 

to some of the worlds 

most spectacular land 

and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 

denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada ~ 


o% F 


: 


North America Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788-0150 
e-mail : info@fijiresort.com « http//www.fifiresort.com 





People love 
Teyatellacme late. 
the Carib Inn. 


“With 55 vacation 
® trips to Bonaire, 
| still enjoy all 
y the spots.” 


Bruce Bowker’s 


CARIB INN 
PO. Box 68 Bonaire, 
INTeliateva (olate CiPe VALLI (= 


Telephone (011) 599-717-8819 
Fax (011) 599-717-5295 
RESERVATIONS 

8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 


—Larry Levin 


tell Me slatres\Oxeelal Silmactiy 
Please visit our Web site at: 


WaVValYAeolalolllimaelis 
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Cayman Isiands 

A PICTORIAL DIVE GUIDE OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS 
by Chris Crumley, pg. 88, Feb. 

CAYMAN CYCLE OF LIFE by Georgienne Bradley, Jay 
lreland and Alegria Taylor, pg. 60, Mar. 

CAYMAN FUN IN THE SUN by Jim Walker, pg. 94, 
Apr. 

A PLEASANT SURPRISE by Jim Walker, pg. 93, May 
CAYMAN EXTREME by Fred D. Garth, pg. 78, June 
THE DIVER’S SANDBOX—OFF THE WALL ADVEN- 
TURES IN LITTLE CAYMAN by Marty Snyderman, pg. 
78, Aug. 

CAYMAN GETS TEETH by Al Hornsby, pg. 68, Sept. 
BIRDS, BATS, TURTLES AND RAYS by Franklin Viola, 
pg. 78, Nov. 

CAYMAN’S SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS by Marty 
Snyderman, pg. 47, Dec. 


Cozumel 

COZUMEL KIDS by Georgienne Bradley, Jay Ireland 
and Alegria Taylor, pg. 74, Apr. 

ADVANCED ADVENTURES IN COZUMEL by Tom 
Morrisey, pg. 48, Sept. 


Deminican Republic 

THE FIRST ISLAND OF THE NEW WORLD by Greg 
Johnston, pg. 66, Mar. 

HUGE by Marty Snyderman, pg. 57, Dec. 


Figrida and the Florida Keys 

FRESHWATER AFFECTION by Brandon Cole, pg. 62, 
May 

THE OL’ NAVY SHAKEDOWN by Fred D. Garth, pg. 62, 
June 

SPRINGING COAST TO COAST IN CENTRAL FLORIDA 
by Fred Garth, pg. 44, Nov. 


Miscellaneous Caribbean 

CARIBBEAN RENDEZVOUS—ST. LUCIA by Bret 
Forbes, pg. 64, Feb. 

CASTRO’S LITTLE SECRET by Clay and Martha 
Wiseman, pg. 54, Mar. 

KIDS’ SEA CAMP by Shirley Brown, pg. 78, Apr. 
SEDUCED BY THE VIRGINS (USVI) by Steve 
Simonsen, pg. 42, May 

THE WAY OF THE DOLPHIN by Jonathan Bird, pg. 54, 
May 

WHALE TALES (TONGA) by Tammy Peluso, pg.68, 
May 

TALES FROM THE WALL SIDE (TURKS & CAICOS) by 
Matt and Angela Weedon, pg. 70, June 

BAY ISLANDS BLITZ by Fred Garth, pg. 72, Sept. 

THE BERMUDA FILES by A. Scott Johnson, pg. 82, 
Sept. 

BATHED IN CIVILIZATION (BVI) by Eric Hanauer, pg. 
84, Oct. 

CRITTER SPOTTERS ANONYMOUS (ST. VINCENT) by 
Deb Fugitt, pg. 54, Dec. 

TRAVELS WITH NEVIN (DOMINICA) by Fred Garth, 
pg. 58, Dec. 

ADRIFT IN THE ISLES OF SPICE by Granville Green, 
pg. 44, Dec. 


HAMMERHEADS SINK TO NEW DEPTH FOR 
ROMANCE edited by Tiffany Carey, pg. 68, Feb. 
HAMMERHEADS GO BELOW AND BEYOND edited by 
Ryan Allen, pg. 43, Mar. 

HAMMERHEADS—GETTING TO THE BOTTOM OF 
THINGS edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 32, Apr. 





I am an adventure-seeker by 


nature. I invite challenge and 


conquest, yet my depth is what 


beer & 
§ oe a $0 x 
AY 


a “ 
» ie one rege” 


reels in the daring. I am the 


fruitful waters of México, 


filled with phenomenal fishing. 





Ayn ASO 

nAatys AL. 
Come explore my abundant bays 
and seas—from Los Cabos, the 


marlin capital of the world, to 





the globe’s finest deep-sea fishing 


in Mazatlan. Your catch will be as 


plentiful as your memories. 





: J have many states of mind. My adventurous side fede to lush rain forests. ‘Spectacular ne 
heaps beckon my playful attitude, with crystalline waters that are clearly invigorating. I will entice you with delicious dishes, and when aoe 
excitement stirs, my nights dance until dawn. J am México. (sb Geert eMC eee 5. 


For more information, call 800-44-MEXICO or log onto www.visitmexico.com. 
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Soaring to new beights: 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle 

out of finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 
800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best 
airfares, dive package deals, planning tips and lodging 
reviews that will make planning your Bonaire trip a 
breeze. You can even book your trip online at 
www.BonairePros.com 


info@bonairepros.com 


www.bonairepros.com 


INTERNATIONAL 


© SD/AD 0108 





Meeting the Challenges 
of Today's Dive World 


MOVE INTO THE FUTURE 
WITH PDIC INTL! 


Quality... 


Personal... 


Facilities 
Worldwide 


e Instruction for over 30 years 

e Facilities located worldwide 

e Instructor Trainer, Instructor, 
Nitrox Instructor, D/S 

e All Levels of Continuing Education 


Call or write for 
your FREE info kit. 
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ot Just F 
Hobby But 
A Way Ot 


PDIC INTERNATIONAL, USA 
P.0. BOX 3633 
Scranton, PA 18505 USA 
Phone : (570) 342-1480 
Fax : (570) 342-1276 
| Emalk las estonia e- INTL. — 
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NEW ENGLAND COLD WATER DIVERS; HAMMER- 
HEADS DIVE IN edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 34, May 
HAMMERHEADS GO OVERBOARD; SCUBAFINS edited 
by Ryan Allen, pg. 43, June 

FOR HAMMERHEADS, NOTHING IS INSURMOUNT- 
ABLE; SCUBA RANGERS OPENS WORLD OF DIVING 
TO KIDS edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 32, Aug. 

SAVE THE MANATEE CLUB; VIRGINIA BEACH HAM- 
MERHEADS HAVE A BALL WITH NEW CONSERVA- 
TION PROJECT edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 18, Sept. 
HAMMERHEADS SHARE SCARY STORIES OF THE 
DEEP BLUE SEA; ATLANTA UNDERWATER EXPLORER 
DIVE CLUB edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 43, Oct. 

NEW STOMPING GROUNDS FOR THE HAMMER- 
HEADS; HOLLYWOODIVERS edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 
38, Nov. 

HAMMERHEADS ENTER THE FUN ZONE; THE SEA 
DIVERS edited by Ryan Allen, pg. 28, Dec. 


DIVER’S LIBRARY 
by Michelle Danner, pg. 40, Mar. 
by Michelle Danner, pg. 40, Apr. 

by Michelle Danner, pg. 38, May 

by Michelle Danner, pg. 32, June 
by Michelle Danner, pg. 36, Aug. 
by Michelle Danner, pg. 32, Sept. 
by Kyle Foster, pg. 40, Oct. 

by Kyle Foster, pg. 43, Nov. 

by Kyle Foster, pg.30, Dec. 


EDITORIAL 

DIVING’S OWN MEMORY LANE by Al Hornsby, pg. 
12, Jan. 

ENCHANTED REALMS by Ty Sawyer, pg. 12, Feb. 
MILESTONES by Al Hornsby, pg. 10, Mar. 

FAMILY by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, Apr. 

SHARKS UNDER ATTACK by Al Hornsby, pg. 10, May 
SEARCHING by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, June 

MY FAVORITE MONTH OF THE YEAR by Al Hornsby, 
pg. 16, July 

THE HOT ZONE by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, Aug. 

NEWER & NEWER by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, Sept. 
EXPLORERS CLUB by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, Oct. 
YOUR HEART WILL NEVER BE IDLE AGAIN by Ty 
Sawyer, pg. 10, Nov. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 by Ty Sawyer, pg. 12, Dec. 


ENCOUNTERS 

THE ELUSIVE BARBU by Ned and Anna DeLoach with 
Paul Humann, pg. 30, Jan. 

STARGAZERS by Denise Nielsen Tackett and Larry 
Tackett, pg. 24, Feb. 

YELLOWFACE PIKEBLENNY SMACKDOWN! by Ned and 
Anna DeLoach with Paul Humann, pg. 22, Mar. 
JUVENILE EMPEROR SNAPPERS by Denise Nielsen 
Tackett and Larry Tackett, pg. 104, Apr. 

THE BLACK BROTULA by Ned and Anna DeLoach with 
Paul Humann, pg. 104, May 

BANGGAI CARDINALFISH by Denise Nielsen Tackett and 
Larry Tackett, pg. 24, June 

CARIBBEAN TRUMPETFISH by Ned and Anna DeLoach 
with Paul Humann, pg. 24, Aug. 

HARLEQUIN CRAB by Denise Nielsen Tackett and Larry 
Tackett, pg. 98, Sept. 

THE TITAN TRIGGER by Ned and Anna DeLoach with Paul 
Humann, pg. 127, Oct. 

THE COMET COSTUME by Denise Nielsen Tackett and 
Larry Tackett, pg. 103, Nov. 

JAWFISH by Ned and Anna DeLoach with Paul Humann, 
pg. 89, Dec. 








Pelican 

Nemo Light 

“The smallest and 
brightest 8C dive light 


in the world” 
310-326-4700 


ee 0 } € 1 As % gt 


Harvey’s 

Wetsuits Limited edition 
“From the new Kobalt TPRSRS § SOth anniversary 
Titanium to custom dey" Skin Diver 


800-347-0054 
www.harveys-divesuits.com 


we 
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TUSA 

X-Pert Zoom 
Aeronautical 
Engineering 

in the water. 


562-498-3708 
www.tusa.com 


Savion FREE BACKPACK! 


evar the! eka aet and enter to win the 


MaxVision and ¢; fen ren cil 


TransVision to the Color 


Corrective Filtering | 2] me a. ce 


system. . 
800-732-6275 e Trip for one on the 


www.seavisionusa.com Truk Aggressor Il live-aboard 
Diving WWII wrecks in Truk Lagoon, Micronesia 


e 1 TUSA BC 
The Palau 


Aggressor || e 1 TUSA regulator 
The ultimate in (first, second stage plus octopus) 


live-aboards. e 1 TUSA computer console 


a 888-348-2628 seat 
WWw.aggressor.com e 1 Sea Vision mask 


° 1 custom Harvey's wetsuit 
e 1 Pelican NEMO light 
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Leaders in dive lens technology 


Rules: Attach your sales receipt from the purchase of one of these specialized products: Pelican Nemo light, Sea Vision mask, Harvey’s 
Kobalt Titanium wetsuit, TUSA X-Pert Zoom split fin or book a trip on featured Aggressor live-aboard to the attached business reply card 
plus $7.95 shipping and handling for the free backpack or simply fill out the card to enter the grand prize drawing, (no purchase 
necessary to enter the drawing). Palau Aggressor || vacation must be booked and deposited by 12/31/01 to receive backpack. Does not 
apply to previously booked passengers, only new bookings. Supplies are limited. Your backpack will arrive within 8-10 weeks and you 
will automatically be entered into the grand prize drawing. Supplies of the backpacks are limited so act fast! 

Skin Diver Backpack: Quantities of the backpack are limited to the first 2000 entries. Any form sent without a sales receipt will not be accepted. This promotion ends June 1, 2002. All 
forms received through June 1, 2002 will be automatically entered into the grand prize drawing. Grand Prize Drawing: No purchase necessary to enter the grand prize drawing. Void 
where prohibited.To enter, send your name, address, telephone number and e-mail address on a 3” x 5” card to: Dive 44, attn: Backpack Promo, 16772 Channel Lane, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92649 











2001 editorial index 


ENLNAOAMENnT 

by Jean-Michel Cousteau 
BEYOND THE CAGE WITH GREAT WHITES, 

pg. 28, Jan. 

CRUISE SHIPS IN HOT WATER, pg. 22, Feb. 
CORAL THREATS REQUIRE GLOBAL SOLUTIONS, pg. 
22, Mar. 

NO BLISS FOR INDIA’S NARMADA RIVER, 

pg. 20, Apr. 

BEFORE THE ICE MELTS, pg. 20, May 

LET'S EXPLORE—BUT SOFTLY, pg. 22, June 
MAKING WATER PRECIOUS AGAIN, pg. 22, Aug. 
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NEW HOPE FOR SEA OTTERS, KELP FORESTS, 

pg. 22, Sept. 

NATURE IS GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH, pg. 20, Oct. 
FLYING FREE, pg. 22, Nov. 

WHALE SONG SILENCED BY NAVY, pg. 22, Dec. 


EQUIPMENT 

THE CHANGING FACE OF UNDERWATER VIDEO by 
Jim Church, pg. 40, Feb. 

COMPACT REGS by Ken Kurtis, pg. 38, May 

YOUR FIRST UNDERWATER CAMERA, pg. 52, June 
ADVANCED UNDERWATER CAMERA SYSTEMS by 
Jack and Sue Drafahl, pg. 35, Aug. 

SUPER COMPUTERS by Daryl Carson, pg. 33, Sept. 
6 LITTLE BIG LIGHTS by Daryl Carson, pg. 31, Oct. 
59,856 CUBIC INCHES OF SPACE (GEAR BAGS) by 
Daryl Carson, pg. 31, Nov. 


HOLIDAY GEAR GUIDE by Daryl Carson, pg. 33, Dec. 


Who Has the Best Dive 


Accident Program? 


Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
| injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
| don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 


| your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold . 
and platinum levels make this insurance ~ 
second to none in the dive industry. 












accident coverage) 





= 





¢(A* deductible (except on medical nondive accident coveh 
[> mileage minimum (except on medical nondive = ™ 


(¥ annual or lifetime limit (except on medical nondiv: 
cancellation and interruption) 

UF pre-authorization required — 

(¥ depth limit on gold and platinum levels 





Y E ©: & we accept divers from any agency 
[¥ all ages 
[¥? worldwide protection 


To sign up call (800) 223-9998 aster online at diveinsurance.com 










GEAR and GADGETS 
by Daryl Carson, pg. 40, Jan. 

by Daryl Carson, pg. 32, Feb. 

by Daryl Carson, pg. 30, Mar. 

by Daryl Carson, pg. 26, Apr. 

by Ryan Allen, pg. 26, May 

by Ryan Allen & Daryl Carson, pg. 28, June 
by Ryan Allen & Daryl Carson, pg. 30, Aug. 
by Ryan Allen & Daryl Carson, pg. 30, Sept. 
by Ryan Allen & Daryl Carson, pg. 28, Oct. 
by Ryan Allen & Daryl Carson, pg. 28, Nov. 


ILEARNED ABOUT DIANG 
FROM THAT 

THE COLD TRUTH by Julianna Wallingford, pg. 154, 
Jan. 

WHEN IN DOUBT by Mark Swanbeck, pg. 114, Feb. 
TOUCH ME NOT by Kenneth B. Fouts, pg. 114, Mar. 
LOST IN THE DARK by Jeff Burhans, pg. 122, Apr. 
HEAVY BREATHING by Corey Fischer, pg. 122, May 
EGOS DON’T FLOAT by Peter Ajtai, pg. 122, June 
BOOTIE CALL by Tom Conroy, pg. 114, Aug. 

DON’T PANIC WITH YOUR MOUTH OPEN by Lori 
Miller, pg. 114, Sept. 

ANCHORS AWEIGH by Randy Everette, pg. 130, Oct. 
THE LONG WALK by Major Steve Parker, USMC, pg. 
122, Nov. 

ALL TURNED AROUND by Scott Bonis, pg. 106, Dec. 


HID’S CORNER 

by William UW. Hartiey 

GAMES KIDS PLAY, pg. 80, Mar. 

UNDERSTANDING CORAL ECOSYSTEMS, pg. 98, Apr. 
PASSING ON OUR STEWARDSHIP ROLE, pg. 48, June 


MISCELLAREOUS DILING 
WYLAND by Steve Creech, pg. 70, Feb. 

LEARN WHERE YOU WANT TO EARN by Jim Walker, 
pg. 50, Mar. 

THAT SINKING FEELING by Georgienne Bradley, Jay 
Ireland, Eric Hanauer and Derek Roderick, pg. 84, 
Mar. 

SACRED REALMS (EGYPT & RED SEA) by Franklin J. 
Viola, pg. 54, Apr. 

A FANTASTIC JOURNEY by Hagan and Corinna 
Wegerer, pg. 82, Apr. 

MASTERS OF THE REALM (NORWAY’S ORCAS) by 
Oakley Cochran, pg. 58, May 

THE PLAYER (SOUTH AFRICA’S GREAT WHITE 
SHARKS) by Stuart and Michele Westmorland, pg. 66, 
May 

EMERALD OUTPOSTS (MALDIVES) by Michael 
Lawrence, pg. 82, May 

MEET THE PHOTOGRAPHERS, pg. 110, July 

DIVE ATLAS OF THE WORLD by Marty Snyderman, 
pg. 67, Oct. 

THE GLAMOROUS LIFE by Mandy Bolen and Clara 
Taylor, pg. 48, Oct. 

ROYAL REEFS OF JORDAN by Peter Verhoog and 
Georgina Wiersma, pg. 50, Nov. 


NEUWIT FRONTIERS 

by Phil Nuytten 

AUDIO/VIDEO GATLING GUNS, pg.46, June 
AUDIO/VIDEO GATLING GUN, PART Il, pg. 28, Sept. 


PACIFIC DILING 

Eastern Pacific 

AMONG DISTANT ISLES—EXPLORING THE GALAPA- 
GOS by Al Hornsby, pg. 74, Feb. 

SEA LION REVERIE (GALAPAGOS) by David Doubilet, 
pg. 72, Mar. 

BIG ADVENTURES IN CORTEZ by Marty Snyderman, 
pg. 74, May 

IN DARWIN’S FOOTSTEPS by Fred Bavendam and 
Patricia Danna, pg. 56, Oct. 











LIVING LARGE by Marty Snyderman, pg. 60, Oct. 
LOST WORLDS by Stuart and Michele Westmorland, 
pg. 62, Oct. 


Hawail 

BEST SHARED BY TWO—HAWAII by Astrid Witte and 
Casey Mahaney, pg. 58, Feb. 

HAWAII—DIVING IN FIREWATER! by Fred Garth, pg. 
54, Sept. 

HAWAII 7-0 by Fred Garth, pg. 94, Oct. 


South Cast Asia 

THAILAND RISING by Mark Strickland, pg. 61, Aug. 
INDONESIA—GROUND ZERO by Denise Nielsen 
Tackett and Larry Tackett, pg. 64, Aug. 
BORNEO—IN AN ECO-OVERFLOW by Doug Perrine 
and Eric Hanauer, pg. 68, Aug. 


South Pacific 

BLUE APHRODISIAC—TAHITI by Jim Mastro and Ty 
Sawyer, pg. 50, Feb. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA—IN THE SHADOW OF 
TUVURVUR by Astrid Witte Mahaney and Casey 
Mahaney, pg. 58, Aug. 

THE GRAY GODS OF TIKI by Steve Alexander, pg. 42, 
Sept. 

FAR & AWAY IN FlJl by Marty Snyderman, pg.105, Oct. 


Western Pacific 

PALAU FAMILY AFFAIR by Stuart and Michele 
Westmorland, pg. 68, Apr. 

WINGED GIANTS (YAP) by Christopher J. Crowley, pg. 
65, May 

WESTERN MICRONESIA by Brad Doane and Eric 
Hanauer, pg. 84, June 

EXPEDITION USS PERRY (PALAU) by Ty Sawyer, pg. 38, 
Sept. 

THE JEWELS IN EASTERN MICRONESIA’S CROWN by 
Brad Doane, pg. 68, Nov. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

MALAYSIA UNDERWATER PHOTO CONTEST 
WINNERS, pg. 84, Feb. 

SHOOTING WITH THE PROS by Jim Church, 
pg. 89, May 

PHOTO GALLERY, pg. 51, July 

BEHIND THE LENS, pg. 103, July 

YOUR CHANCE TO SHINE, pg. 120, July 
SKEWED VIEW, pg. 128, July 


SCUBAMED 

by Fred Bove, 7.0. Ph.D. 
ORTHOPEDIC Q&A, pg. 38, Jan. 

IMPROVING AIR CONSUMPTION, pg. 30, Feb. 
TREATING DECOMPRESSION ILLNESS, pg. 28, Mar. 
DIVING AFTER HEART SURGERY, pg. 120, Apr. 
BREATHING DIFFICULTY WHILE DIVING, pg. 120, 
May 

THE U.S. NAVY DECOMPRESSION COMPUTER, pg. 
120, June 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED, pg. 112, Aug. 
STINGS AND POKES OF THE SEA, pg. 112, Sept. 
THE THROBBIN’ NOGGIN, pg. 128, Oct. 

MOTION SICKNESS, pg. 120, Nov. 

DIVING AND BLOOD PRESSURE MEDICATION, pg. 
104, Dec. 


TIME CHPSULES 

1958, 1966, 1976 by Tamara Collins, pg. 153, Jan. 
1964, 1972, 1983 by Tamara Collins, pg. 113, Feb. 
1960, 1971, 1980 by Tamara Collins, pg. 113, Mar. 
1957, 1962, 1974 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 121, Apr. 
1955, 1963, 1978 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 121, May 
1964, 1979, 1982 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 121, June 
1958, 1969, 1975 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 130, July 
1956, 1979, 1990 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 113, Aug. 
1961, 1973, 1981 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 113, Sept. 
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lweek... all facd. 
— unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right “~< a? 
a, from the beach! Call our toll-free number and ¢ 
+ well answer all your questions and send you * 
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Blue Holes, | 
Shark Feeding, ; == 
Dolphin Encounters, 


Reefs and Wrecks! 


eee. 


Bae 


Our 20 years of experience promises the best of Bahamas diving. The Sea Fever is a 90’ Seman, 
_ fully ais, le pas motor vessel with 7 double staterooms. Miami departure and return. 
Sea Fever - “Catch it” 


a= Ona FEVER ______ 


CALL NOW 
800-443. 3837 or 757-481-9116 
Fax: 757-481-2075 
E-mail: seafever@seafeve.con WWW.Seafever.com 
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il § CT GO FETCH by Tom Morissey, pg. 34, Feb. 





Ski 


2001 editorial index SNORKELING TECHNIQUES by Joel Simon, pg. 32, Mar. 
1959, 1975, 1983 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 129, Oct. HANGING AROUND WITH DERELICTS by Tom Morissey, 
1965, 1970, 1980 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 121, Nov. pg. 108, Apr. 
1957, 1966, 1976 by Tiffany Carey, pg. 105, Dec. TAMING THE BUOYANCY BEAST by Ken Kurtis, pg. 119, May ON SATURD AY, SEPTEMBER 15, 


TEK PHOTOGRAPHY by Pete Nawrocky, pg. 105, June 
NAVIGATION MADE EASY by Ken Kurtis, pg. 113, Oct. 
STAYING ALIVE, pg. 36, Fab. HOW TO DIVE DRY by Ken Kurtis, pg. 105, Nov. 


GET OFF MY BACK, pg. 44, Mar. 
WORKING UP TOIT, pg. 28, Apr. 


2001, members of the tight- 
knit dive community in 
Monterey, CA, gathered along 
San Carlos Beach to say good- 


FREEFLOW 


THE TROUBLE WITH TRIMIX, pg. 28, May THE CARPATHIA, pg. 38, Feb. 

A MATTER OF RELATIVITY, pg. 30, June THE WASHINGTONIAN, pg. 46, Mar. bye to a dear friend and fellow 
WAIVING YOUR RIGHT TO BARE ARMS, pg. 97, Aug. THE MARINE ELECTRIC, pg. 106, Apr. diver, Suzanne Calley. 

| WANT MY SPARE BRAIN, pg. 44, Oct. GENERAL SLOCUM, pg. 106, May Gr amici. eae No Mane 
THERE’S NO SITUATION YOU CAN'T MAKE WORSE, pg. ‘THE TITANIC, pg. 28, Aug. aes 

36, Nov. THE PREUSSEN, pg. 26, Oct. American Airlines fight #77, the 
DCS RISK TOLERANCE, pg. 90, Dec. THE HALF MOON, pg. 26, Nov. plane that crashed into the 


Pentagon on ‘Tuesday, suave 11th. 
Suzanne and her | so 
family represent | 
the many scuba | 
community mem- 7 
bers whose lives 


" | wy - . changed forever 
ULT ViLTT SUNBLO 5 . | | by this senseless . 





event. 
James Taylor’s 1969 song, “Fire and 
. Rain” was played at the memorial ser- 
- vice: Just yesterday morning, they let me 
HEWICIEN Ane : know you were gone. Suzanne the plans 
: they made put an end to you. ‘Taylor’s 
song continued, ...sweet dreams and 
flying machines and pieces on the ground. 
Attendees, many wearing dripping 
wetsuits from dives made in Suzanne’s 
honor, stood quietly in the early evening 
fog and listened as others remembered 
her life. As a Monterey-based scuba 
instructor, Suzanne introduced many 
enthusiasts to the underwater world. 


‘Fishers underwater video cameras _ After all the words were spoken, atten- 
brave the dangerous sites, so you dees lit candles and silently looked out 
lack Fisher, . don’t have to.” | | over the ocean. A sea lion appeared, 
Presi Ps : swam parallel to the beach, then broke 
the silence with a series of loud barks 
directed at the crowd. After making a 
second tour of the group, it barked again, 
before disappearing under the waves. 
“She loved this,” whispered 
Suzanne’s husband Frank, as he looked 


Email; yapdivers @ mantare 





Call for a free catalog «OO : , i out over the bluff. “Diving to her was 
or to order our y a de the most spectacular thing in th 
demonstration video. : . 5 i 
world.” ** |= —Georgienne Bradley 


“Fishers underwater video products are cost efféctivé tools, for Rderwater search 
and inspection. From low-cost mini cameras to sophisticated ROVs, Fishers has a 
system to fit your application and your budget.” 


A fund in Suzanne’s name will benefit 
environmental moorings in the Monterey 
Bay Sanctuary and other coastal environ- 
mental projects. Proceeds from this editon- 

al will be donated to the memorial fund. 
Marine 9 vei i. An additional contribution will be made by 


een ate da alll AD a8 uae re Skin Diver. Anyone interested in makin 
JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton,-MA 02/718 USA ¢ (800]822-4744 ; J & 


° Tel, (508)822-7330 © FAX: (508)880-8949 © email: jwfishers@aal.com ° www jwfishers.com a donation can call (S831) 656-0454. 


PHOTO: COURTESY FRANK JENSEN 








Bahamas ip pare | = 
aS Let our All-Diver Staff find that Perfect Dive Vacation 
Bonaire 















Caymans 


Costa Rica 


€rvice 

breakfast q 

ated-dive 
Cozumel 


Curacao 


Dominica 


Galanagos Why Ultimate 
Guam . Dive Travel?? 


Honduras Our repeat customer ratio is one 
am | of the highest in the industry, we 


he credit this to our staff! We are all 

Palau divers and industry professionals, 
including a marine biologist/dive 

Truk instructor and an airline expert. 
Our honest and dependable 

Turks : team will do as much as 

& Caicos possible to ensure that your 

scuba vacation is worry-free 

Solomons | and the ultimate dive experience! 

St. Luca y Callus to book your next trip! 

Yap 


CALL: 1-800-737-DIVE (3483) 
on FAX: 630-616-0727 


EMAIL: Udive@uitimatedivetravel.com 


CHECK OUR WEB SITE: WWwW.ultimatedivetravel.com 
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PVE WATCHED A COMPETITIVE RUNNER AND DEDICATED 
solo deep woods backpacker train in a local park, as he 
hurdles fallen trees, dances across rocks and splashes 
through creeks hardly slowing down. One day, I in- 
quired about how he trains when he’s out in the wild. 
“Do you run through the woods?” I asked. 

“Are you kidding? I don’t run when I’m on the trail. I 
don’t jump. I walk. Only walk—slowly and carefully. 
And I never take a step without proper socks and my 
hiking boots on.” Then he explained, “When you’re 
miles away from help, your feet and legs are your life. 
Break an ankle and yow’re in trouble. At the very least, 
you’re in for a long, painful experience hobbling out. 
At worst, like hiking in the winter, you may be so inca- 
pacitated that you won’t last until someone finds you. 
You just don’t put your feet at risk when you’re that far 
out and they’re your ON|Y ues 
way home.” | | | 

As he explained this, I re- | 
alized that he manages foot | 
risk much like I approach | 


pirat 


decompression sickness ee 


risk. I always dive conservatively, within accepted limits 
and follow accepted deco protocols, but other influences 
affect how much risk [Il tolerate. 

For instance, suppose I’m consider- 
ing a dive to 160 feet for 30 minutes us- 
ing air. Desktop deco software with 
moderate conservatism calls for 71 min- 
utes hang time, using air for decompres- 
sion. But since air-only decompression 
isn’t always as reliable as other deco pro- 
cedures, I don’t decompress using only 
air (except in an emergency). I don’t tol- 
erate this risk. 

But I’d make the same dive using, for exam- 


ple, air on the bottom and decompressing with [Fy ,g 
EANS5S0 (50 percent nitrogen, 50 percent oxy- aN 


gen) and oxygen. If I were within a couple 

hours of recompression, I’d typically follow the 
software schedule—about 31 minutes hang 

time. But if I were somewhere such as in the remote 
reaches of the South Pacific about 30 hours from re- 
compression, I might follow the air schedule (71 min- 
utes deco), but still use the EAN50 and oxygen. A 
DCS that’s completely treatable within an hour may 
leave lifelong injury after 30 hours, so I tolerate less 
risk. And when I’m near recompression, I have to ac- 
cept that any DCS hit can have permanent residual 
symptoms, even if treated immediately. 

Now, suppose I’m looking at the same profile for a 
cave or wreck penetration, or for difficult conditions or 
performing a complex task. If that’s the case, I don’t tol- 
erate the risk potential for narcosis. Instead, I’d opt for 
trimix (helium, oxygen and nitrogen), which would give 
37 minutes hang time, decoing with EAN50 and oxy- 
gen. But helium is less forgiving than air deco-wise, so 
I’d use a somewhat more conservative schedule, and if I 
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were a long interval from recompression, I’d be even 
more conservative. And, I’d also consider DCS predis- 
posing factors, such as whether I’m rested and properly 
hydrated, etc. 

Obviously, I don’t expect to have a problem following 
even the least conservative procedures, just like my 
friend doesn’t expect to break his ankle while training in 
the park. Otherwise, I wouldn’t do it! Rather, as the con- 
sequences of DCS become more severe, prudence dic- 
tates further reducing the probability. But even then, 





BY KARL SHREEVES 


you have to accept that there are no guarantees. You can 
still get bent on the most conservative profile, just like 
my friend can still break his ankle backpacking, even 
though he protects his feet so well. 

Only you can decide how much risk you’re willing to 
tolerate, then dive accordingly. Maybe you’re the kind 
of person who won’t even go toa city park without hik- 
ing boots. Maybe you’re not. Either way, having decid- 
ed, you have to accept the responsibility and conse- 
quences for the choices you make to manage your DCS 
risk. You can’t blame anyone else for the consequences 
if your approach to DCS risk is like sprinting down 
Kilmanyaro in flip-flops. 


Karl Shreeves 1s an avid technical diver and VP. Technical 
Development for DS AT and PADI, He doesn’t know much 
about backpacking, except that you don’t do tt in flip-flops. 
























PHOTO: JESSE CANCELMO 








Jim Church Celebrates Birthday 
Long-time 
friend of Skin Diver magazine, 


Jim Church will celebrate his e 
70th birthday aboard the Palau EC 


Aggressor II eS ? 
on January 15, = 
2002. Jim is a 
heavily pub- 
lished, world- 
renowned 
photographer 
who has 
shared _his 


skill and knowledge 


trips, one on January 6 through 13 
aboard the Truk Aggressor II, and 


another January 13 through 15 | 


aboard the Palau Aggressor IT. 
For more information on joining Fim 


for his birthday trips, call (800) 348- | 


2628, or visit www.aggressor.com. 


“Dive Nostalgia”: Aqua Fest 2002 


The Ohio Aqua Fest will be held | 
for the first time in Northern Ohio | 
February 7 to 9, 2002. Stan ] 


Waterman will give a presentation | 


on Saturday night at the banquet. 
Exhibits 


numerous speakers, 


be given throughout the weekend. 


For more information, visit www. | 


aquaamigos.com. 


Beneath the Sea 


The largest consumer diving ] 
event in North America, this year | 
Beneath the Sea will be held in | 
Secaucus, NJ, the weekend of § 
March 22 to 24. There will be 300 | 
exhibitors from all corners of the § 
world, over 60 seminars by special- | 
ists and industry experts, social | 


events, workshops and much more. 
Stan Waterman, world-renowned 


videographer, will be there to host § 


the Saturday Night Film Festival. 
Also featured will be Ralph White 
and Jack and Sue Drafahl. The 


Women Divers Hall of Fame will | 


also host some events. 


For more information call (914) 664- | 
4310, e-mail: info@beneaththesea.org | 


or visit www. beneaththesea. org. 


contributor and @ 


with | 
Aggressor guests since 1989. He | 
will be making two back-to-back J 


and presentations by | 
equipment J 
manufacturers and dive centers will § 
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Paychecks ~ 
in PaFfadise, 


Live the Dream: 


Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 
program. 


Wi, 2 

800.331 4255 NO axbimintice REQUIRED 
305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 

* FAX: 305-743-8168 1%+ Prime.- 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 

E> pwaiitaliadivingscom APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 

all’ Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


00% placed 4 out of B types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all Institute programs including 





- ston pelea program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this, 


colle this information are specified by state laws and'rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 
ublic Career Education - Tallahassee, “FE, License # 94. Composite Photo: Underwater class on the Reef at the institute, 





Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 


1k BECOME A 
PAbI 


INSTRUCTOR ——_ om 


2 Ours Ro leds 


All Career Classes 
INCLUDE Meals & Room 


Back Guarantee 


EASE graduates speak out: 


e “| had a great experience at EASE and would not hesitate to 


send any of my students there.” 
—Jennifer Goff (New York) 


e “I would recommend EASE to anyone wanting a personalized and 


teamwork-based IDC.” 
— Shane Partin (Grand Cayman) 


“The course is intense, yet... each student is mentored, tutored, 
monitored and encouraged throughout the IDC.” 
—Meta Boyd (Maryland) 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC 


Vero Beach, Floride 32960 4 0 0) = 7 y = 65 6 8 5 


E-mail: EASE@deepsix. com 
WEB page: http://www.deepsix.com 


FAX 561-562-3028 
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For INTL call 561-562-8338 
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Discount airfare for groups and individuals. 


Personalized customer service from divers 
who are travel pros. 


Liveaboards and land-based resorts 
personally inspected. 

ARC/IATAN appointed, full-service agency. 

Fully bonded and insured. 

Member in good standing: DEMA, ASTA, PADI. 


Baja ¢ Loreto ¢ La Paz * Cabo Pulmo ° Socorro Islands 14859 Lago Drive * Rancho Murieta, CA 95685 
(ST#2052636-50 
Belize ¢ Lighthouse Reef * Turneffe Atoll ¢ Costa Rica 


ARS REET OP 800/659-5800 or 916/354-1942 
Utila ¢ Cayos Cochinos * Guanaja * Cozumel fax 916/354-8729 
Galapagos * Panama © Bocas del Toro email: een eek ae 


www outpostravel.com 


oes oe 


 —enaee A AR 


Seeing | is believing with... 





We offer something for eveyone with daily resort courses, 


With full service boats and friendly, knowledgeable staff. 


For more information: George Town Shop 949-5679 
Comfort Suites Shop 946-DIVE © Fax 945-5133 


800-83-DIVER © email eee wink © www.donfosters.com 


mypareaenrer connec Nomerenenanens caer 
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2 tank dives to many of Grand Caymans famous dive sites, 
Stingray City trips, full PADI certifications and other courses. 


_ WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 

| Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 

_ We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 

_ walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 

| specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 

| and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 

_ SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas 


eae Oey www. w.SmallHope. com 


ifs Advertise in 


‘inl ouide 


Please call, 
323-/82-2/760 





DON FOSTER'S 
DAVOS AUT. 























re Cac cacoananonc te teoaceccctang 


This brand new intimate 
oceanfront resort is located on 
the Northwest’ shore of 
Boatswains Bay in Grand 
Cayman - a few miles from 
Turtle Farm, north of Seven 
Mile Beach. Cobalt Coast spe- 
cializes in providing personal 
service and attention. 
Featuring 18 spacious Guest 
[2 aoe aa a Rooms, 1 & 2-bedroom Suites 
oe =A... + "eee ee & Villas, “Duppies” Restaurant 
PARTS a Pee i | & Bar, Pool & Jacuzzi. A full 
ase Soe oN ee hy ee 7 service professional Dive and 
Watersports Center with on- 
site boat dock operated by 
Divetech offers a variety of 

exciting Dive Packages. 


For Information & 
Reservations Call: 


TOLL FREE : (800) 992-2015 
Tel: (305) 670-4911 
Fax: (305) 670-4948 
ARESOAT AND SUITES 
GHAND CAYMAN CAYMAN ISLANDS E-mail: info@cobaltcoast.com 
www.cobaltcoast.com 


Now a second great location to serve you at 
_ Cobalt Coast Resort the ultimate in diving 
adventures at an intimate full service resort! 


e Shore Diving 

e Daily Boat Trips 

Scuba Training Free Diving 
SCR/CCR Rebreathers 
Scooters ® Tek Training 
Air/Nitrox/Mixed Gas 
Cobalt Coast pkgs 


Telephone: (345) 949-1700 Turtle Reef 
(345) 946-5658 Cobalt Coast 
E-mail: divetech@candw.ky 


www.divetech.com For Information and Reservations 
Toll-Free 1-800-992-2015 
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American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


NN, “Let's Get Wet’ Me : ee’ 


M an te & To urs | per: TOURS, INC.—Dive the Red Sea 


days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
irport within the US. 

eluxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 
our to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 

guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 
-888-322-3883 
romo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 

ion’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra’s Palace) 


* 


Call for vacation packages with lodging. | 
Learnto Dive | 
in 2 Days 


Includes lodging & dive certification 


i $299.” pp/dbl. occ. pet to am 
'800-291-DIVE ya" x, Bill 


— 821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 a F SOLOMON ISLANDS 
_ PADI 5-STAR STORE ex i : ghee wart apa 

E All referrals welcome os ce ue aaaeuas « ee oor: 

| www.americanprodiving.com : : 


) E-mail: ampr mericanprodiving.com 


Sara ARO Bene TEE 


Treasure Island Divers 
Grand Cayman 


Talk to our customers, and get the real 
story on Treasure Island Divers. Visit our 
“website at: www.tidivers.com and go to 
our “Talk to Our Customers” page. We stand 
on our reputation. Unlimited dive packages 
year-round, great boats, great staff-and 
giving you the best service is what we're all Toll Free (800) 872-7552 
about!PLUS, we have the only boat dock on 
7-mile Beach, SO WE GET YOU TO THE BEST 
DIVE SITES FIRST! 


Tel: (954) 351-8998 
Fax: (954) 351-9740 


Web: tidivers.com 


E-mail: tidivers@diveres.com 
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IN GRAND CAYMAN 
Smaller is Better 


ayman Islands Small Dive Operators 


( 

j Are you looking for very small dive groups with extended 
bottom times, on comfortable and fast boats, early & 
flexible departure times, choice of dive sites, free 
hotel/condo pick-ups, the very best of personalized 
service, all at the lowest of prices!! 

oy.) a & 


Paul at Dive 'N Stuff, Tel: 1-345-94-SCUBA 
Mobile: 1-345-916-2490 
e-mail: divenstuff@cayman.org 


Peter at Peter Milburn's Dive Cayman Ltd., Nick at Red Baron Charters 
Tel: 1-345-945-5770 Mobile 1-345-916-0814 Tel: 1-345-949-9116 Mobile: 1-345-916-1293 
e-mail: pmilburn@candw.ky e-mail: julinnick@candw.ky 


Skin Diver 


travel guide 


Travel Guide is a quick and easy way to maximize 
your advertising dollar. With this special section 
exclusively featuring resorts and live-aboards, dive 
travelers have a clear and convenient guide to their 
vacation needs. 


For a high-impact, high-value opportunity to 


reach lucrative travel buyers, contact 


323.782.2760 


to advertise in Skin Diver's Travel Guide now. 
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DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS DIVER S‘° 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www. skin- diver. con 


Rates $718 for 6 months or $1110 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 

WIEeW ofa] ele-lamelmiaicsiaar-lare)ar-]maatealy’a ame Mn emielaceh em Unt Melm Ut hiccker- nem (qa 2 0) 010 B 
Contact: Vivian Williams, E-mail: williamv@emapusa.com or call: (O28) 782- 2778 or 1X: IF Scat) 782-2121. 
ee ee ee ) 
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ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 


Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 
info@adventureexpress.com | www.adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES from $695 3 nights/2 days in cages near 
Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs available. 
dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 


WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 

Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-7321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 


Vv 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 
Dockyard, Box 184, St. lohn’s Antiqua. www.dockyard-divers.com 


Vv 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA _info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 


$150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. www.redsail.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris. Fax:(617)4051-9955 _prodive@intemetnorth.com 
SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 
www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/ 3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Takall. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 

takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 


Vv 
EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 

Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 


(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; |©www.smallhope.com 


wskin-diverc 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 

Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports. _dive@valentinesdive.com —_ www.valentinesdive.com 


Vv 
DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 

prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542; Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.1. 

x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/888- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 


NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 


Vv 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 

Come join the experience of family and friends that has returned again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; 








www.bluemarlinilodge.com 


HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 


Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
THEINN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2-tank dives 
to reef. Instr. all-indusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom. fine dining, adv galore 
info@robertsgrove.com. __ (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www. scubabelize.com 
BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. 
Discount airfare. Free color catalog. 
www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southem most atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 

(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 
RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, 
marina, 2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available 
tdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 

(501) 21-2121; _ USFax: (941) 488-3953; | www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. www. tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 
a beautiful 12-acre private island. 














www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www. ietravel.com 
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BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages 
available for every budget! 

info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com — www.habourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & divina. www.happyvholidayhomes.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N. A.; 











_www.touchthesea.com. 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
Aworld renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com __www.beyc.com 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 





divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 


Trimaran. (284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 


Vv 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CaymanBrac (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 

2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 

dive, air, carpkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; — www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beauti- 
ful sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky www.caribsands.com 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 


























CAYMAN BREAKERS, CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. 
Pool shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available 
email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 
CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLECAYMAN = (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. 
DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345) 945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn 
Resorts-Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value- 
priced dive pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER Il & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 
experience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 
OCEAN FRONTIERS - EASTEND-GRAND CAYMAN (800) 544-6576 
Cayman's #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.htm| 
ON THE BAY CONDOS (888) 868-6827 
Located on private North Coast, brand new luxurious 2-3 
bdrm, oceanfront condos. Private lagoon/pool/fully 
equipped kitchens/Jacuzzi tubs. _ www.onthebayresort.com 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & 1- 
tank dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive 
& watersport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLECAYMAN (800) 899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 
best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 
THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 
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EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 
COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwa- 
ter frontiers...Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 


info@adventureexprescom _ www.adventureexpress.com 


WCUBA 
SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land 


based and liveaboard. All programs conform to government 
regulations. email: info@scubacan.com www.scubacan.com 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.0o-markt.de/scubafun 

TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 


of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 
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BEQA DIVERS www.begadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Bega Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU/MANTANA RESORT (800) 525-3833 

FIjlS BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, 
& a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call 
Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 

NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 

Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.fi 





Wwww.naia.com.fj 


WGALAPAGOS 

AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI 
courses and referrals. (945) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount 
airfares, & Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & 
Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 
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MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, Hl 96753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
robinson@maui.net Visit our website: www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
introsphoto/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 

dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 

SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com www.kauaiscubadiving.com 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat 


dives. 424 Nahua St. Hon., HI196815_www.waikikidiving.com 


LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, 1 night dive and more $440 p/p 














www.lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 


CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per 
person DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing 
avail. www. bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, 4 STAR HOTEL 
PADI Resort. Best dive sites of Roatan at your doorstep! 7 
nights incl. 3 dives daily, room & 3 nice meals per day $520 pp 
Tel/Fax (011)504 455 5407 www.roatanyachtclub.com 
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DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive 0062-361-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS = (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea II): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. June through December 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
KARARU DIVE VOYAGES WWW.KARARU.COM (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join 
us in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 
KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 
info@adventureexpress.com _www.adventureexpreess.com_ 
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JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 


webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 


WYVMALDIVES 


#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI .. . Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 

M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of 
fish, great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 


Fax: 
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VMEXI 
VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 
PADI 5x, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi dive dis- 


counts, good viz, abundant sealife. Fax: 01152 32971252 
info@vallarta-adventures.com 
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BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 


www. vallarta-adventures.com 
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DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS DIVER S‘° 


overseas divers’ 
directory 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 
Air/land packages. ____www.outpostravel.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours in Baja. 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com . ia 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 

best service. 
(521) 122-7423 


V 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubbie.com 
COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive * Snorkel * Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. _ dive@divetropical.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 
dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
-www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ‘98 ~— (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
10 min. walk to beach/town. = = =www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 


Dive &eep rental pkgs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 














www.scubaja.com 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet 
of Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 
info@ adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


Vv 


OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 
Experienced, personalized service. 

















www.outpostravel.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5,7 0r 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
BOMATU DIVING COMPANY www.bomatu.com 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 
small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & SERICA. 
PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 


Vv 


AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5x diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. _info@aqua-sport.com 
GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp.  dive@divetropical.com —_ www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 
Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 


Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


Vv 


SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 











comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 
www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


Vv 


DIVE SAFARIS .(599) 5429-001; Fax: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
Wwww.diveguideint.com/divesafaris; www.thescubashop.net 
OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 
divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 


v 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER’ LIVEABOARD (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. info@fantasea. 
net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; www.ocean-rover.com 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcdivers.com 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: USA REP. (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. 
16 paxs in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 
E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com : www.dive-aquasports.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 

Fax: (667) 628-4033; info@diveasia.com; | www.diveasia.com 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net_ www.phuketdive.net 


Vv 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 info@sailtao.com = www.sailtao.com 




















SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 

Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 
Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise 


Vv 


INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C-max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
Galapagos air/land packages available. 


www.seasaba.com 





divd@adventureexpress.com — www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 








Vv 
CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net_ _ www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net _www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. _ 





www.divelowkey.com 














Banded Jawfish 


BY NED AND ANNA DELOACH WITH PAUL HUMANN 





ALTHOUGH BANDED JAWFISH ARE RATHER COMMON 
residents of the Caribbean, the 6- to 8-inch burrow builders 
require a bit of savvy to find. Small colonies of from 3 to 11 
individuals live together on rocky sand flats, where they spend 
much of the day resting in the entryways of their rock-lined 
burrows. With only their camouflaged heads exposed, and sit- 
ting motionless, they blend like ghosts with the bottom. 

Like all sand-flat residents, jawfish are 
wary. If approached rapidly, they slide 
inside their burrows and remain hidden for 
some time. However, a slow, low-profile 
approach will usually allow you to get to 
within 4 or 5 feet without sending your 
quarry underground. If you remain still 
for a while, the fish might even venture out 
and busy themselves spitting sand and rearranging rocks. 

Within colonies, mating groups, consisting of a male and 
one or two females, live close together. The males, slightly 
larger than females, incubate two to four clutches of eggs 
inside their mouths each month from spring to early sum- 
mer. Even though eggs might be present at any time, peak 
brooding periods begin after full moons. The eggs are held 
for five days before hatching as yolk-sac larvae. 


The males...incubate 
two to four clutches of 


eggs inside their mouths 






SGI LNNOIN 


— aft ; 
"me 


a “ nn 
ag FIND THEM 


Found on sand flats 
in 3 to 40 feet of 


water in Florida, the 
Bahamas and 


The approximate age of the 
clutches can be estimated by their 
color. Fresh clutches, heavy with 
yolk, are yellowish orange. On days 
two and three the eggs acquire a 
greenish hue, and finally, on day four they turn silver, as eye 
pigments, which are clearly visible through the transparent 
casings, begin to develop. At intervals 
throughout the incubation period, males 
partially spit the egg masses out and 
quickly suck them back in, a behavior 
known as churning. The rapid action 
removes waste, aerates the eggs, and allows 
the embryos to mix so all will have a 
chance to develop equally. 

When finally ready, the tiny larvae, still inside their par- 
ents’ mouths, wrestle free from the casings just before sun- 
rise and drift off with the currents. Those few specks of life 
that survive their 18-day odyssey as plankton in open sea set- 
tle back to the sea floor. The tiny juveniles, less than an inch 
in length, immediately build miniature burrows, and for a 
brief period feed on drifting plankton before changing to an 
adult diet of bottom-dwelling invertebrates. 


Caribbean. 
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“Gheck out these great gift items for you, the diving enthusiast, and your 


narineJoving friends. 
~~ 


Aqua Angel 
Unique On-Line 
feeb del (ele 


Specializing in 
Nautical Jewelry 
& other products 
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ChronoServ/ 


ig 3 Watches | 


, Chronosport’s 
Licensed 
Repair Center 


Sales of the [ff 

HO Swiss |p 

Dive Watches [ff 
203-899-1983 | 

+] Regular Canadian Delivery $10.00 - Other Countries $45.00. 


fa NJ Res Add 6% sales tax. Orders paid by check held 10 days. 
www. heowatches.com (pf 


_ The ONLY mouthpiece : THE Derpest Pro 


chroanaserve snet.net 


= guaranteed to fit you 
PERFECTLY! 


Created by an aynenannee 


Molds to fit your 
‘ mouth, teeth & gums; 
eliminates jaw fatigue 
& headaches! 


Available at your local 
dive store. 


CUSTOM MOUTHPIECE 
SeaCURE, Inc. 


TREASURE JEWELR 


Own a 
Piece of 
History! 








Beautiful treasure jewelry cast from 
the Pure Silver Bars of the 
1622 Spanish Galleon 
Nuestra Senora De Atocha! 


E Silver with 14KT Gold Overlay. Shown actual 


size. Certificate of Authenticity Included. 
Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee. 


1-800-621-2440 


Resort Graphics, Inc. 


447 Carson Ave., Atlantic City NJ 08401 
Phone 609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 
e-mail: treasurejewelry @ aol.com 
VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC CREDIT CARDS 
Add $6.00 S&H. 14 Day (US) Delivery. 

2-4 Day (US) Rush $10.00 





CALL FOR FREE TREASURE CATALOG 


DIVE WatTCcH 
IN THE Worip! 


Stainless 
Steel 


Composite 
Rubber 


The “Oil-Filled” Diver 
By sdw 


Rated to 12,000m/39,600ft for 
extreme watersports! 


M. BOZORG 
mbny@webtv.net 
646-602-1865 ~ 9-5 p.m. e.s.t. 
888-800-9377 
Contact: Michel or Enzo 


swe tS 
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or Wer =200.... 


« Pre-dive leakage indicator 
[GOALI system] that removes the 
worry of flooding forever 

e External on/off switch 

« Ergonomic design with 
optimized shutter release 27=:) 

e Accepts strobe assemblies a 

e Accepts add-on lenses © 

Removable land camera to record 
all your topside memories 

e Digital display frame count & 
battéry status indicator 

$0 WertSized viewfinder for easy use. 


sede gy EB 


GED jE Wf 


Dramatic style with point 
and shoot simplicity - all to make 
your life underwater easier 
PVN and MOre EWM. 
cap! q | 
‘ 
of - 


it 


vary (800): 230 6463 : 
vrww. bonicadive.com/ yrilitant/ 
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“HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK : Reader Advertiser Page Reader Advertiser Page < 
At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news ™ Service Number Service Number 
| _.& and information from our advertisers No. NO 
__ 4 instantly—and it’s FREE. Skin Diver Link a 
_e ze Aue i tan so aia directly, . COOPERATIVE ADVERTISERS 155 PETER HUGHES DIVING .. Cover 3 
eae f en it sends back their information via e- 
PE mail, it’s that easy! 167-3) BEWIZE 28 tier er nie 71 = BEAZA: RESORT BONAIRE ......2., sae > | 
=. © To access the Skin Diver Link system, a PU an BL: ve ae See la “HT CLUB. te ; 
¥ simply go to 87 COZUMER Seis Al VE & YACHT CLUB ..70 ; 
" 56 SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES .... 77 
‘ 102 GURAGAGE Hes nvinte 29 a 
=~ i) www.skin-diver.com 92 BOUMBR ett oe es 38 
W@ and click the Skin Diver Link button = =, ml 2.01.1) al al . NG xis a 
on the top right corner of the screen. gg} 78 OCEAN CORP...........065 .. 68 158 ULTIMATE DIVE TRAVEL... 79 0 I 
ae To receive instant info: } | >i 62 PADD is eit eatin ay 86 INEXSOtaics 39 a | 
| 2m 1) Enter your contact information. § : 86 WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ...... < 
| > al 2) Select an advertiser. _____ SCUBA EQUIPMENT IND VSNEROD UK 39 
| i ¥ econ 
m3) Click the SUBMIT INFO - (9B AQUACONORRL ee ry XANADU UNDERSEA ........+++ i | 
: | REQUEST button. — § 5sO DACORAG ak 14 ADVENTURES. .....sssseesseeesseeoees 39 | | 
| ie If you don’t have web access, 52 MAX JAIR: Sxsc oe enenet 40 saad | 
ak Bs just call toll free (888) 353-3483, ask jg 89 OCEANIGE A, Gan gene 6-7 TRAVEL GUIDE 2 | | 
| for Skin Diver Link and a friendly 3 73 BUSA te cil ae.com 17 139 BILIKIK] CRUISES . «4 
operator will assist you. Thanks! | 141 XO) AY0)/\e] Se 84 Tl 
2 at a 53s ae ee ee Ea GORPUVGGAST abies cessesceha 83 
ii, so 4 bs eas . x. esos 72 [a foe ees eo Sie ew} 15 65 DIVE STWRF 20ers. 8S ‘° 
| 1. ee eee , 109 JW FISHERS ....c.ccc0ces00e. 78 66 DON FOSTER’S DIVE | 
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fs Cency a aoe 140 OUTPOST TRAVEL. vssessees 82 
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Vv DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


V DIVE EQUIPMENT 
ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 
APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 


DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 


DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 
e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 


PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 


SUUNTO 
http://www.suuntofi.com 
e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 


http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


V GUIDES/PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 

e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 


http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


Vv MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 


92 www.skin-diver.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see your listing on the 
web: www.skin-diver.com (see Services, Directories, Internet). 
For more info call Vivian at (323) 782-2778 « 12 issues: $477 


RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS& 
SALES 
gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


Vv PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 
http:/Awww.armatos.com 
e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


BERGER BROS. 


‘http://www.berger-bros.com 


e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 


CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 


e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 
LERIES http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 

e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 
http:/Avww.pioneer-research.com/Sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http:/Avww.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


Vv TECHNICAL 
DIVE INC. 
http:/Avww.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


Vv TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


V TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.hallsdiving.com 

e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 

e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Vv TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 
ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 


AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensiand.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 

e-mail: kkclark@ies. net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 
http://www.biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://Awww.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www.bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 

BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www. brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky/. 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 
e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 


FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 

http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://Awww.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 


GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 


| e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 


HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 


| e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 


INDIES SUITESANDIES DIVER 


| e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 


ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www. islandream.com 


| e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FlJI ISLAND 


RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 
e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 


LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www.lajollacove.com 


: @-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 


LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 
e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 


LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 


/ @-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 


: @-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 


PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 

PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 

e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 

e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 


http://www.redsail.com 
e-mail: info@redsail.com 


REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www. reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@ao!.com 


RIDING ROCK INN 
e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 
e-mail: rupel@btl.net 


SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 


SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 
SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 
SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 











SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 
e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 
e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 


STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 
e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 


ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 
e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 


SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 
e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 


TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 


TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 
e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 


TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 


UNEXSO 
http://www.unexso.com 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


Vv TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 
e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 


CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 
e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
DIVE TOURS 


http://Awww.divetours.org 
e-mail: info@divetours.org 


LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
hittp:/Avww.landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www.reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 
e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
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“I recently had the 
opportunity to dive with 
an Aquacolor® mask in 
Bonaire and found the results to 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 





SKIN DIVER 
AUG 2001 
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: 
Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and | 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically | 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 


Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 







Stato 





Aquacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter over right 
eye for SLR photography. | 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame | 
PV Purge Valve for all models 


Order online today 
www.aquacolor.com 


Entire Aquacolor® story; Model of the Month; How to Order 
or call 1-800-298-0160 


Become a PADI instructor Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 


Palm Bch. ,FL Atlanta, GA 


“Pap | 877-348-3972 770-939-348 TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) 


Free Job Placement! 


World’s Largest Diving Dealer 


Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order center 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vendofs 


Exclusivley from Divers Supply 


Quality Gear 


nstore or Mail-Order 


ree Color Catalog or Visit our Web Site 
-999-DIVE (3483) or www.divers-supply.com 


ave Te es our Coupon below 


| Retail Locations: 
800-999-3483 
770-419-1976 
770-939-3483 
Charlotte, N.C............. 704-525-0045 
Jacksonville, FL 904-646-3828 
Oo Gainesville, FL 352-332-4141 
#] 813-885-1717 
561-848-1883 
Coupon Code:SD0601 Florida City, FL...........305-247-3483 


Available: Visit our Web Site: 
Online, in Store or by Phone www.divers-supply.com 


as atest Diving Dealer 


SO SERNS 


a : Call 800-999-DIVE(3483) 
4 To place your order today. 


il oo a ian nada eal 


iit a nl lial 


























BASEBALL CAPS 


BACKPACK 


Srur 
the hottest 
qlaive apparel! 


e Skin Diver Backpack 
¢ Long/Short Sleeve Team 
Skin Diver Shirts _ 
° Flexfit Baseball Caps with 
either Skin Diver logo or our 
“Se exclusive 50th anniversary 
BOARD SHORTS logo a. ok 
e The ultimate in Board Shorts 
for him/her : ca 


* Available in various colors 

















CALL NOW OR VISIT OUR > 





50th ANNIVIVERSARY 


BASEBALL CAPS 





SHORT SLEEVE 50th ANNIV. SHIRT 





LONG SLEEVE TEAM 
~-SKINDIVERSHIRT __ 


‘WEBSITE TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 
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At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here's how it works. Find any 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we will 
beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 
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1-800-637-6880 
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DIEIOJIYICLU JA UIYS 


There’s more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA LIGHT & MOTION GATES BAJA SEA & SEA 
NX100 PRO TETRA HOUSING Mat 


Especially designed for Great point & shoot 
Sony PC110 or PC 100 camera, shown with the 
Camcorders. Available with YS-40A strobe. Accessory 

LCD screen open or closed. lenses available. 


Designed for the Nikon F100 Accommodates the Olympus 
SLR camera. Operational up | C-2020, C-2040, C-3000, C- 
to 250 feet. Housings also 3030 and 
available for Nikon F5, Nikon C-3040 Zoom 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. digital cameras. 


LIGHT & MOTION AMPHIBICO DIVE 
MAKO PC-110 BUDDY 


o' : 


AMPHIBICO 
VH2000 


Especially designed for Sony 
PC100 or PC110 Camcorders. Hi-8, Digital 8 & Mini 
Operational to 330 feet. DV Camcorders. Electronic 
Infrared controls. controls. 


Available for most Sony Point & Shoot simplicity. 
Operational up to 160 feet. 
Strobe & accessory 


lenses available. 


Designed for Sony 3 Chip 
VX2000 Camera. 
Electronic controls. 
Lighting & 
monitor available. 


We have the largest selection of 
underwater cameras, housings and 
accessories on the East Coast! 


N & SONY DEALER 
www. Berger-Bros.com AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER 


209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES 


Central Skin Divers 


Before you buy or upgrade your equipment 
call a PADI Five Star Dive Center for 
Guaranteed Lowest Price Quotes 
with Full Factory Warranty! 
on Mares, Oceanic, Dacor, ScubaPro, 
SeaQuest, Aqua-Lung, Zeagle, Aeris, etc. 
Talk to a Certified Diver at a Factory Authorized 
PADI Five Star Dive Center before you buy your 
zeagle Ranger BC; Suunto Cobra; 


Henderson Gold Wetsuit; SeaQuest Diva LX; 
ScubaPro Twin Jet Fins; Mares Abyss; etc. 


call toi-Free: 1- 800-353 - SCUBA 


www.centralskindivers.com 
Visit Central’s PADI Five Star Dive Centers in New York City: 
210 West 72nd Street — 1312 First Avenue 


Skin Diver 


dive right in 


* We Stock Everything 

+ 24 hr. Ship Guarantee 
* Best Prices 
* Excellent Serivee 


Cases 
M | 


Less.com 


idol (el faa Orakiom Dikyaa|e)eice)a 


October 2001 

Dive Atlas of the WORLD « BONUS Southern Diver Inside ¢ 6 Little Dive 
Lights with a Big Punch « The Glamorous Life...Become 

an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid » Western Shores of the Americas - 
Cocos, Socorros and Galapagos « Bathed In Civilization - diving 

the BVI's * Hawaii 7-0 * Far & Away In Fiji. 


September 2001 

New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth!; 8 Must-Have Dive Computers; The 
Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure - Our 

Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 - 
Visiting the Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 


August 2001 

Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the Pacific - 
Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more; Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A 
Pro - Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; 
WYLAND'S NEW COLUMN! Biue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 
PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 

The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST AWAY - in 
the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE WALL 
SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; THE 
OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a 

Sweet Spot in the Florida Keys: Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND 
Pacific Dive Guide!, 


May 2001 

BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, Manatees, 
Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED BY THE 
VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat Photo, 
Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 


April 2001 

Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!: Temples Above and Below - The 
Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater 

Dreamscape - The Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on 
Bonaire; BONUS: SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 


March 2001 

THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - Bahamas, 
Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cuba!; EXCLUSIVE! 
David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling Techniques. 


February 2001 

Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, Belize 

FREE Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start shooting! video gear primer: 
discovering the glory of galapagos: inside the art and mind 

of wyland; a pictorial dive guide of the cayman islands. 


January 2001 

50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collector’s edition 2001; PLUS: Complete 
Reproduction of Skin Diver’s First Issue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On The 
Pulse Of Diving For 50 Years; Jim Church - From Flashbulbs To Digital; 
Nick [corn on the history of Dive Gear: Famous Alumni: Bonnie J. Cardone 
on the evolution of Dive Travel; The “Last Pinup” - Meeting Bettie Page. 


December 2000 

Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The Cayman Islands: around the 
world with steve - A Three-Year Diving Odyssey; holiday gear 

guide - Cool Dive Stuff; diving the war torn pacific; Tek: Stop 
Decompression Boredom; Photography: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; Side- 
Gilled Sea Slug; Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice 
Diving 101. 


Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4199 each 


Plus Shipping Charges: 
US...$2 each, 3+mags...$1 each 
anada...$3 each Foreign - Call for price 


Same Day Order Processing! 


For Back Issues Only: 


800-429-0106 
863-683-8807 


Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 


Formerly DG Reader Service 


P.O. Box 1668, Lakeland, FL 33802- 

























1-800-637-6880 | 42 West 18th Street 
=. eee | New York, NY 10011 
HOURS; SUNDAY 10-5 
* MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6:30pm 
© FRIDAY 9-12:45 
— s—sSO S : : | PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 8:00 PM 
THE DIVER’S EMPORIUM iwww.leisurepro.com pe 


4 : MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:30 - 4:30 
E jin sales@leisurepro.c com _ CLOSED SUNDAY & FRIDAY 
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seven 


September 


© Monday the 17th will be closing at 1:00pm 

® Tuesday the 18th & Wednesday the 19th Closed 
© Wednesday 26th Closing 12:00pm 

© Thursday 27th Closed 


October 


@ Monday the Ith will be closing at 1:00pm 
® Tuesday 2th through Wednesday 10th Closed 












CALL US AT 
(800) 637-6880 
for Our 
Holiday Specials 


4 You can always place your orders on our r web site at 


¢ www.leisurepro.com 
© and your orders will be processed & shipped, when we open 
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Big [sland 
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Presents 


April 2/7-May 4, 2002 “Wiig BNL, 


Sponsored by s Dive 
WvUN scopy G.eowaH 


Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, 
Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and more 
Call today 


for your special 
Special Manta Ray Night Dives hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


866.566.2278 
(866KonaArt) 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@BigIsle.net 
Guest appearance from Wyland 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) 


www.skin-diver.com 
Art Contest (with local Schools) 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


VIP and Sponsored events and Receptions 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, 
Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, 
Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
Kodak, Oceanic,Royal Kona Resort 

and Kona Village Resort 
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www.divegoddess.com 


Dynamite Skins! « Uniquely HOT! 


How to look HOT even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 


Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com ¢ E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 


Quality Dive 
Sportswear & more 


with a touch of Class! 


Shop online at 


no-splash.com 


» Hang ALL of your scuba gear from the bag onto the ~ 
| Rinse Master Pro and have rinsed inside & out gear | 


£ the BCD bladder! 
That's less time than it takes to fill up a tub! 
Has built in SPRAYERS / HANGERS for ALL your scuba gear! 
Works INSIDE or OUTSIDE home, apartment, hotel, ship, etc.! 
All gear is rinsed properly, no more anti-stink products to buy! 
Scuba gear DRIES guickly, eliminating mold and mildew! 
Stores scuba gear together, eliminating clutter & forgetfulness! 4§| 
Lightweight & Portable, fits in a gear bag to go / store anywhere! 
A One Step Process in gear hanging, rinsing, drying, & storing! #% 
Flushes the BCD Bladder for you without holding or shaking! * 
Best of all... it's really fun & easy to use! PATENT PENDING | 


2 My Scuba Buddy, Inc, 3657 Miramontes Cir, Wellington, FL 33414 i; 
Toll Free &77-99-BUDDY or online at: www. MyScub aBud dy. hag 





ARMATO’S 


1-800-520-5012 


YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RESOURCE 


Allows the LCD 


screen fo be 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 


For the Sony DCR PC 110 
Low Package Price with Camera 


For Sony PC-110 
works with screen 


Low Package P Price For 
Housing and Camera 


Price With 


| H d ae Son 
ce DCRIRV 
Fall Today! fi 130 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 
Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 < 
closed Sat & Sun 


http://www.armatos.com 
E-mail: ES PERSEN Abccanacciis 
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DIGITAL a 
HOT Macro \. Wart 


Dive Center, Lne. 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
| aoa ead ” 70-180 Macro Zoom 1 0 DIVES FOR 


Nexus www.UsaNexus.com _ For your Dealers $ 95 


2020 + 2030 * 3030 * 3040 * 4040 : . 

Accessories: Strobes, Lenses, = .4 } Why pay more for dive gear? 

Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable Be. = | Call us first! 

Digital Album for all media. SS os alae Quel: Uncrowded Unique 
. oS Silent World caters to all 


levels of divers, running small, 


Tape fr i “" personalized charters. We even 
USA Nexus the Distributor a * — offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 


Factory Service Center ' 400 wide | Marine Sanctuary for your 
858-455-0873 ee ee non-diving family and friends. 
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Accéssovies safe 2nd & power inflator 
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DIVERS WITH HIGH BLOOD 
pressure may wonder if their blood 
pressure medication is safe to take 
when diving. The development of 
drugs to lower blood pressure is 
one of the major public health ad- 
vances of the last century. We know 
that lowering blood pressure re- 
duces the risk of serious complications from hypertension. 
If you are a diver with hypertension, you should be taking 
blood pressure medication, and you should continue to 
take the medication when on a diving trip. Blood pressure 





Diving and Blood 
Pressure Medications 


medications are generally safe to take when diving, but 
some precautions should be followed. Taking several 
blood pressure medications at the same time may lower 
your blood pressure too much. If you take all your medica- 


Divers with high blood pressure can 
enjoy exhilarating dives like this one 
with proper precaution and medication. 





tion an hour before diving, you might experience dizzi- 
ness from low blood pressure when getting up from a sit- 
ting or stooping position on the dive boat. The solution is 
to spread the medications out, don’t take all of them at 
once, and take them early enough so that the peak effect 
does not occur when you are diving. Although there are no 
serious problems with blood pressure medications and 
diving, a few possible concerns should be noted. 

Beta Blockers block the effects of adrenaline on the 
heart. In high doses, they can reduce exercise capacity. The 
usual blood pressure dose will not affect your ability to dive, 
but they can cause constriction of blood vessels in the hands 
and feet. Some divers taking these medications 
notice cold hands and feet when diving. This is 
not a severe problem, but is often noticeable 
and occasionally uncomfortable. 

Diuretics lower blood pressure by reducing 
the amount of salt and fluid in the body. They 
are usually well tolerated, but can aggravate 
fluid loss in hot weather. If you are sweating or become de- 
hydrated, it is best to avoid taking the diuretic until you re- 
turn toa more temperate environment. Hot weather and ex- 
ercise cause a loss of salt and water from the body that is 
equivalent to the effect of a diuretic. 

Calcium Channel Blockers 
lower blood pressure by relaxing 
blood vessels. They also relax the 
muscle in the esophagus and stom- 
ach, allowing food to reflux back into 
the esophagus and cause heartburn 
that is aggravated by diving because 
there is no gravity effect on the stom- 
ach. You can avoid heartburn when 
diving by avoiding large meals be- 
forehand, and by taking these medi- 
cations early so their peak effects 
don’t occur when you are diving. 

If you have a blood pressure measur- 


ing device, bring it on your trip. If your 
pressure is low, avoid the medications 
for a day and recheck your pressure. 
Medication is often needed to main- 
tain good health when you have high 
blood pressure. The medications for 
high blood pressure cause little prob- 
lem with diving and should be contin- 
ued when on a diving trip. If necessary, 
modify the medication’s schedule to fit 
your diving schedule. ** 


You can find more on diving medicine at 
www.scubamed.com. 


G’'Hd ‘““Q'W ‘3A0g Gaug Ag 









If you are a diver with hyper- 
tension, you should be taking 
blood pressure medication... 
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Team Skin Diver—Redesigning an Icon 
WHILE THE WORD “TEAM” IS BANDIED ABOUT A LOT IN 
business, it usually gets lost in translation somewhere 
when credit is given (or accepted) for success. But in rare 
corners of the world, the term truly applies, and at Skin 
Diver it applies to the highest degree. 

When Al Hornsby was brought aboard as Editorial Die) in 
1998 to redesign the magazine, he studied the marketplace and 
readership, then consulted heavily with the editorial, art and sales 
staff of the magazine. Every idea was weighed with the same 
merit, whether it came from the copy editor or the publisher. Al 
had noticed early on the passion each member of the staff felt 
not only for diving, but also for the product and for each other. 

When the new design was launched in November 1998, the 
pride was palpable. The magazine was filled with what divers 
wanted—incredible images, writing that reflected the thrill, 
lifestyle and adventure of dive travel, the latest gear, environ- 
‘mental issues, photo tips and more. The bar had been raised, 
and the staff strives to raise it higher with each issue. 

This mindset has led to some true milestones in dive pub- 
lishing. During one editorial meeting, the idea of an issue ded- 


icated entirely to photography came up. It had never been — 


done, and the risks were significant: Would the readers like it? 
Would advertisers support it? Would any be sold off the news- 
stand? The staff decided to accept the risks and even upped 
the ante by making the issue oversized. The rest is history. 
When the July 2000 Photo Annual hit the street, it was called 
the single greatest dive magazine ever published. 

The next step in Shin Diver's evolution has come to be 
called, simply, “the DAN deal.” In short, Skin Diver joined 


Al Hornsby, Group Publisher: A well-respected, 30- 
year veteran of the dive industry (as one of the principals 
at PADI for 20 years and President of DEMA), Al spear- 
headed the redesign and continues to hone and oversee Skin 
Diver’s growth from the top seat. A world-class underwater 
photographer in his own right, he has also been a contribu- 
tor to Skin Diver since the late 1970s. 


Guy Miller, Publisher: Guy, a 20-year dive professional, 


: operated a high-profile dive operation in the Florida Keys 
for eight years, worked as Regional and National Sales 


Manager then Director of Sales for Scubapro, where he won — 
awards for his leadership and team-building. His unflagging — 
energy and belief in Skin Diver’s new look and feel is leg- 
endary. Guy holds instructor levels with every major certifi- 


cation agency and a 100-ton Master Captain’s license. 


Ty Sawyer Editor: After seven years in the magazine’s — 
trenches, ‘Ty took over the day-to-day editorial operation of _ 


Skin Diver as Senior Editor in December 1998, then was 
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forces with the Diver’s 

Alert Network, which meant 

that not only would Skin Diver 

begin providing significant 

assistance to DAN’s safety 

efforts, but the 150,000 plus DAN member- 
ship—the most active divers in_ the 
market—became Skin Diver subscribers. To 


_ kick-start the relationship, the staff created 


Skin Diver's 50th Anniversary Issue as the 
first one that would be sent to the DAN 
members. Once again, the staff entered new 
territory. The January 2001 issue included a 
reproduction of the very first Skin Diver, and covered 50 years 
of diving history with stunning photos and stories from the 
magazine’s archives. It became an instant collector’s item. 
In between each of these special issues, other editorial 


improvements were being made, too, such as the use of large 


editorial wells (consecutive features without advertisements) 
and photo essays. But, most importantly, old subscribers 
were returning to the magazine in droves. The most fre- 
quently received e-mail eee “T had let my subscription 
lapse until [ saw a recent issue....” It was the highest praise 
the Skin Diver team could receive. As the magazine heads 
into its next 50 years, the Skin Dost team will continue to 
define the way the world looks at diving. 


named Editor in April 2001. An avid diver since 1983, he 
has explored the underwater world from the Red Sea to the 
Caribbean to Australia and much of the diving in between. 
_ Ty cut his teeth in publishing as a writer and was first 
published at age 12. A poet of note, he has been listed in 
~Who’s Who and won numerous awards for his writing. 


Michelle Danner, Managing Editor: There is only 
one reason the magazine actually makes it to press each 
month: Michelle. She manages all aspects of Skin Diver’s 
production from placement of ads and editorial to press 
concerns. She has won a Folio magazine award for excel- 


lence in publishing. 


Kimberly Richey, Art Director: Kimberly, an 8-year 
design pro, is Skin Diver’s house magician. She molds the 


staff’s rough and ragged ideas into the gems you see before 
you each month. Kimberly and her team have produced 


such groundbreaking designs as the 50th Anniversary Issue 
and the July 2001 Photo Annual. | 
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Daryl Carson, Features Editor: Formerly the Editor of 
ScubaTimes and DeepTech fournal, Daryl joined Skin Diver 
when its parent company purchased those titles. His eye for 
story, innate sense of humor and in-depth knowledge of 
scuba diving and equipment made an immediate impact on 
Skin Diver. In addition, Daryl serves as Editor of Skin 
Diver’s business-to-business journal, Dive Report, and is 
Editor of Skin Diver Online. 


Issues don’t just happen. They are born of the hard work 
and dedication of a team of co-workers. There is also an 
energetic cadre of workers that perform behind the scenes. 
You don’t become the world’s best read dive publication 
without the dedication, passion and enthusiasm of Assistant 
Editor Tiffany Carey (perhaps the most organized person 
alive), Copy Editor Ryan Allen (the valedictorian of the 
staff) and Editorial Assistant/Copywriter Kyle Foster 
(one of the most well-traveled and well-dived members of 
the Skin Diver crew). 

And the great work of the art staff, Associate Art 
Director Bernice Guevarra and Art Designer Jayde 
Ashlin, turns all the disparate parts of words, images 
and adventure into an article that readers will respond to. 

The sales staff, led by Guy Miller, are all alchemists in their 
own right, and each one possesses the Midas touch. (Listed 
here with some of their major accounts.) National Advertising 
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Director Kim Walmer-Sussman, (Aruba, 
Bonaire, Curacao, PADI) is the touchstone for Skin 
Diver's marketing reps who include: Kathy Knoll 
(Bay Islands, Hawaii, Body Glove); Neal Sanders 
(Cayman Islands, Aggressor Fleet, Ikelite); Lance Fahrney 
(Dominican Republic, Peter Hughes Diving); Lori 
Lachnicht (Bahamas, Puerto Rico); Lee Ann Zehnder- 
Wade (Micronesia, Malaysia, Belize); Vivian Williams 
(many manufacturers and new clients); David Wilkinson 
(Florida, Cozumel, Draeger); and Heidi Douglas 
(Directory Sales). This group will be quick to point out that 
they can’t do their jobs without the support of sales assistants 
Jason Bukolt and Salomeh Semsar. Trying to sneak a 
detail past them is like trying to sneak chum past a hungry 
shark. Also supporting the sales team are Advertising Art 
Director Gail Hodge, whose work elevates the advertising to 
art, and Ad Coordinator Adam Greene, who dives so fre- 
quently that a permanent set of wet footprints leads to his 
office. Finally, there is the Assistant to the Publishers Tracey 
Ordway, who manages to hold together the busy lives of Al 
and Guy with deceptive ease. 

And certainly Field Editor Marty Snyderman and 
Environmental Editor Jean-Michel Cousteau lead the 
pack of “Who’s Who” contributing editors whose work 
provides the backbone of each and every issue. These 
include Dive Med columnist Dr. Fred Bove, Totally Tek’s 
Karl Shreeves, Newt Frontier’s Dr. Phil Nuytten, 
Encounters’ Denise Nielsen Tackett and Larry ‘Tackett 
(Pacific marine life) and Ned and Anna DeLoach and Paul 
Humann (Caribbean marine life), Wreckfacts’ Ellsworth 
Boyd, Blue Adventures for Kids’ Wyland and renowned 
photo pro, Norbert Wu. 
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It’s standard procedure for cave 
divers to run a nylon line from the 
entrance of the cave so they can find 
their way back out, since dropping 
bread crumbs doesn’t work particu- 
larly well in this scenario. The cave 
entrance was about 4 feet high and 
20 feet wide. The passage dropped 
at about a 45-degree angle to around 
a 70-foot depth, where the cave 
opened up to a room about 6 feet 
high and 25 feet wide. 

The cave’s height varied from 


1 


A WHILE AGO, MY DIVING BUDDY AND I CAME ACROSS AN 


apparently unexplored underwater cave just off the east coast 


) , Me of Belize. The cave is near the border of Mexico and Belize, 


1 
4 


: \ 


ty about the same. Steve, my 
buddy, was not more than a body 
length in front of me, but because 
of the silt, I couldn’t even see his 
light. And at this point, my prima- 
ry light went out. 
The first thing I 
did was reach for the 
line...but it wasn’t 
there. Because of the 
poor viz, I had been 
swimming within a 
foot or two of the 


| Learned... 
* Never make a dive that 
exceeds your level of training 
or experience, 
e Don’t panic. Instead, decide 
on a course of action and 


and could, in fact, cross the border of the two countries. 
Thus, it may be a truly international cave. We had previ- 
ously spoken to local caretakers who were employed by the 
, y Belizean government, and they encouraged us to continue 
with our explorations, giving us permission to venture into 
areas that were off limits to boating and fishing, and showing 
us the locations of nine different cenotes (possible entrances to 
i | T dives in the past and were fully cave certified, so 
urne ett Aro und 


we decided to have a look around inside. 


I still couldn’t see the line. However, 
panic was not an option. I knew 
there was virtually no chance of me 
finding my way out of nearly a half- 
mile maze of cave tunnels without 
the line, so rather than swim in the 
direction I 
thought would 
lead me out, I 
kept looking. 
Finally, after a 
few more min- 
utes, I thought 


2 feet to around 15 feet, and guide line, but when to look up. 
the main cave tunnel showed no __ I reached out, it was- carry that weohed out calmly There, only 
signs of ending. Several tunnels n’t where it was sup- and Oe : = a few inches 
branched off the main tunnel. posed to be. This was * When cae diving, Smin& above my 


There were a variety of interest- 
ing cave features, including silt- 
covered stalactites and stalagmites. 
We penetrated the cave with 
underwater scooters for 1,900 feet, 
then parked the scooters and our 
extra stage tanks at the end of the 
first line and proceeded to start 
an additional line. 

We had installed only several 
hundred feet of new line deeper 
into the cave, when we reached our 
agreed upon air turn-around point 
and swam back to where the scoot- 
ers were parked. The cave height 
was around 3 feet, and the visibili- 


not the most desir- 
able situation I could 
imagine. Pitch-black, 
2,000 feet back in 
an uncharted cave 
with no guide line 
in hand. 

Fortunately, my cave training took 
over, as I remembered not to thrash 
around, stirring up more silt and 
potentially floating farther away. 
I stayed fixed; with only a 3-foot 
ceiling, this was easy to do. And even 
though I didn’t know where the line 
was, I knew it was only a few feet 
away. I got out my backup light, yet 


about your exit when you 
enter. Leave markers, use con- 
servative air planning, and 
remember your training to 
guarantee a successful dive. 





head, was the 
line. Relieved, 
I began fol- 
lowing it to 
catch up with 
my buddy. 
After a while, I noticed an arrow I 
had placed on the line earlier, and 
based on the direction in which it 
was pointing, I was swimming back 
into the cave. I turned around and 
eventually came upon Steve who 
had been waiting for me by the 
scooters, before starting back to see 
if there was a problem. 
—ScoTT BONIS 
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oat,’ < hs Pais DANCER FLEET 
a er: 7 
2. ~~) % AMENITIES & FEATURES: 
mn. - * a 
was ny 
Wh Leleek 7h Evening turndown bed service 
a’ Wt 6. , ; ; : 
ot eh ee Morning coffee service to your cabin 
i_~-« * *. > ¢ g Y 
sm AN ~ Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
ge ee Se Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 
Ft * *% **.©@ ” P 
eC eet 3 © Gourmet ani with morning & 
. Pee citernoon snacks 


eee hE Ok eR, Fresh room towels daily & towels 


SS See) § citer every dive 
Shik ~ Be © Dive platform assistance 
Wy tL) Daily E-6 processing 
| n .. > 7 ate 24-hour a day service from our 
vita professional crew 
E Ve . . ss eee 
ae ee Air conditioning throughout staterooms 
ess 1% aM oy and all common areas (Antares - 
oe ee staterooms only) 
: @ ° Private ensuite bathrooms 
- Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 
u f you're Audio/video entertainment centers 
impressed | © Photo and video labs with light and 
with our | work tables 
Amenities, | Open air sundecks w/covered areas 


: : Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
_ [ust wait ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 


fill you | Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il & Antares) 
CEE Clije | ® Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 


BTIGSs- PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 


* Airport transfers 

° Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 

® Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 

* Up to four or five dives daily 

© Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 
5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 * Free Nitrox fills thru 2000 (except Antares) 


Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ¢ Fax: 305-669-9475 : 
Check-out our Internet Site at: 


800-9-DANCER www.peterhughes.com 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com for periodic specials! 








© 2000. Peter Hughes. Alf rights reserved. Photography Credits: S. Frink, T. Peluso, R. Frehsee, R. Ferguson 


¢ Grand Turk, TCI * Providenciales, TCI * Belize * Galapagos Islands (2001) * Los Roques, Venezuela ¢ Silver Bank, D.R. (Whale Trips) * Palau * Papua New Guinea 








a hd even easier to expand! 


= mystical depths that you explore in our world within. Now you 
oturing your most incredible underwater memories. A camera with 
t nite th the Fc foting colors of the underwater seascape, down to 150 feet 
2 3 mera that allows you to switch lenses underwater and capture dramatic i hain that 













dniverael accessories to the camera, your results become even more breathtaking. 


The ReefMaster offers unmatched 
expandability; start with just the st 
camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 
















ReefMaster CL ReefMaster RC ReefMaster PRO Set Le — ReefMaster MAXX 

Compact and lightweight. Slip proof rubber armored Includes RC Camera, 3X Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 
Fully expandable with housing, rugged and fully MACRO Lens / Underwater 2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. $729* 
all SeaLife accessories. expandable with all SeaLife Filter, External Flash and 

F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 Dive Travel Carry Case. $419* 

speed. $149* shutter speed with color *Suggested List Price. 


corrected flash. $189* 


Pioneer Research 
97 Foster Road, Suite 5 


~“ReefMaster 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 USA ©& 2 


1-800-257-7742 « Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 





